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CABINET APPROVES 3.03 TRILLION POWER DISCOM
REFORM SCHEME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

New Delhi: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on Wednesday approved the
marquee 3.03 trillion power distribution company (discom) reform scheme, wherein the Centre’s
share will be 97,631 crore.

The reforms-based result-linked power distribution sector scheme, to be applicable till 2025-26,
was announced in the union budget presented earlier this year and will subsume programmes
such as the Integrated Power Development Scheme and the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana.

The funds will be released to discoms subject to them meeting reform-related milestones, with
state-run Power Finance Corporation (PFC) and Rural Electrification Corporation (REC)
nominated as nodal agencies for implementation of the scheme.

Mint reported about the contours of the scheme on 16 December last year. While announcing
the relief package in the wake of second wave of coronavirus pandemic, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday said that the Centre’s share towards the discom reform scheme
will be 97,631 crore.

“The Scheme seeks to improve the operational efficiencies and financial sustainability of all
DISCOMs/ Power Departments excluding Private Sector DISCOMs by providing conditional
financial assistance to DISCOMs for strengthening of supply infrastructure. The assistance will
be based on meeting pre-qualifying criteria as well as upon achievement of basic minimum
benchmarks by the DISCOM evaluated on the basis of agreed evaluation framework tied to
financial improvements," the government said in a statement.

Briefing reporters after the CCEA meeting, power and new and renewable energy minister Raj
Kumar Singh said that with the scheme being a conditional one, the discoms will only be able to
access it once they work on their plans and meet targets.

The ambitious scheme aims to bring down India’s average aggregate technical and commercial
loss from the present level of 21.4% to 12-15%, and gradually narrow the deficit between the
cost of electricity and the price at which it is supplied to ‘zero’ by 2024-25. The reforms are also
aimed at improving the reliability and quality of power supply.

The scheme involves a compulsory smart metering ecosystem across the distribution
sector—starting from electricity feeders to the consumer level, including in about 250 million
households. Also, loss reduction measures such as separate feeders for agricultural and rural
household consumption will be put in place.

“It is proposed to install approximately 10 crore prepaid Smart Meters by December, 2023 in the
first phase," the statement said.

Singh said that discoms will have to create separate energy accounts. Power discoms are the
weakest link in the electricity value chain, plagued by low collection, increase in power purchase
costs, inadequate tariff hikes and subsidy disbursements, and mounting dues from government

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/nirmala-sitharaman-says-centre-s-share-to-be-97-631-cr-for-power-discom-reforms-11624883364890.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/nirmala-sitharaman-says-centre-s-share-to-be-97-631-cr-for-power-discom-reforms-11624883364890.html
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departments.

Singh said that the scheme will enable discoms to work with cutting edge technology and the
state governments will have to commit to reduce their losses.

“Artificial Intelligence would be leveraged to analyze data generated through IT/OT devices
including System Meters, prepaid Smart meters to prepare system generated energy accounting
reports every month to enable DISCOMs to take informed decisions on loss reduction, demand
forecasting, Time of Day (ToD) tariff, Renewable Energy (RE) Integration and for other
predictive analysis," the statement said.

Singh said that only 57 towns in the country have supervisory control and data acquisition
(Scada) systems. The plan is to have Scada in all urban areas and distribution management
system (DMS) in 100 urban centres.

“The scheme has a major focus on improving electricity supply for the farmers and for providing
daytime electricity to them through solarization of agricultural feeders. Under the scheme, works
of separation of 10,000 agriculture feeders would be taken up through an outlay of almost
20,000 crore, which would be highly beneficial to the farmers who would get access to dedicated
agriculture feeders providing them reliable and quality power," the statement said.

Singh added that India is the leader in Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 7 that calls for
“ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all."

The union government is also working on a raft of measures including ethanol blending with
fossil fuels, green mobility, battery storage and green hydrogen to help reduce pollution and
facilitate commitments made at COP-21, the UN Climate Change Conference held in France in
2015.
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INDIA PLANS TO REWORK THE EVS SPACE AS IT
PUSHES CHINA AGAINST THE WALL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

India has few exploitable options to produce lithium, the key metal for the current generation of
electric-vehicle batteries, but its eastern jungles hold large reserves of bauxite, the ore used to
make aluminum.

A drive to reduce dependence on imported materials and technology, especially from China, is
pushing India to invest in a battery technology that uses aluminum rather than lithium as the key
ingredient. Indian Oil Corp., the nation’s largest oil refiner, has teamed up with startup Phinergy
Ltd. to develop the Israeli company’s aluminum-air battery.

India has few exploitable options to produce lithium, the key metal for the current generation of
electric-vehicle batteries, but its eastern jungles hold large reserves of bauxite, the ore used to
make aluminum.

“Lithium is scarce in the country and we started scouting for an element which is abundantly
available as a natural resource," said Indian Oil R&D Director S.S.V. Ramakumar.

India is among the top 10 bauxite producers. It has some 600 million tons of the ore in proven
reserves, according to the U.S. Geological Survey, though India’s mining ministry estimates that
untapped resources may be many times that amount. Moreover, the country has invested
heavily in production of aluminum over the years to become the world’s second-biggest smelter
of aluminum.

“Clearly the special consideration here is that aluminum is in better supply than lithium," said
James Frith, Head of Energy Storage at BNEF in London. “But with the ever-falling prices of
lithium-based systems, developers will be under pressure to find niche applications where
Aluminum-Oxygen can gain a foothold."

An aluminum-air battery could win advantages over its lithium-ion rival in three other crucial
ways, Ramakumar said: It’s potentially cheaper, vehicles using it would have a longer range,
and it’s safer.

Swapping Batteries

The battery works by tapping electricity generated when aluminum plates react with oxygen in
the air. It has one of the highest energy densities for a battery. But the system has a number of
drawbacks that have kept it from wide-scale use since it was first proposed in the 1960s.

Chief among them is the cost of materials that need to be added to the battery to prevent the
power from dropping and the fact that the cells can’t be recharged. Instead, Phinergy’s plan is
for users to be able to quickly swap in a new battery and send the used one to a recycling
facility.

It takes just three minutes to replace the battery, about the time it takes to fill up at a gas station,
Ramakumar said. The fuel retailer plans to use its network of filling stations as swapping points.

https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/capex-plans-hit-as-2nd-wave-derails-recovery-11625163666160.html


Page 5

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

In comparison, lithium-ion batteries often contain hazardous materials that can be toxic if not
disposed of correctly, making them harder to recycle. By 2035, the world will have accumulated
about 4 millions tons of Li-ion batteries that have reached the end of their lives, according to a
BloombergNEF estimate.

Lithium is already entrenched in the EV market and absorbs most of the research dollars, with
many potential challengers based on sodium, magnesium or aluminum focused on smaller
segments such as backup power systems, energy storage or low-power transport, like forklifts.

Yet demand both from electric transport and renewable energy storage means India could
provide a market big enough for aluminum-air batteries to find a role. Battery demand will rise to
as much as 185 gigawatt hours by 2035, according to BNEF.

Amara Raja Batteries Ltd., India’s largest producer of lead-acid cells, is examining existing
lithium-based technologies as a “next growth engine," though also sees scope for alternatives to
be developed, Vijayanand Samudrala, the firm’s president of new energy, told a BNEF summit
on Tuesday.

“I don’t think there’s a final word on the maturity of the technology, I can see at least two or three
generations of technology shift happening in the batteries area in the next 10 years," he said.

Indian Oil made a strategic investment in Phinergy in early 2020, and the Indian firm’s 30,000
service stations can “serve as the infrastructure for the deployment of Phinergy’s technology,"
the Israeli company said in an e-mail.

Phinergy’s systems have been tested by telecoms companies for backup power at transmission
towers and other sites. The company, which raised $60 million from an initial public offering in
Tel Aviv earlier this year, has run a test car using an aluminum-air battery to keep the vehicle’s
lithium-ion power pack charged that it says would have a range of 1,750 kilometers.

To assess the viability of wide-scale use in India, automakers Mahindra and Mahindra Ltd.,
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. and Ashok Leyland Ltd. are carrying out vehicle tests that are expected
to take almost a year. If there’s enough demand, Indian Oil and Phinergy plan to set up a
gigawatt-scale facility to make the batteries in India, Ramakumar said.

Success would help Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to tackle three urgent problems for
the country: cutting pollution, reducing raw material imports and creating jobs.

India’s dependence on fossil fuels has made it the the world’s third-biggest emitter of
greenhouse gases and its cities regularly top the rankings for polluted air, putting hundreds of
millions of citizens at the risk of lung diseases and premature death. The government has also
been pushing companies to reduce the imports bill and increase self-sufficiency. Indian Oil is the
the nation’s biggest importer of crude oil.

The refiner has joined major oil companies including Royal Dutch Shell Plc and BP Plc in
pivoting toward clean energy as governments tighten emission regulations.

“We no longer see ourselves as merely an oil company. We want to emerge as an energy
player, supplying all forms of energy," Ramakumar said. “All future fuels have to have a common
motive: make India self-sufficient."

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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DEFENCE SERVICE WORKERS BARRED FROM STRIKE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Dissent not allowed:A protest in Jabalpur against the move to privatise 41 ordnance
factories.File photo  

The Union Law Ministry late on Wednesday notified an Ordinance that prohibited employees
engaged in essential defence services from taking part in any agitation or strike.

The Essential Defence Services Ordinance, 2021, comes in the backdrop of major federations
affiliated with the 76,000 employees of the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) making an
announcement that they would go on indefinite strike from July 26 in protest against the
government’s decision to corporatise the OFB.

The notification stated that President Ram Nath Kovind “is satisfied that circumstance exists for
the Ordinance as Parliament is not in session”.

“Any person, who commences a strike which is illegal under this Ordinance or goes or remains
on, or otherwise takes part in, any such strike, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term,
which may extend to one year, or with fine, which may extend to Rs. 10,000, or both,” the Law
Ministry notification said.

The notification added that anyone instigating or inciting others to take part in a strike declared
illegal under the Ordinance shall also be punished with imprisonment for a term that may extend
up to two years, apart from having to pay fines.

The gazette notification said employees involved in the production of defence equipment,
services and operation, or maintenance of any industrial establishment connected with the
military, as well as those employed in the repair and maintenance of defence products, would
come under the purview of the Ordinance. Following the Cabinet decision, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said there would be no change in the service conditions of employees of the
OFB, and the decision was aimed at boosting India’s defence manufacturing sector.

On June 16, the Union Cabinet approved a long-pending proposal to restructure the nearly 200-
year-old Ordnance Factory Board — operating 41 ammunition and military equipment production
facilities — into seven State-owned corporations to improve its accountability, efficiency and
competitiveness.
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ENVISIONING THE POST-PANDEMIC SMART CITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Six years ago, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government started a journey of urban
development based on the belief that a select set of cities across the country could be
‘transformed’ and made smart, after they were chosen through a competition among the States.
The Centre would support the chosen projects and others would learn from them.

The idea of a transformation is indicated in BJP’s manifesto for the 2014 election, where, in a
reference to the squalor that has traditionally marked cities and towns, the party declared that
they should “no longer remain a reflection of poverty and bottlenecks. Rather they should
become symbols of efficiency, speed and scale”. This racy vision laid the foundation for a
programme to create 100 smart cities.

COVID-19 gives us a chance to make our cities better: PM Modi

Globally, there is no uniform definition of smart cities, and the most common features of such
urban spaces are derived from concepts in the global north. They generally have a technocentric
vision, with sensors everywhere, smart homes, high levels of connectivity, massive and
ubiquitous data collection by various agencies, and a continuous flow of useful information to
citizens. All this, the reasoning goes, can help governments allocate resources optimally and
take timely decisions to raise efficiency and improve standards of living.

India’s cities have well-known infrastructure deficits, inadequate water supply, waste
management, sewerage and transport arrangements, high levels of pollution and, with climate
change, frequent extremes of floods and drought. The answer to these, the Smart Cities Mission
(https://smartcities.gov.in/), has been fashioned as an amalgam of upgraded civic services and
expensive showpiece projects in the chosen cities, with the investments heavily influenced by
the Centre.

Before a complete critique of the expensive programme could emerge, COVID-19 interrupted
the lives of cities, confining people indoors for long periods, disrupting economic processes and
paralysing vibrant urban life. As the pandemic peaked, thousands had to desperately look for
emergency medical care in scarce health facilities, while the flashy smart developments built for
leisure and shopping remained shuttered.

Hardly smart about urban health care

Unsurprisingly, when the Smart City Awards 2020 were declared recently, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs gave one component of the scheme, the Integrated Command and
Control Centres (ICCCs), a health focus. These centres, of which 70 are operational, functioned
as “war rooms” for COVID-19, and, combined with “other smart infrastructure developed under
the mission, helped cities in fighting the pandemic through information dissemination, improving
communication, predictive analysis and supporting effective management”
(https://bit.ly/3hmZZE0), it said.

This is a remarkable image of efficiency, but it would seem incongruous with the lived reality in
several States and the national capital during the second wave of the pandemic, as people
struggled for information and access to medical care. Yet, one of the States that suffered
severely, Uttar Pradesh, shot to the top for implementation metrics of the smart cities projects

http://library.bjp.org/jspui/bitstream/123456789/252/1/bjp_lection_manifesto_english_2014.pdf
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(https://bit.ly/3yaBbFX), apparently because it achieved more than what was envisaged in the
centrally-supported schemes. It added its own set of ‘State smart cities’. The fact that U.P., a
crucial BJP-ruled State scarred by the pandemic, is bound for elections next year must, of
course, be treated as a coincidence. Indore and Surat jointly won top city-level awards, while
Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu also won State awards.

Push for pedalling during pandemic

Over the years, Smart Cities Mission projects converged with other infrastructure programmes
such as AMRUT, the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation, the PMAY
(Urban), the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, for housing. Some also get support from international
agencies to adopt best practices on mobility and transport, energy and reducing carbon
emissions. The latest official count shows that 5,924 Mission projects worth 1,78,500 crore have
been tendered, indicating the scale of investments. This is in tune with some estimates that
globally, 90% of urban development by mid-century will take place in developing countries.

A focus on basic urban infrastructure prioritised by elected representatives was part of national
policy since the Third Plan period (1961-66), although the focus shifted to smaller towns away
from Bombay and Calcutta in the Fourth Plan (1969-74). After decades of slow experiments, the
post-COVID-19 era will sharpen the question of how cities must evolve.

Editorial | Reinventing cities: On urban planning and disease spread

The Danish urban design expert, Jan Gehl, who is averse to the idea of smart cities and “silly
gimmicks”, speaks of the universal values of a city as one that is a meeting place of people,
inviting them to spend time, walk, bike, and roam around public, semi-public or private gardens.
Pedestrianisation over motorisation is also a marker of a good city.

Although they try to accommodate some of these elements, India’s smart city plans cannot really
aspire for a structural shift, in which the movement of people gets priority over vehicles. In fact,
extending the green logic would imply a freeze on all diversion of wetlands and commons for
any other development, creating new urban gardens and water bodies, and doing a climate
change audit for every piece of infrastructure planned. A green and blue city would mean less
destructive flooding, more water to harvest and lower peak temperatures — all of it at very little
expense.

Cities could be elegant, healthy and smart after the pandemic if they apportion the available
road space for bicycles, which exemplify safe travel and can complement expanded public
transport when commuters return in big numbers to bus and urban rail. This is consistent with
the pan-city goals of the Smart City Mission, but requires State governments to take resolute
action. Bicycles represent the ideal urban travel bubble and must be moved from the margins to
the centre of policy.

The COVID-19 crisis as a metropolitan battle

Pedestrianisation, biking and harmonious opportunities for street vending created by allocating
more of the commons would also be fully democratic and address the criticism that smart city
planning ignores the informality that marks India’s urban spaces. This is valid for both cities
being retrofitted with facilities and those being developed as greenfield sites. Can more of the
commons be turned into farmers’ markets, vending grounds and craft centres?

None of this detracts from essential modernisation, such as deployment of multiple sensors to
gauge air, noise and water pollution, provision of electronic delivery of citizen services, whether

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/reinventing-cities-the-hindu-editorial-on-urban-planning-and-disease-spread/article33127571.ece
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online or in a government office, intelligent public transport, expansion of renewable energy.
Recovery of valuable materials from waste remains a lost opportunity even in the biggest cities.
It would, however, mean a shift away from flyovers, underpasses and cheap parking lots that
serve far fewer citizens.

For citizens, real time control rooms can be meaningful only if they can have a good public
dashboard of information. In COVID-19 times, this means access to health alerts, vaccinations,
hospital beds and topical advice, rounded off with data on pollution, rainfall, congestion and so
on.

Democratising smart cities planning has to ensure every section of society has a voice in the
process, and not merely those who have digital access. Pressure to frame projects, however,
often cuts out many, and even elected representatives get short shrift.

The Housing Ministry said last year that it had no plan to issue a report card for the 100 chosen
smart cities, but was using the Ease of Living Index measured through a public perception
survey. Such measurements can be heavily biased if they are not broad based. Quite tellingly,
out of 32.2 lakh citizens in 111 cities who participated in a survey, the online channel which
could be accessed through a QR code or website attracted 31,05,481 items of feedback
(https://bit.ly/3xmSlQE and https://bit.ly/3hlVkSR).

The pandemic has come as a remarkable opportunity to review the paradigm of smart cities, and
to steer the course of hundreds of other towns that are not on the map. They should be helped
to frame their plans around people and nature, to learn from mistakes and to avoid expensive
technological solutionism.

ananthakrishnan.g@thehindu.co.in
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NET LOSS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INTERNET
ACCESS TO SCHOOLS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The digital divide in India’s school education system, reflected by the absence of computers and
Internet access on campus, emerges starkly from the Education Ministry’s Unified District
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+), for the pre-pandemic year of 2019-20.
Physical infrastructure has traditionally meant good buildings, playgrounds, libraries and access
to water and toilets, but the advent of hybrid learning even ahead of the coronavirus crisis has
made essential online access and computers key adjuncts to make the learning process more
engaging. During 2020-21, it became painfully evident that most students had to rely on remote
learning, but many faced the double jeopardy of not possessing their own computing devices
and smartphones at home, and their schools remaining in the dark without such facilities. In
remote areas, particularly in the Northeast, many had to travel closer to mobile phone towers to
access the Internet on shared phones to get their lessons. The latest data confirm that a mere
22% of schools across the country on average had Internet access, while government
institutions fared much worse at 11%. On the second metric of functional computer access, the
national average was 37% and for government schools, 28.5%. Beyond the averages, the range
of deficits reflects deep asymmetries: 87.84% of Kerala schools and 85.69% in Delhi had an
Internet facility, compared to 6.46% in Odisha, 8.5% in Bihar, 10% in West Bengal and 13.62%
in Uttar Pradesh.

Students and teachers not being able to use computers and the Internet is acknowledged to be
a form of deprivation, especially during the pandemic, just as the inability to attend in-person
classes is another. Many scholars see the teaching-learning process as multi-dimensional,
helping to inculcate social skills. COVID-19 has, however, compelled all countries to evaluate
hybrid education models, with a mix of lessons delivered virtually now and on campus later
when the virus threat abates. In such a multi-layered process, bringing computers and the
Internet to all schools cannot be delayed any longer. The Centre must explore all options, such
as the National Broadband Mission, the BSNL network and other service providers, to connect
schools, including all government institutions that are severely deprived; the upcoming 5G
standard with the benefit of high wireless bandwidth may also be able to help bridge the gap
quickly. Getting computers to schools should also not be difficult because, apart from public
funding, communities, corporates and hardware makers can use recycling and donation options.
The UDISE+ shows that many schools have fallen through the net, and they need urgent help to
get connected.
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RURAL POWER SOLUTIONS EVEN OTHER STATES
CAN EMULATE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Over the past decade, India has made great strides in expanding energy access in rural areas.
Credible estimates suggest a near doubling of electrified rural households, from 55% in 2010 to
96% in 2020 (World Bank, 2021).

However, the measure of access to power supply, has been the number of households that
have been connected to the electricity grid. While this is a significant measure, it discounts large
areas of essential and productive human activities such as public schools and primary health
centres. And despite greater electrification, power supply is often unreliable in rural areas.

Also read | First farm-based solar power plant comes up in Rajasthan

A recent ruling by Rajasthan’s power regulator points to this yawning gap, but also suggests
solutions that other States could emulate. The Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory Commission
(RERC) has ordered the State’s three power distribution companies, or discoms (the Jaipur,
Ajmet and Jodhpur Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited) to solarise unelectrified public schools. This
has the potential to electrify about 1,500 government-run schools in the remote parts of the
State with roof-top solar panels and generate about 15 megawatts (MW) of power. The RERC
has also suggested installation of batteries to ensure storage of power.

Apart from enabling education, this ruling would benefit several other crucial aspects of rural life.
Government schools serve as public spaces in rural areas. They doubled up as COVID-19 care
centres in the past year and have housed villagers from extreme weather such as storms and
floods, apart from turning into polling centres come election season.

Battery storage of power ensures that they cater to children’s after-school activities. Schools
could also extend power supply to mid-day meal kitchens, toilets, and motorised water pumps
and not limit it to powering fans and lights in classrooms.

First green energy corridor being developed in Rajasthan

The RERC order also directs Rajasthan’s cash-strapped discoms to seek corporate social
responsibility (CSR) funds for the solarising drive and allows schools ownership of the power
systems in a phased manner. This removes the burden of infrastructure development expenses
on discoms, while also ensuring clean energy for the schools.

Also read | Shift to renewable energy mooted for Rajasthan

The power that is generated could also be counted towards the discoms’ Renewable Purchase
Obligations (RPO). RPO is the proportion of power that distribution companies must procure
from renewable sources. This ratio is a gradual annual progression to encourage greater use of
renewable energy and to provide for a phased manner to reduce dependence on climate
warming fossil fuels.

In 2019, Rajasthan set itself an ambitious target of producing 30 GW of solar energy by 2025
(Rajasthan government, 2019). It currently has an installed capacity of about 5 GW, most of

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.ELC.ACCS.ZS?locations=IN
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/first-farm-based-solar-power-plant-comes-up-in-rajasthan/article34226558.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/schools-and-colleges-to-turn-covid-care-extension-centres/article34574808.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/schools-and-colleges-to-turn-covid-care-extension-centres/article34574808.ece
thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/shift-to-renewable-energy-mooted-for-rajasthan/article32644459.ece
https://energy.rajasthan.gov.in/content/raj/energy-department/rrecl/en/home.html#
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which are from large-scale utility plants, or solar parks with ground-mounted panels. The State
must install at least 7 GW every year for the next four years to achieve this target. This is not
impossible, but it would require investment and installation on a war footing.

While Rajasthan is India’s largest State in terms of land mass with vast, sparsely populated
tracts available to install solar parks, bulk infrastructure of this scale is susceptible to extreme
weather events. With climate change increasing the possibility of such events, a decentralised
model of power generation would prove to be more climate resilient.

Taking a cue from the RERC ruling, a greater number of public buildings could be used to install
roof-top solar panels. Buildings such as primary health centres, panchayat offices, railway
stations and bus stops could easily be transitioned to utilising clean energy. And with battery
storage, the susceptibility of grid infrastructure to extreme weather events could be mitigated.
This is called climate proofing.

Acclimatising to climate risks

For instance, the power blackout in the American State of Texas due to an extreme weather
event earlier this year was caused due to inadequately climate-proofed natural gas equipment,
which supplied domestic electricity. While the State’s Governor Greg Abbott blamed it on frozen
wind turbines and solar panels, about 70% of power that is generated in Texas is from natural
gas and coal-fired power plants. Windmill power is about 20% and solar is a mere 1.1%.

Large-scale projects are generally financed by companies that wish to profit from economies of
scale. They are less interested in investing in rural electricity as it is not as lucrative. Large-grid
based projects add to the supply of power in urban areas, and therefore, only marginally further
greater energy access goals.

As solar installations become inexpensive and with rapidly advancing battery storage
technologies, decentralised solar power generation has become a reality. A State such as
Rajasthan, which is most exposed to solar irradiation, could set an example by making its urban
and rural centres, power generators, consumers, and suppliers in the same breath. Indeed, its
government has an ambitious plan to catapult the State into being a power “exporter”, but it must
consider the possibility of achieving this through means that do not destroy the environment and
are most productive, cost-effective, and optimal for human activity.

District headquarters in Rajasthan to be developed as green energy cities

One of the hurdles to holistic, climate resilient, clean energy access is the lack of convergence
between government departments.

In Rajasthan, for instance, the discoms could work with the State’s Education Department to
determine the schools that require electrification, and their expected demand and infrastructure
expenses. They could then liaise with the CSR arms of companies to generate funding, and with
industry to produce cost-effective solar photovoltaic panels and batteries. Sustaining these new
power systems would require some unlearning and re-learning, but it is not unimaginable.

Harsha Meenawat and Bharath Jairaj are researchers at the World Resources Institute, India’s
Energy Programme (https://wri-india.org/our-work/topics/energy). Emails:
Harsha.Meenawat@wri.org; Bharath.Jairaj@wri.org
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN LEADING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
INCREASING

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The involvement of women as science leaders seems to be increasing. The percentage of
women leading research projects has increased by 4 percent over two years, said a recent
government report.

Women Principal Investigators (PIs) participation in research that received Extramural Research
(EMR) support (support through peer-reviewed competitive grant mechanism) was 28% during
2018-19, as compared to 24% during 2016-17, according to the Directory of Extramural
Research & Development (R&D) Project 2018-19 report released by the government recently.

The report also showed that extramural R&D support or R&D support through peer-reviewed
competitive grant mechanisms by the central government was Rs. 2091.04 Crore in 2018-19 as
compared to Rs. 2036.32 Crore in 2017-18 --- an increase of Rs. 54.72 Crore over the previous
year. The number of projects supported has increased, as has the number of PIs. A total of 3839
PIs undertook 4616 projects in comparison to 3491 PIs undertaking 4137 projects during 2017-
18.

Of this support, 64% of the projects were received by 8 states, including Tamil Nadu, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal, accounting for 71
% of the share of funding.

The 22 Indian Institute of Technologies (IITs) combined received 822 projects – the maximum
number, with highest financial support of Rs. 449.25 Crore, followed by 26 National Institute of
Technology (NITs) combined, which received 191 projects with financial support of Rs. 55.83
Crore. The maximum financial support went to Engineering and Technology, while the maximum
number of projects went to Biological Sciences. 

The Department of Science and Technology (DST) accounted for the maximum Extramural
Research (EMR) support of Rs. 1392.21 Crore (67%), followed by the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) with Rs. 341.37 Crore (16%). The two Departments together contributed to
83% of the total extramural R&D funding in India.

The Scientific and Technological (S&T) activities play a vital role in the economic, social, and
physical development of a country. Scientific and technological research needs huge
investments and calls for judicious utilization of scarce resources like finance, trained
manpower, raw materials, and so on. Data collection and analysis pertaining to resources
devoted to S&T, therefore, assumes significant importance. The growth of S&T, its performance,
and its impact on society and economy are indicators to assess the effectiveness of planning
and policy formulation.

Extramural Research and Development (R&D) projects support is a peer-reviewed competitive
grant mechanism of the Central Government to promote, catalyze and advance R&D and
innovation in the country and provides special encouragement to scientists to pursue a research
career. Centre for Human and Organisational Resource Development (CHORD) division,
formerly known as the National Science and Technology Management Information System
(NSTMIS) division of DST, has been collating, analyzing, and disseminating information on
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Extramural Research and Development projects funded by various scientific agencies. CHORD
has been entrusted with the task of building the information base on a continuous basis on
resources devoted to scientific and technological activities for policy planning in the country.

Directory of Extramural R&D projects approved for funding by selected Central Government
Departments/Agencies is being published by DST annually since 1990-91. The present
directory, twenty-ninth in the series, is an outcome of the efforts made for the projects funded
during the year 2018-19 by various scientific agencies of the Government. This directory
contains information on 4616 R&D projects approved for funding by 16 scientific
agencies/departments during 2018-19.

 

Detailed Report: https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/EM_Directory_2018_19_0.pdf

                           https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/EM_Directory_2017-18_0.pdf

 

****
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competitive grant mechanisms by the central government was Rs. 2091.04 Crore in 2018-19 as
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Research (EMR) support of Rs. 1392.21 Crore (67%), followed by the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) with Rs. 341.37 Crore (16%). The two Departments together contributed to
83% of the total extramural R&D funding in India.

The Scientific and Technological (S&T) activities play a vital role in the economic, social, and
physical development of a country. Scientific and technological research needs huge
investments and calls for judicious utilization of scarce resources like finance, trained
manpower, raw materials, and so on. Data collection and analysis pertaining to resources
devoted to S&T, therefore, assumes significant importance. The growth of S&T, its performance,
and its impact on society and economy are indicators to assess the effectiveness of planning
and policy formulation.

Extramural Research and Development (R&D) projects support is a peer-reviewed competitive
grant mechanism of the Central Government to promote, catalyze and advance R&D and
innovation in the country and provides special encouragement to scientists to pursue a research
career. Centre for Human and Organisational Resource Development (CHORD) division,
formerly known as the National Science and Technology Management Information System
(NSTMIS) division of DST, has been collating, analyzing, and disseminating information on
Extramural Research and Development projects funded by various scientific agencies. CHORD
has been entrusted with the task of building the information base on a continuous basis on
resources devoted to scientific and technological activities for policy planning in the country.

Directory of Extramural R&D projects approved for funding by selected Central Government
Departments/Agencies is being published by DST annually since 1990-91. The present
directory, twenty-ninth in the series, is an outcome of the efforts made for the projects funded
during the year 2018-19 by various scientific agencies of the Government. This directory
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contains information on 4616 R&D projects approved for funding by 16 scientific
agencies/departments during 2018-19.

 

Detailed Report: https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/EM_Directory_2018_19_0.pdf

                           https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/EM_Directory_2017-18_0.pdf
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GOOGLE REPORTS SOARING ATTRITION AMONG
BLACK WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Workers identifying as "Black+" or "Latinx+" left Alphabet Inc's Google at higher rates last year
than in 2019, the company said on Thursday in its latest annual diversity report highlighting a
persistent challenge to growing representation.

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

What Google calls an attrition index, with 100 as a baseline, registered at 121 last year for
Black+ workers in the United States compared with 112 in 2020. For Latinx+ employees, it
jumped to 105 last year from 97. Attrition soared to 146 from 110 for Black+ women, though it
fell to 81 from 93 for Latinx+ women.

For White+, attrition dropped to 112 from 117, falling across both men and women.

Google last year committed to increasing retention of racial minorities and other groups by
increasing support staffing and programs. But some people from underrepresented backgrounds
have said they continue to feel unwelcome in the tech industry, and they also remain high in
demand elsewhere as companies compete to increase diversity.

Google declined to comment beyond its new report, which noted room for improvement in
retaining underrepresented talent but added some new training and practices are showing
promising results.

Also Read | Google searches for new measure of skin tones to curb bias in products

Civil rights groups and activist investors are pressuring Silicon Valley companies such as
Google to bring more women and racial minorities into leadership, contending that better
business results would follow.

Google did make some strides. The company nearly doubled the number of Black+ people in
U.S. leadership to 7.1% last year and increased the number of women globally in leadership to
28.9%from 26.1%.

Last year was its best since it began reporting data in 2014 for hiring of Black+ and Latinx+ U.S.
workers, with 8.8% of overall hires coming from each of those groups compared with 5.5% for
Black+ in 2019 and 6.6% for Latinx+.

Still, just 1.8% of technology hires were Black+ women and an equal share Latinx+ women.

Our code of editorial values

At the heart of the dispute between Twitter and the Union government is who gets to decide
what goes on the platform, and both parties are claiming to be defenders of free speech.
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Will they become law? How will the move impact India?
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LITERACY, NUMERACY MISSION DEADLINE PUSHED
TO 2027

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

A step forward:So far, the goal has simply been to ensure children finish Class 10.Picture for
RepresentationMURALI KUMAR K  

The Centre’s new mission to ensure that every Class 3 child has foundational literacy and
numeracy within five years will be rolled out on Monday. Although the National Education Policy
had included a 2025 deadline to achieve the goal, the Centre has pushed back the target date to
2026-27, given that COVID-19 has already disrupted two academic years.

The School Education Department says no additional funding is being allocated for the National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat). Instead,
money is being allocated from the flagship Samagra Shiksha scheme, which actually saw a 20%
drop in its budget this year.

“The vision of NIPUN Bharat Mission is to create an enabling environment to ensure universal
acquisition of foundational literacy and numeracy, so that every child achieves the desired
learning competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27,”
said an Education Ministry statement, adding that a five-tier implementation mechanism will be
set up at the national, State, district, block and school levels. NIPUN Bharat is likely to
emphasise goal setting and accountability for State governments, and provide guidelines for
teacher training, assessment and the creation of printed resources, according to people who
helped develop the mission.

“It will be funded through Samagra Shiksha itself,” said a senior official of the School Education
Department, confirming that there is no additional allocation being made. “Samagra Shiksha is
an umbrella scheme, and this year it has been revised. According to that revision, a provision
has been kept for FLN (foundational literacy and numeracy),” added the official. For 2021-22,
the budget estimate for Samagra Shiksha was Rs. 31,050 crore, a 20% drop from the previous
year’s estimate of Rs. 38,750 crore, although the revised estimate for 2020-21 was just Rs.
27,957 crore, with poor utilisation due to COVID-19 disruptions.

Central Square Foundation, a non-governmental organisation with a focus on foundational
literacy and numeracy, has provided inputs and technical support to the Centre in the
development of this mission. “We estimated that achieving the goal would cost about Rs. 500
per child per year, amounting to an annual cost of about Rs. 2,200-2,300 crore nationwide,” said
CSF’s co-managing director Bikkrama Daulet Singh.

Rukmini Banerji, CEO of the Pratham Education Foundation, also provided feedback on the
Centre’s draft plan. She emphasised that money would not be the decisive factor, but rather a
mindset change.

“So far, the goal has simply been to enrol children in school, and then to ensure that they finish
Class 10. This mission specifies stage-wise learning goals to ensure that students are acquiring
the necessary building blocks,” she said.

Our code of editorial values
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MORE CHILD MARRIAGES BEING FOILED IN ODISHA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Odisha has witnessed a sharp increase in the number of child marriages prevented over the
past four years, following increased awareness and better coordination among field-level staff.

As against 657 child marriages stopped in 2019, 1,108 were stopped in 2020. In the first five
months in the current year, attempts to solemnize 726 such marriages have been foiled.

In 2017, 324 child marriages were stopped following the last-minute intervention from
community, NGOs and field-level officials. In 2018, the number grew marginally to 411.
However, the last two years saw a massive jump in the number of marriages being stopped.

This year, Ganjam recorded highest 125 preventions followed by Nabarangpur (111) and
Malkangiri (90).

Action plan

According to the “Odisha strategic action plan to end child marriage”, the prevalence among girls
was reported to be 21.3% against the national average of 26.8% whereas for boys it was only
11% against the national average of 20.3% (NFHS-4, 2015-16).

Fifteen districts including many southern districts have higher percentages than the State
average. There are eight districts where the practice is higher than the national average.

Odisha witnessed a decline of nearly 16 and 11 percentage points (between NFHS 2005-06 and
2015-16), for girls and boys marrying before the legal ages of 18 and 21 years respectively.

“Still one in five women was married by the age of 18 in Odisha,” says the paper.
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UNION EDUCATION MINISTER TO LAUNCH NIPUN
BHARAT TOMORROW

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education will launch National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat)
tomorrow i.e 5th July, 2021. It will be launched virtually by Union Minister of Education, Shri
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’. A short video, anthem and Implementation Guidelines on NIPUN
Bharat will also be launched during this programme. Senior officers from the School Education
Department from all States and UTs, Senior Officials of the Department and Heads of
Institutions will also attend the event. 

Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank', Minister of Education, Government of India will be launching
"National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN
Bharat)" as a part of the National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
#NIPUNBharat pic.twitter.com/c4Q1g5W8rN

The launch of NIPUN Bharat marks an important step undertaken by the Department of School
Education and Literacy, among a series of measures taken for implementation of the National
Education Policy 2020, that was released on 29th July 2020. 

The vision of NIPUN Bharat Mission is to create an enabling environment to ensure universal
acquisition of foundational literacy and numeracy, so that every child achieves the desired
learning competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.
NIPUN Bharat will be implemented by the Department of School Education and Literacy and a
five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State- District- Block- School
level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra
Shiksha.

*****
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The vision of NIPUN Bharat Mission is to create an enabling environment to ensure universal
acquisition of foundational literacy and numeracy, so that every child achieves the desired
learning competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.
NIPUN Bharat will be implemented by the Department of School Education and Literacy and a
five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State- District- Block- School
level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra
Shiksha.
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A VIRUS, THEORIES OF ORIGIN, AND A PLACE FOR
SCIENCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Imagine a town with a nuclear power plant close by. If its residents displayed signs of radiation
sickness, the finger of suspicion will point towards the plant, however much the plant’s operator
might swear to its safety.

Suppose the town was also home to a research centre where radioactive material was stored
and used in experiments. The finger of suspicion would now waver between the nuclear plant
and the research centre. To complicate matters, if nuclear waste from both the plant and the
research centre was buried in an underground dump a fair distance away from the town, a third
focus of suspicion would arise.

Public opinion would be divided. Those suspicious of the nuclear power industry would be
convinced that the plant was the source of their pollution. Little bits of circumstantial evidence
would begin to circulate on social media as well as in the opinion columns of newspapers
pointing to the power plant.

The nuclear industry would fight back and accuse the research institute of causing a radiation
leak. The scientific establishment would close ranks around the research lab and testify to safety
standards in the laboratory as well as the quality of the researchers.

A third group of people would probably accuse both the power plant as well as the research
institute of poisoning the world by using and storing toxic nuclear waste.

Each of these groups would believe they had the truth and others were wrong. They would be
critical of any investigation that did not agree with their beliefs.

The debate over the origins of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that has caused the COVID-19 pandemic,
mirrors this scenario. One school of thought is convinced that the Wuhan Institute of Virology, a
leading coronavirus research centre, is responsible for introducing a new coronavirus that it was
secretly creating in its laboratories.

This hypothesis is driven by evidence ranging from reports of documents missing from the
website of the Wuhan Institute, to the re-naming or re-numbering of a virus originally discovered
in a mine in 2012 that is the closest known ancestor to SARS-CoV-2, to reports of researchers
mysteriously falling ill at the Wuhan Institute in late 2019, and other reports of a researcher who
has reportedly gone missing. The fact that the outbreak occurred in Wuhan, home to the
institute, is seen as additional evidence of where the virus emerged from. This hypothesis is
greatly favoured by those who believe China is responsible for the pandemic, but lacks evidence
that would stand up to rigorous scientific scrutiny.

The second hypothesis is that the virus emerged through a natural “spillover” event, where a bat
coronavirus jumped species and infected humans either directly or through intermediary animals
that in turn passed it to humans. SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome), the predecessor of
this current pandemic, started similarly in late 2002 when a bat coronavirus probably infected
animals and then humans in the markets of Guangdong province in southern China. New viral
infectious diseases, whether it is HIV/AIDS, Ebola, Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) or
Nipah, have all arisen from spillovers of animal viruses to humans.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/how-long-does-sars-cov-2-stay-potent/article31315791.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/did-sars-cov-2-begin-from-a-lab/article31439152.ece


Page 27

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

As with SARS, many of the early cases of COVID-19 were associated with animal markets,
particularly the Huanan market in Wuhan, which sold a variety of live and frozen animal meat.
This could be one route the SARS-CoV-2 virus took. But no evidence has been found so far to
support this hypothesis either.

To find scientific proof of either hypothesis is a task as challenging as an archaeologist
painstakingly digging through hundreds of metres of tightly packed layers of mud and stone and
debris in the hope of recovering tiny clues to the existence of an ancient civilization.

For virologists and molecular epidemiologists, the challenge is not sifting through earth, but
finding virus samples from the earliest stages of the outbreak in Wuhan, reconstructing their
genetic sequences, and then fitting them to a family tree that will hopefully lead to the common
ancestor of the diverse strains and variants of SARS-CoV-2 that have spread globally. This
could also provide clues as to whether this ancestor emerged in wildlife, in farms and markets,
or from a laboratory.

While this viral archaeology sounds simple, it is not straightforward. The earliest detected cases
and the earliest viral samples came from those who were hospitalised in Wuhan in December
2019. But none of them is likely to have been patient zero, the first person to have been infected
by the virus. Most people with COVID-19 display very mild or no symptoms, so for every
hospitalised case, there are likely to have been many earlier cases that were not detected.

It is known that two strains, an A strain and a B strain, were circulating in Wuhan in the early
stages of the outbreak. But most of the samples and cases were of the B strain, which caused
the first recognised disease cluster in people associated with the Huanan market, while the A
strain could have been an earlier strain. These earlier viral samples would have helped build a
clearer picture of how the virus emerged. But these cases were never identified or sampled, and
they will forever remain unknown.

The other source of evidence are samples from the live animals sold in all the markets in Wuhan
in the last months of 2019; this too is also not available, since the animals have long been sold
and slaughtered, and the markets more often than not sanitised. The samples that were
collected in late December from the Huanan market did have the virus, but it is not clear whether
the market was a source of the virus, or merely a place where it was amplified.

So where does one go from here? The scientific unearthing and classification of viral samples in
humans and animals to see where they lead is the only way ahead. But science is being
elbowed aside by politics. Those who believe in a Chinese conspiracy are convinced that the
truth will only come out after an investigation of the Wuhan laboratory and its staff by
international investigators with a wide mandate to search the lab and question staff. This is not
going to happen. China will no more allow this than India would allow international investigators
to march through the National Institute of Virology in Pune or any other national laboratory in
search of evidence of supposed wrongdoing.

The only solution is to work with China. The World Health Organization investigation into the
origins of the virus, though rightly criticised for dismissing the laboratory leak theory with little
explanation, did unearth evidence on the early stages of the pandemic and suggested a number
of studies for the next phase. One important step would be widespread sampling of animals in
farms across China that supplied the markets in Wuhan in the search of ancestor viruses to
SARS-CoV-2. Workers in farms need to be tested as well for exposure to SARS-CoV-2 or
related viruses.

Another suggested step is for blood banks across China to test blood samples from 2019 to see
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whether they carried antibodies for SARS-CoV-2. This could provide a clue to how early the
virus was circulating in human populations. None of this can happen without Chinese
cooperation.

For this to happen, polarisation on political lines needs to be put aside, and space needs to be
created for science to do its work.

Thomas Abraham is adjunct associate professor at the University of Hong Kong, and the author
of ‘Twenty-First Century Plague, the Story of SARS’ and ‘Polio: The Odyssey of Eradication’. He
has been a communications adviser to the World Health Organization
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GAUGING PANDEMIC MORTALITY WITH CIVIL
REGISTRATION DATA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Over the last month, Indian journalists from across the country have accessed and reported on
State-level all-cause mortality from the Civil Registration System (CRS), currently confidential
and closed to the public. While India’s official death toll from COVID-19 has been suspect from
the very beginning — for reasons that are partly institutional and partly new and specific to the
pandemic — it was the second wave that made the scale of devastation hard to ignore.

Using the example set by those attempting to capture missed COVID-19 deaths in the United
Kingdom, South Africa and Peru, journalists from a range of news organisations accessed all-
cause mortality data from the CRS for Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Bihar,
parts of Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, and other States as well as for several Indian cities. This data
has been able to show a large rise in excess mortality in the surge months of the second wave
of April and May 2021 in particular, far in excess of the official COVID-19 toll for the same
period. The increase in mortality ranges from reported deaths climbing to five times the usual
monthly data in Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh (between 30-40 times the official COVID-
19 toll for the same period), to more modest increases in Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

While this data has added an important dimension to the question of undercounting of COVID-
19 deaths in India and remains the best source of data on all-cause mortality, its continued use
will require careful work on account of some known sources of error that exist with the data.

The first is that these numbers are underestimates of total mortality. The Union government last
published annual Civil Registration System data for 2019. This data shows that India registered
92 of every 100 deaths as of 2019, but there was large variation between States. Bihar, for
instance, registered just half of all deaths. Additionally, the data currently available on State-level
CRS portals (behind a login) miss even more deaths. The CRS moved online relatively recently
(between five and three years ago in most States), and State-level portals now display data for
every day from January 1, 2018 to the present day. For all States for which data is available
except Kerala, the online portals show lower numbers than what was published by the Union
government for 2018 and 2019. What this implies is that the data currently being used for
analyses are an underestimate of total deaths, but should not by itself cause an inflation of the
excess mortality estimates for the pandemic (since the online portal’s data was used for past
and current years).

What could, however, alter the magnitude of calculated excess mortality would be a second
possible source of error — if mortality was either naturally increasing over time, or if registration
was getting better, or if both were taking place. If any of these three phenomena were taking
place, the magnitude of excess mortality in 2020 and 2021 could be moderated by these
processes.

On the first count, total estimated mortality (registered deaths plus those that are not registered)
has actually been declining since 2013 (although there was an uptick in some States in 2019)
according to the CRS. So, in the normal course of events (if there had not been a pandemic) we
would not expect an increase in mortality

Registered deaths, on the other hand, have been steadily increasing in four of the five States

https://crsorgi.gov.in/web/index.php/auth/login
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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that we have detailed mortality data for (but fluctuating in Kerala). While this will mean that some
of the excess mortality in 2020-21 will be accounted for by improved registration, this is not a
complete explanation. The increase in registered deaths will not continue at the same pace in all
States — once States begin to achieve full registration, increases should be more modest. In
Madhya Pradesh, for instance, the level of death registration improved by over 21 percentage
points between 2017 and 2019 to reach 89% in 2019. It is simply not mathematically possible for
the level of registered deaths to continue to increase at the same pace for the years after 2019.

For the most conservative estimate, let us assume that Madhya Pradesh achieved 100%
registration by May 2021 (although we know from State level data that this was far from the
case). Given the flattening of mortality in the State, let us assume that the total mortality in 2021
in ‘normal’ times would have been about the same as the total estimated deaths for 2019 —
5.53 lakh deaths. Even then, the numbers for Madhya Pradesh show over 1.18 lakh excess
deaths in 2021, which is over 26 times the official COVID-19 death toll for the same period. The
other States too show excess mortality in 2021 even assuming full registration.

Moreover, single-month spikes in months like the one seen in May 2021 cannot be explained
away by the gradual increase in registrations alone. Nor are these deaths that occurred months
before. From Andhra Pradesh, for instance, we know that 98% of the deaths registered in May
2021 took place within the previous 30 days.

Taken together, these potential sources of error indicate that while the total number of deaths in
India during the pandemic reported using Civil Registration System data might be an
underestimate, a part of the increase in mortality can be explained by improved registration.
However, the scale of excess mortality during the second wave in particular is undeniable,
especially compared to the low number of COVID-19 deaths officially recorded in the same
period.

The Civil Registration System is an imperfect system, yet one that journalists are having to turn
to in the face of the continuing refusal of the Union government to engage with the issue of the
true extent of mortality. Acknowledging the gaps in the system will help journalists, but does not
minimise the magnitude of the crisis.

Rukmini S. is an independent journalist
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UNION EDUCATION MINISTER LAUNCHES NIPUN
BHARAT PROGRAMME TODAY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Union Minister for Education, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ today virtually launched a
National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat),
for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains foundational literacy and
numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The National Mission was launched in the
presence of Minister of State, Shri Sanjay Dhotre, Smt. Anita Karwal, Secretary (SE&L), senior
officers from the Ministry, all States and UTs, Senior Policy Makers and Heads of Institutions.
On this occasion, a short video, anthem and NIPUN Bharat Guidelines were also launched. This
Mission, which has been launched under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of
Samagra Shiksha, will focus on providing access and retaining children in foundational years of
schooling; teacher capacity building; development of high quality and diversified Student and
Teacher Resources/Learning Materials; and tracking the progress of each child in achieving
learning outcomes.
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Addressing the participants Shri Pokhriyal said that NIPUN Bharat aims to cover the learning
needs of children in the age group of 3 to 9 years.  He said that teachers need to focus on every
child for developing basic language; literacy and numeracy skills which will help them develop
into better readers and writers. Thus, NIPUN Bharat envisages making the experience of
learning at the foundational stage Holistic, Integrated, Inclusive, Enjoyable, and Engaging, he
added.

The Minister underlined that the National Education Policy 2020 has laid down that attaining
foundational literacy and numeracy for all children must become an immediate national mission.
In keeping with this, the Department has developed a comprehensive guideline under NIPUN
Bharat, through a series of intensive consultations with implementing partners, experts to make
it flexible and collaborative, he added. Shri Pokhriyal said that it covers key technical aspects of
foundational literacy and numeracy as well as the administrative aspects for effectively setting
up an implementation mechanism at the National, State, District, Block and School level. He
also informed that an approval of Rs 2688.18 crore has already been given under Samagra
Shiksha scheme to the States and UTs for implementation of the various interventions for
Foundational Stage in 2021-22.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Dhotre said that quality education is the bedrock of strong Nation
building and, foundational education in literacy and numeracy skills is its core component. The
Minister stated that in the coming years, this mission will change the outlook of our school
education, and will strongly impact 21st Century India. Shri Dhotre stressed that NIPUN Bharat
will not only help our students to take a big leap in their higher classes, but it will also have a
major impact in making our students globally competitive.

The unique feature is that the goals of the Mission are set in the form of Lakshya Soochi or
Targets for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.Although, the overall aim is to achieve the
desired learning outcomes by the end of grade 3, however, in order to generate greater
awareness among the parents, community, volunteers etc. the Lakshyashas been developed
from Balvatika to Grade 3. The Laskhyas are based on the learning outcomes developed by the
NCERT and international research and ORF studies. For example, a child should be able to
read 45to 60 words per minute and atleast 60 words per minute correctly by the end of Grade II
and III respectively from an age appropriate unknown text with comprehension and clarity.
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The success of NIPUN Bharat will primarily depend on teachers, so, there will be a special
emphasis on capacity building of teachers.  A special package for foundational literacy and
Numeracy under NISHTHA is being developed by NCERT and around 25 lakh teachers
teaching at pre-primary to primary grade will be trained this year on FLN. 

Following outcomes have been envisaged from implementation of the goals and objectives of
NIPUN Bharat Mission:

Thus, NIPUN Bharat is envisaged to support and encourage students, along with their schools,
teachers, parents, and communities, in every way possible, to helprealise the true potential of
our children and propel the country to new heights.

Click below to access presentation on NIPUN Bharat: 

https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2021/jul/doc20217531.pdf

Click below to access NIPUN Bharat Guidelines:

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NIPUN_BHARAT_GUIDELINES
_EN.pdf
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Union Minister for Education, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ today virtually launched a
National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat),
for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains foundational literacy and
numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The National Mission was launched in the
presence of Minister of State, Shri Sanjay Dhotre, Smt. Anita Karwal, Secretary (SE&L), senior
officers from the Ministry, all States and UTs, Senior Policy Makers and Heads of Institutions.
On this occasion, a short video, anthem and NIPUN Bharat Guidelines were also launched. This
Mission, which has been launched under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of
Samagra Shiksha, will focus on providing access and retaining children in foundational years of
schooling; teacher capacity building; development of high quality and diversified Student and
Teacher Resources/Learning Materials; and tracking the progress of each child in achieving
learning outcomes.
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Addressing the participants Shri Pokhriyal said that NIPUN Bharat aims to cover the learning
needs of children in the age group of 3 to 9 years.  He said that teachers need to focus on every
child for developing basic language; literacy and numeracy skills which will help them develop
into better readers and writers. Thus, NIPUN Bharat envisages making the experience of
learning at the foundational stage Holistic, Integrated, Inclusive, Enjoyable, and Engaging, he
added.

The Minister underlined that the National Education Policy 2020 has laid down that attaining
foundational literacy and numeracy for all children must become an immediate national mission.
In keeping with this, the Department has developed a comprehensive guideline under NIPUN
Bharat, through a series of intensive consultations with implementing partners, experts to make
it flexible and collaborative, he added. Shri Pokhriyal said that it covers key technical aspects of
foundational literacy and numeracy as well as the administrative aspects for effectively setting
up an implementation mechanism at the National, State, District, Block and School level. He
also informed that an approval of Rs 2688.18 crore has already been given under Samagra
Shiksha scheme to the States and UTs for implementation of the various interventions for
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Foundational Stage in 2021-22.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Dhotre said that quality education is the bedrock of strong Nation
building and, foundational education in literacy and numeracy skills is its core component. The
Minister stated that in the coming years, this mission will change the outlook of our school
education, and will strongly impact 21st Century India. Shri Dhotre stressed that NIPUN Bharat
will not only help our students to take a big leap in their higher classes, but it will also have a
major impact in making our students globally competitive.

The unique feature is that the goals of the Mission are set in the form of Lakshya Soochi or
Targets for Foundational Literacy and Numeracy.Although, the overall aim is to achieve the
desired learning outcomes by the end of grade 3, however, in order to generate greater
awareness among the parents, community, volunteers etc. the Lakshyashas been developed
from Balvatika to Grade 3. The Laskhyas are based on the learning outcomes developed by the
NCERT and international research and ORF studies. For example, a child should be able to
read 45to 60 words per minute and atleast 60 words per minute correctly by the end of Grade II
and III respectively from an age appropriate unknown text with comprehension and clarity.

The success of NIPUN Bharat will primarily depend on teachers, so, there will be a special
emphasis on capacity building of teachers.  A special package for foundational literacy and
Numeracy under NISHTHA is being developed by NCERT and around 25 lakh teachers
teaching at pre-primary to primary grade will be trained this year on FLN. 

Following outcomes have been envisaged from implementation of the goals and objectives of
NIPUN Bharat Mission:

Thus, NIPUN Bharat is envisaged to support and encourage students, along with their schools,
teachers, parents, and communities, in every way possible, to helprealise the true potential of
our children and propel the country to new heights.

Click below to access presentation on NIPUN Bharat: 

https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2021/jul/doc20217531.pdf

Click below to access NIPUN Bharat Guidelines:

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NIPUN_BHARAT_GUIDELINES
_EN.pdf
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-07

AMAZON, TATA SAY INDIAN GOVT E-COMMERCE
RULES WILL HIT BUSINESSES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

People move past a hoarding of Amazon India outside a metro rail station in New Delhi, India,
October 23, 2019   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Amazon.com Inc and India's Tata Group warned government officials on Saturday that plans for
tougher rules for online retailers would have a major impact on their business models, four
sources familiar with the discussions told Reuters.

At a meeting organised by the consumer affairs ministry and the government's investment
promotion arm, Invest India, many executives expressed concerns and confusion over the
proposed rules and asked that the July 6 deadline for submitting comments be extended, said
the sources.

The government's tough new e-commerce rules announced on June 21 aimed at strengthening
protection for consumers, caused concern among the country's online retailers, notably market
leaders Amazon and Walmart Inc's Flipkart.

New rules limiting flash sales, barring misleading advertisements and mandating a complaints
system, among other proposals, could force the likes of Amazon and Flipkart to review their
business structures, and may increase costs for domestic rivals including Reliance Industries'
JioMart, BigBasket and Snapdeal.

Amazon argued that COVID-19 had already hit small businesses and the proposed rules will
have a huge impact on its sellers,arguing that some clauses were already covered by existing
law,two of the sources said.

The sources asked not to be named as the discussions were private.

The proposed policy states e-commerce firms must ensure none of their related enterprises are
listed as sellers on their websites. That could impact Amazon in particular as it holds an indirect
stake in at least two of its sellers, Cloudtail and Appario.

On that proposed clause, a representative of Tata Sons, the holding company of India's $100
billion Tata Group, argued that it was problematic, citing an example to say it would stop
Starbucks - which has a joint-venture with Tata in India - from offering its products on Tata's
marketplace website.

The Tata executive said the rules will have wider amifications for the conglomerate, and could
restrict sales of its private brands, according to two of the sources.

Tata declined to comment.

The sources said that a consumer ministry official argued that the rules were meant to protect

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
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consumers and were not as strict as those of other countries. The ministry did not respond to a
request for comment.

A Reliance executive agreed that the proposed rules would boost consumer confidence, but
added that some clauses needed clarification.

Reliance did not respond to request for comment.

The rules were announced last month amid growing complaints from India's brick-and-mortar
retailers that Amazon and Flipkart bypass foreign investment law using complex business
structures. The companies deny any wrongdoing.

A Reuters investigation in February cited Amazon documents that showed it gave preferential
treatment to a small number of its sellers and bypassed foreign investment rules. Amazon has
said it does not give favourable treatment to any seller.

The government will soon issue certain clarifications on the foreign investment rules, Indian
commerce minister Piyush Goyal told reporters on Friday.
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HARYANA’S MISPLACED PRIORITIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Representational Image   | Photo Credit: PTI

Haryana’s performance towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is disappointing. The
NITI Aayog’s latest report on SDGs has put Haryana among the top three States in terms of
unemployment and crime, with a dismal show in the fields of health and education and in
industrial and economic growth as well. The results are the outcome of the current
dispensation’s misplaced priorities. The report ranks Haryana 14th among all States with 67
composite points, just a notch above Tripura. Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, its neighbouring
States, have done pretty well.

However, Haryana could have done much better as the Congress government led by former
Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda had handed over a robust State to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in 2014. As per the NITI Aayog report, at 11.16%, there is no change since 2019 in
the number of people living below the poverty line (BPL) in the State. Clearly, the government
has failed to lift people from the vicious circle of poverty. Similarly, there is no change in the
proportion of the children below five who continue to be underweight (28.80%) and stunted
(34.90%). As many as 55% of pregnant women in the age group of 15-49 years continue to be
anaemic. Crimes against women were 88.7 per one lakh female population in 2019, which went
up to 108.5 in 2020. The State reported 3.90 murders per one lakh population in 2020 as
compared to 3.74 in 2019.

Instead of living in an ivory tower, the government must focus on adding resilience to education,
which has suffered due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the claims around ‘Digital Haryana’,
the State failed to ensure seamless online classes for all students. The current State
government had also promised to build a medical college in every district.

Before 2005, there were only eight universities in the State, but the number went up to 43 during
the Congress tenure from 2005 to 2014. Many technical education institutes, ITIs and new
government colleges were opened during the Congress regime, but in the past seven years,
only two universities have been set up.

Bigger challenges such as improving gross enrolment ratio, checking dropouts, addressing poor
student-teacher ratio and introducing enabling interventions for providing skill training in schools
and colleges have taken a backseat. The government has not been able to implement a zero
vacancy policy, due to which a large number of teaching posts are vacant. In schools, 31,232
posts of teachers were lying vacant as of last year.

Compromised education has a direct relation to employability. The Periodic Labour Force
Survey (2018-19) data pegged Haryana’s unemployment rate at 9.2%, which was significantly
higher than the all-India figure of 5.8%. In February, data from the Centre For Monitoring Indian
Economy revealed a 26.4% unemployment rate, the highest among States; in 2012-13, the
Department of Economics and Statistical Analysis had put the unemployment rate in Haryana at
just 3%. But instead of providing jobs, the current regime’s focus is on ill-thought steps like
providing reservation in private jobs.

Similarly, Haryana has failed to enhance the quality of health infrastructure. It was the first State
in the country to give free medicines to OPD patients in government hospitals. Free referral

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/PTI/
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transport service for expecting mothers for delivery, patients of BPL families, accident victims
and freedom fighters, had attracted the attention of other States. The Congress had laid
significant emphasis on the health sector. One State health university and four medical colleges
were set up at Karnal, Faridabad, and Nuh in Mewat, including one for women in the rural area
of Sonepat district. Also, AIIMS-II and the National Cancer Institute were set up at Badshah
village in Jhajjar district.

The State’s financial health, which is worsening due to mounting debt, huge funds deployed on
various boards and corporations, and interest payments on borrowings, is also disturbing.
Infrastructural development has come to a standstill — in the last seven years, not even a single
new metro station was added, while during 2005-2014, four towns were linked to metro services
through new lines. The fiscal situation is equally concerning. As per the Budget Estimate for
2021-22, the debt liability of the State is likely to go up to 2.30 lakh crore as of March 2022. It
was 70,369 crore in 2013-14.

Haryana is suffering on all counts due to the misplaced priorities of the current government. The
State used to be one of the top performers in areas like per capita income, investment and
agricultural productivity, but it has now slipped to the 14th position on the SDG index. The
indicators suggest that governance has gone for a toss.

The author is a Rajya Sabha MP from the Congress
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A LONG ROAD FOR MIGRANT WORKERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Supreme Court on June 29 pronounced its judgment in the migrant labourers case. The
case was initiated last year after the national lockdown was announced on March 24.
Thousands of landless labourers had started walking towards their home States due to the loss
of employment and income. The Supreme Court took cognisance of the matter on May 26 that
year and acknowledged the plight of the workers in light of the strict lockdown.

The court has laid down numerous guidelines to provide relief to workers and efficiently tackle
the problem till the threat of COVID-19 subsides. Two of the most important components to
protect the migrants during this time were the food and travel arrangements insisted on by the
court. In the orders pronounced in May this year, it laid down that dry ration be provided to
migrants who want to return to their homes. Further, the court said that identity proof should not
be insisted upon by the governments since the labourers might not be able to furnish it.
Secondly, the court called upon the State governments to arrange transportation for workers
who need to return to their homes. These guidelines by the court are crucial to ensure the safety
of workers.

The Supreme Court fixed July 31 as the deadline for the States to implement the ‘One nation
One Ration Card’ scheme. Under this scheme, the States are to complete the registration of
migrant workers in order to provide dry ration to them. But it is unlikely that a standardised
system can be developed within the deadline prescribed by the court.

Apart from dry ration, the top court also directed the State governments to run community
kitchens for migrant workers. However, there arise administrative problems in implementing
these measures. First, migrant workers keep moving in search of employment and it is difficult to
cover them all under the scheme. Second, many States do not have the necessary infrastructure
to run and maintain community kitchens on such a large scale.

Under the National Food Security Act, migrant workers are issued ration cards and they are
entitled to dry ration under various government programmes, such as the Atmanirbhar Bharat
scheme, during the pandemic. In the order passed on June 29, the court affirmed the Right to
Food under Article 21 of the Constitution. In furtherance of this, the court asked the States to
formulate their own schemes and issue food grains to migrants. This is an indispensable step to
keep more than a fourth of the population of the country safe and healthy during the pandemic.

However, there are no normative data that would allow the States to identify eligible migrants.
The court took cognisance of the issue and directed the Ministry of Labour and Employment to
ensure that the National Database for Unorganised Workers is updated by July 31.

Finally, the top court recognised the need for direct cash benefit transfer to workers in the
unorganised sector. But it did not issue any guidelines for the same as the workers need to be
covered by the States themselves.

The Supreme Court has given a purposive declaration in the case but the bulk of the judgment
seems declaratory rather than mandatory. In order to efficaciously implement the orders of the
court, the State governments need to work with the Centre closely. With the third wave of
COVID-19 infections looming, it is imperative to ensure that government machinery works to its
full potential and robust systems are developed to withstand the challenges.
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Aagam Jain is a II-year student at National Law School of India University, Bengaluru
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A KERALA MODEL FOR AN ANTI-DISCRIMINATION
LAW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

A couple turned down for a home they wish to rent, because they are Muslim. A qualified
professional rejected for a job because he uses a wheelchair. A pair of students denied facilities
on campus because of their caste or ethnicity. An air hostess dismissed for being above the
weight deemed desirable, even though male stewards/pursers of that weight continue in their
jobs.

Such incidents are all too common in our society. “Silent segregation” on the grounds of marital
status, gender, sexual orientation or eating preferences are followed in several housing societies
and residents’ associations. The Housing Discrimination Project at Jindal Global Law School has
shown how extensive housing discrimination is across the country. The recent Pew Research
Center Report has confirmed that a substantial number of Indians prefer not to have a person
from a different religious community as their neighbour. The absence of a proper legal recourse
for those who suffer from housing discrimination only makes matters worse.

Indians value religious freedom and tolerance but not great at integration, finds Pew survey

Even though Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was read down by the Supreme Court of
India to exclude consensual relations between adults of the same sex, social prejudice against
members of the LGBTQIA+ community in the country remains strong. Article 15(1) of the
Constitution of India prohibits the state from discriminating against individuals on basis of certain
protected characteristics such as religion, race, caste, sex and place of birth. But it does not bar
private individuals or institutions from doing what the state is not permitted to. Nor does it
expressly list ethnicity, linguistic identity, nationality, marital status, sexual orientation, disability,
physical appearance and other personal characteristics as prohibited grounds of discrimination.

The understanding of discrimination has also evolved over the years. It does not operate along a
single axis; it can take the form of combined discrimination which is a combination of
discrimination on two or more grounds. In April, the Supreme Court, in Patan Jamal Vali vs State
of Andhra Pradesh, recognised intersectional discrimination — discrimination on the basis of the
intersection of personal characteristics, such as that faced by Dalit women as Dalits, as women
and in the unique category of Dalit women. Discriminatory practices may also be indirect in
nature, whereby policies that seem neutral and not expressly targeted at a particular group, still
cause a disproportional adverse impact on disadvantaged sections of society.

Since discrimination thus operates on a wide variety of grounds, legal remedies are needed for
its victims, whether direct, indirect or intersectional. A comprehensive anti-discrimination legal
framework is required to fill the existing legal lacunae. India is one of the few liberal democracies
without such a framework. The Sachar Committee, in 2006, recognised the need for an anti-
discrimination law. This was further reiterated by the Expert Group on Equal Opportunity
Commission headed by Prof. N.R. Madhava Menon. Though the proposal for an anti-
discrimination law was approved by the United Progressive Alliance Cabinet, it was put on the
back-burner after the government changed in 2014.

The need for an anti-discrimination law

https://jgu.edu.in/jgls/faculty-research/research-centers/public-interest-law/housing-discrimination-project/
https://pewrsr.ch/2TOZF9v
https://pewrsr.ch/2TOZF9v
https://www.thehindu.com/news/resources/full-text-of-supreme-courts-verdict-on-section-377-on-september-6-2018/article24880713.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/resources/full-text-of-supreme-courts-verdict-on-section-377-on-september-6-2018/article24880713.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/two-years-since-article-377-annulment-lgbtq-community-still-battling-prejudice/article32534479.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/two-years-since-article-377-annulment-lgbtq-community-still-battling-prejudice/article32534479.ece
https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2020/5024/5024_2020_35_1501_27785_Judgement_27-Apr-2021.pdf
https://main.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2020/5024/5024_2020_35_1501_27785_Judgement_27-Apr-2021.pdf
https://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/sites/default/files/eoc_wwh.pdf
https://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/sites/default/files/eoc_wwh.pdf
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One of us (Tharoor) tried to revive the idea by introducing the Anti-Discrimination and Equality
Bill, 2016 in the Lok Sabha. Perhaps predictably, the Treasury Benches were not interested to
take it forward and the Bill lapsed in 2019 with the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. It seems clear
to us that the only way progressive legislation of this nature can be passed in the present
climate would be if the States lead the way, by enacting anti-discrimination laws in their
respective jurisdictions. States have a vital role in strengthening our right to equality. A central
Bill cannot, at any rate, cover subjects that are under the exclusive jurisdiction of State
governments. And if States take the initiative, the demand for a national anti-discrimination law
to cover services and institutions under the domain of the Union government will be reignited.

Kerala is one the best placed States to take this proposal forward, especially since both the
major political fronts in the State have previously committed themselves to such legislation. The
CPI(M) in its 2019 manifesto and the United Democratic Front (UDF) in its 2021 State Assembly
manifesto have both promised to enact an anti-discrimination law which covers the private and
the public sectors. The State legislature can use its powers under Entry 8 of List III in the
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution to enact an anti-discrimination law that attracts civil
penalties for those who engage in discriminatory practices.

A road map for tolerance

With the invaluable assistance of Professor Tarunabh Khaitan of Oxford University, we have
drafted an anti-discrimination Bill for the Kerala government to consider introducing in the State
Legislative Assembly. The Bill prohibits employers, landlords, traders, service providers, private
persons performing public functions, and public authorities, from discriminating on grounds of
caste, race, ethnicity, descent, sex, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, sexual
orientation, religious identity, tribe, disability, linguistic identity, HIV-status, nationality, marital
status, dietary preference, skin tone, physical appearance, place of residence, place of birth,
age or analogous characteristics which are beyond the control of an individual or those that
constitute a fundamental choice.

At the same time, the Bill balances the anti-discrimination mandate with other rights guaranteed
by the Constitution. The anti-discrimination mandate can be restricted in pursuance of a
legitimate objective:for instance, a drama company putting up a production of the Ramayana
can insist on only male applicants for the role of Ram. That would not be discrimination in the
terms covered by the law.

The Bill also introduces affirmative-action provisions whereby public authorities are obliged to
progressively realise diversification of their workforces by recruiting members of disadvantaged
sections excluded from society, such as transgender persons or persons with disabilities. Given
the backlogs in our judicial system, the Bill establishes a ‘Kerala Equality Commission’ to
adjudicate complaints and to provide policy recommendations to the State government. Given
that the proliferation of post-retirement public offices for judges does not augur well for judicial
independence, the proposed commission does not follow the tried and tested model of former
judges presiding over statutory bodies. Rather, appointments to the Commission are left to the
political process, with substantial weightage given to the largest parties in the State, both in the
Treasury and Opposition benches, to ensure bipartisan buy-in to the process.

The Bill has been forwarded both to the Law Minister of Kerala and the Leader of the Opposition
with the suggestion that it should be subjected to a pre-legislative consultation process, so that
democratic participation in enacting this historic law is encouraged. If this Bill is enacted, it will
be the largest expansion of civil rights in the State since the commencement of the Constitution,
and it can be a model for other States to follow. We recognise that an anti-discrimination law is
not a panacea for the problems of inequality and social prejudice that are deeply rooted in our

http://164.100.47.4/billstexts/lsbilltexts/asintroduced/2991.pdf
http://164.100.47.4/billstexts/lsbilltexts/asintroduced/2991.pdf
https://cpim.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-ls-elc-manifesto.pdf
https://www.kpcc.org.in/uploads/file/manifesto-udf.pdf
https://www.kpcc.org.in/uploads/file/manifesto-udf.pdf
https://www.mea.gov.in/Images/pdf1/S7.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/enact-anti-discrimination-law-tharoor-urges-state/article34790842.ece
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society. Nevertheless, it is a necessary step — an idea whose time has come.

Shashi Tharoor is Member of Parliament for Thiruvananthapuram and an author. Arvind Kurian
Abraham is a fellow at the University of Oxford
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TAPPING ON THE POTENTIAL OF THE YOUTH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

World Population Day is marked on July 11 every year to focus attention on the importance of
population-related issues. It was first observed by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in 1989 and aims to raise the discourse on sustainable ways to safeguard each life that
adds up to a population.

As flagged by a UNDP report last year, and subsequently in a global study by The Lancet, India
will stabilise its population 12 years earlier than expected. Therefore, the window India has to
leverage its ‘demographic dividend’ is narrower than we had thought. Fears of a ‘population
explosion’ are misplaced; instead, it is critical that we focus our attention on safeguarding young
people’s well-being because India’s welfare hinges on them.

Why India’s population may overtake China’s sooner than expected | The Hindu In Focus
Podcast

At 253 million, India’s adolescent population is among the largest. Over 62% of India is aged
between 15 and 59 years, and the median age of the population is less than 30 years. India’s
‘demographic dividend’ represents the potential for economic growth based on the age structure
of the population. However, transforming this potential into reality requires adolescents and the
youth to be healthy and well-educated.

Even before COVID-19 caused country-wide school closures, India’s underfunded education
system was inadequately equipped to provide the skills young people need to take advantage of
emerging employment opportunities. According to the World Bank, public expenditure on
education constituted 4.4% of GDP in 2019 and only 3.4% of GDP in 2020. Another report
revealed that India stands 62nd in terms of public expenditure per student, and fares badly in
quality of education measures such as student-teacher ratios. Coupled with the impact of
COVID-19, this paints a bleak picture of the state of education today.

In India, more than 32 crore students have been affected by the nationwide lockdown due to
COVID-19. Of these, about 15.8 crore are female. The number of schoolgirls who are impacted
is 158 million and many of those who have dropped out are unlikely to go back to school.
Schools have remained closed even in remote areas where the effect of the pandemic has been
minimal. Studies show that school closures have a serious impact on the lives and mental well-
being of children.

Youth can be a clear advantage for India

The impact of the pandemic on adolescents has been severe. A survey by the International
Labour Organization reveals that 65% of adolescents worldwide reported having learnt less
during the pandemic, and 51% felt that their learning would be further delayed. It also
highlighted that adolescent mental well-being has taken a big blow, with 17% of young people
likely to be suffering from anxiety and depression.

It is important, therefore, for policymakers to balance the risks of transmission through children
with the harm of prolonged school closures. By prioritising the vaccination of teachers and
school support staff and also allowing a decentralised approach where district-level officials may
reopen schools based on local COVID-19 transmission rates, schools could be opened in a safe

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lancet-study-predicts-earlier-peak-for-indian-population/article32095120.ece
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and phased manner. In Odisha, for example, community schools have re-opened in some areas.
Students wear face masks and sit physically distanced from each other outdoors under sheds or
tents. With some innovation and creativity, opening schools with a mix of online and offline
options could be an important step to addressing the learning needs and mental well-being of
adolescents.

India’s population data and a tale of two projections

Increased poverty levels during the pandemic may well have led to a worrying spurt in early
marriages of girls in India. As demographers like Shireen Jejeebhoy note, while child marriage
as a strategy to address household poverty has been noted in India in general, it has registered
an alarming rise during the pandemic. This is linked with increases in gender-based violence.
Adolescent girls are at high risk during times like these, given their vulnerability to abuse and
trafficking, especially if primary caregivers fall ill or die. Restricted mobility due to lockdowns puts
girls at risk of violence at home at the hands of caregivers or partners. The impact of the crisis
on adolescents, especially girls, is of gigantic proportions, but the problem is not irredeemable,
provided we display firm commitment to implementing quick and effective strategies to
overcome the challenges.

We are living through a global crisis and the road ahead is uncertain. This will have long-
standing effects on adolescents and youth. Recognising that COVID-19 has affected all
dimensions of the lives of youth, collaborative actions by key ministries, government agencies,
and civil society will be central to developing a holistic and meaningful solution. It is imperative
that we have in place mechanisms for better inter-sectoral collaboration as we move to
safeguard the futures of our adolescents. School mid-day meals, for example, exemplify how
improved nutrition benefits learning. Not only do they provide an incentive for parents to send
their children to school on the assurance of one nutritious meal; they also provide the calorie
intake required to stay alert in the classroom. Studies have established strong links between
nutrition and cognitive scores among teenagers. Coordination across departments can enable
better solutions and greater efficiencies in tackling the crisis that our adolescents face.

Much could be gained if the Ministry of Education took steps to ensure that adolescents,
especially girls, continue their education during the pandemic. Simultaneously, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare must collaborate with the Education Ministry to disseminate key
information to help adolescents safeguard their health and ability to learn.

China’s coercive population measures serve as warning for India: Experts

Given that school closures have impacted access to schemes such as the delivery of menstrual
hygiene products to adolescents, teachers can work as volunteers for collaborating with frontline
health workers to distribute sanitary napkins to girls. To address the mental health of
adolescents, the Health and Education Ministries should strengthen outreach via existing
helplines and by enabling conversations on critical issues regarding their reproductive and
sexual health.

There is enough academic research to demonstrate how the demographic dividend contributed
to growth in other countries, especially during East Asia’s economic miracle of 1965-1990.
During that period, East Asia's working age population grew at a faster rate than its dependent
population, thereby expanding the per capita productivity of these economies. This occurred
because East Asian countries developed social, economic, and political institutions and policies
that allowed them to realise the growth potential created by the transition.

Also read | ‘Efficacy of two-child norm has never been demonstrated’

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/efficacy-of-two-child-norm-has-never-been-demonstrated-says-population-foundation-of-indias-poonam-muttreja/article35061693.ece
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Improving the lives of our adolescents in mission mode would lift their lives, but also generate a
virtuous cycle with healthier and educated young adults contributing substantially to securing
India’s future.

Poonam Muttreja is Executive Director and Dipa Nag Choudhury is Director of Programmes,
Population Foundation of India
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EXPLAINED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Home Quarantine - Icon as EPS 10 File   | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

The story so far: As countries start lifting curbs imposed on societies due to the COVID-19
pandemic, news reports have indicated higher rates of respiratory infections, even unseasonal
diseases such as influenza and the respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). Doctors have called this
the “immunity debt” brought on by non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) put in place to
reduce the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

The NPIs, including social distancing, use of masks, and hand hygiene, were seen as being
effective in breaking the chain of transmission of the SARS-CoV-2. During the pandemic, they
have been employed to do exactly that, and have succeeded at varying levels in countries,
depending on the level of compliance.

However, they have had unintended consequences for other respiratory infections as well.
Rachel E. Baker et al have highlighted the issue in a Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America (PNAS) paper titled The impact of COVID-19
nonpharmaceutical interventions on the future dynamics of endemic infections. America is
among the nations seeing an increase in the number of RSV cases in the infant population.
“Non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) have been employed to reduce the transmission of
severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), yet these measures are
already having similar effects on other directly transmitted, endemic diseases. Disruptions to the
seasonal transmission patterns of these diseases may have consequences for the timing and
severity of future outbreaks,” it states.

Gagandeep Kang, Professor of Microbiology, Christian Medical College, Vellore, explains:
“Basically, when you are constantly exposed to infectious agents, what you are doing is boosting
the immune response in the human body. If you don’t see the bugs you normally see, there is a
possibility that there are unseasonal outbreaks, and with greater severity than usual.”

Q. Sue Huang, Tim Wood and others record in Nature Communications that New Zealand,
which has seen a number of RSV cases, has a well-established influenza circulation pattern with
peak incidences in the winter months. “Remarkably, influenza virus circulation was almost non-
existent during the 2020 winter, a 99.9% reduction compared with previous years,” the report
said. They postulated that the country’s use of stringent lockdowns and border controls had
resulted in substantial reduction in contact between individuals, leading to the fall in the number
of cases in 2020.

RSV can be severe in very young infants, but it is commonly a winter infection. Babies gain
some protection from mothers, but the mother must have had some exposure to the virus. If
mothers are not exposed, it leaves the baby unprotected, and if it is not very severe, children
can be supported through the infection, explains Dr. Kang. A monoclonal antibody is used to
treat RSV. In adults, an outbreak of seasonal influenza is expected.

While lockdowns, as they reduce the chances of transmission, might affect other respiratory
infections, is it possible that there might be a rash of other infections as well, for instance,
gastrointestinal (GI) infections? Ashish Bavdekar, a Pune-based paediatric gastroenterologist,
says this may be possible, although data to support it is not available in India. “We do not have
very good data on this. In fact, we don’t have data on the number of cases of RSV too, but we

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Getty-Images-iStockphoto/
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/48/30547
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/48/30547
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-21157-9
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will know about GI-related infections in a few months,” he says. “This is such an unusual
phenomenon that has occurred. But I don’t think the change of season will have long-term
epidemiological effects, they will go back to the regular seasonal impact in a while.”

Despite the huge social and economic costs, lockdowns and social distancing have shown
demonstrable success in containing the pandemic. But how stringent should lockdown
measures be in future?

The Nature Communications article calls for a reassessment of the role of NPIs and an analysis
to identify the most effective components to prevent respiratory virus transmission and infection.
This might yield “new and sustainable interventions that can minimise and prevent seasonal and
epidemic respiratory viral illnesses in the future”.

Our code of editorial values

Depression could be exacerbated post-long COVID, says expert.

If the recommendations of a 13-member expert committee headed by cardiologist Devi Prasad
Shetty are implemented by the State government, detection of
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THE 2020 MILLENNIUM TECHNOLOGY PRIZE GOES
TO…

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Perfect blend: The work of Shankar Balasubramanian (right) and David Klenerman brings
together science and innovation.   | Photo Credit: Millennium Technology Prize

The 2020 Millennium Technology Prize, announced in May, has been awarded to Shankar
Balasubramanian and David Klenerman, “for their development of revolutionary DNA
sequencing techniques.” Their work is a perfect blend of science and innovation, and very apt as
we have all heard a great deal about genome sequencing in the context of the ongoing
pandemic.

Awarded by the Republic of Finland, along with top Finnish academic institutions and industries,
The Millennium Prize has a 21st century outlook, with a strong emphasis on innovation. Past
winners include Tim Berners-Lee (for implementing the world-wide web) and Frances Arnold (for
her work on directed evolution in a laboratory setting). Three of the eleven awardees so far have
subsequently won Nobel prizes. We wait, with bated breath, for Balasubramanian and
Klenerman!

Shankar Balasubramanian was born in Chennai, and has lived in England for most of his life.
After his PhD, he joined the Chemistry Department, Cambridge University. He teamed up with
David Klenerman, recruited by the Department around the same time. The initial aim was to
build a microscope that could follow single molecules. Of special interest to him was the
molecular machinery that DNA uses to make copies of itself. Somewhere in their discussions
arose the germ of the idea for a new way to read the alphabet that make up DNA, and to thereby
access the information stored in them.

DNA (or RNA, in some viruses), the genetic material of life forms, is made of four bases (A, T, G
and C; with U replacing T in the case of RNA). A chromosome is the duplex of a long linear
chain of these – and in the DNA sequence is information – the blueprint of life. Life famously can
replicate, and DNA replicates when an enzyme, DNA polymerase, synthesises a complementary
strand using an existing DNA strand as the template.

The breakthrough idea of Balasubramanian and Klenerman was to sequence DNA (or RNA)
using this process of strand synthesis. They cleverly modified their ATGC bases so that each
shone with a different colour. When copied, the “coloured” copy of DNA could be deciphered
from the colours alone, using miniature optical and electronic devices.

A very significant advance in their “Next Generation Sequencing” (NGS) method lies in the size
of DNA that could be sequenced at one go – more than a million base pairs can be sequenced,
which translates to hundreds of genes or even the whole genome of an organism. This is made
possible by simultaneously sequencing hundreds of pieces of DNA at the same time. Many
copies of this long DNA “sentence” are randomly broken up into small pieces, each no more
than a few hundred bases long, which are all sequenced together. The “reads” are then fitted
together, in the manner of a puzzle, to give the final sequence.

This technology was spun off as a commercial entity, Solexa, with the initiative of
Balasubramanian and Klenerman. This phenomenally successful startup was later acquired by
the biotech company Illumina.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Millennium-Technology-Prize/
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What about the cost of all this sequencing? When the Human Genome Project delivered the
first, near-complete sequence of our genome, the cost was estimated to have been 3 billion
dollars. As all our chromosomes together have 3 billion base pairs, it becomes an easy
calculation – One dollar per sequenced base. By the year 2020, Next Generation Sequencing
technologies had pushed the price for sequencing your genome down to a thousand dollars –
when this technology becomes prevalent in India, this sum should become a few thousands of
rupees!

To think that a coronavirus genome has not 3 billion but 30,000 RNA bases – not surprisingly,
this has resulted in an explosion of data on the genomes of the novel coronavirus and its
variants. Health authorities in the United Kingdom have sequenced the viral genome of one out
of sixteen people who have tested Covid-positive. The popular genomic data sharing site GSAID
has over two million submissions of Cov-2 genomic sequences, from 172 countries. NGS has
been at the heart of monitoring the spread of viral variants across the globe, and tracing the
source of outbreaks.

Shankar Balasubramanian continues to run a fine laboratory, focused on the design of
therapeutic molecules that would tune down the uncontrolled expression of certain genes, and
so control the damage they cause in conditions such as cancer.

(This article has been written by D. Balasubramanian in collaboration with Sushil Chandani who
is a professional computational biologist, sushilchandani@gmail.com )

dbala@lvpei.org
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INDIA AIMS TO TARGET OVER 100 BILLION “BLUE
ECONOMY” THROUGH DEEP OCEAN MISSION AND
OCEAN RESOURCES – MINISTER DR. JITENDRA
SINGH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today said that in the years to come, India aims to
target over 100 billion “Blue Economy” through its Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) and ocean
resources.

Addressing the scientists in the Ministry of Earth Sciences here today, the Minister reiterated the
importance of exploring the ocean to give further fillip to the growth of country's economy. He
said, this could be a new avenue to supplement the country’s economy to the tune of an
estimated Rs. 110 billion. “Deep Ocean Mission'' planned by the Ministry of Earth Sciences will
be carried out in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) and it will be a
major step in the direction of integrating and bringing together the efforts of the different streams
of science operating under different Ministries in the government, he said.

In addition, Dr Jitendra Singh said, the “Deep Ocean Mission” will also have far-reaching
benefits for the common man. For example, it could help in providing clean drinking water and
explore the avenues of desalination of water as well as extracting minerals from the ocean belt.

The Minister directed the officials of India Meteorological Department (IMD) to use social media
platforms more effectively, so that accurate information can be disseminated quickly.
Achievements of the Ministry, especially those benefiting the common man need to be
highlighted through the Media, he said. He urged the officials to cut down on wasteful
expenditure and explore the feasibility of merging autonomous bodies under the Ministry.

Director Generals, senior scientists and officials of the administrative wings of the Ministry
attended the review meeting.

The Ministry of Earth Sciences has ten Institutes including five autonomous bodies under its
ambit. The Ministry carries out its research & development and operational activities under five
major umbrella schemes.
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Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today said that in the years to come, India aims to
target over 100 billion “Blue Economy” through its Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) and ocean
resources.

Addressing the scientists in the Ministry of Earth Sciences here today, the Minister reiterated the
importance of exploring the ocean to give further fillip to the growth of country's economy. He
said, this could be a new avenue to supplement the country’s economy to the tune of an
estimated Rs. 110 billion. “Deep Ocean Mission'' planned by the Ministry of Earth Sciences will
be carried out in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation(ISRO) and it will be a
major step in the direction of integrating and bringing together the efforts of the different streams
of science operating under different Ministries in the government, he said.
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In addition, Dr Jitendra Singh said, the “Deep Ocean Mission” will also have far-reaching
benefits for the common man. For example, it could help in providing clean drinking water and
explore the avenues of desalination of water as well as extracting minerals from the ocean belt.

The Minister directed the officials of India Meteorological Department (IMD) to use social media
platforms more effectively, so that accurate information can be disseminated quickly.
Achievements of the Ministry, especially those benefiting the common man need to be
highlighted through the Media, he said. He urged the officials to cut down on wasteful
expenditure and explore the feasibility of merging autonomous bodies under the Ministry.

Director Generals, senior scientists and officials of the administrative wings of the Ministry
attended the review meeting.

The Ministry of Earth Sciences has ten Institutes including five autonomous bodies under its
ambit. The Ministry carries out its research & development and operational activities under five
major umbrella schemes.
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SCHEME FOR WIDOWS IN ASSAM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Assam government on Sunday launched a scheme entailing a one-time financial assistance
of Rs. 2.5 lakh to women who lost their husbands to COVID-19 since March-April 2020.

The Chief Minister’s COVID-19 Widows Support Scheme is for women from low-income families
with a total annual income of up to Rs. 5 lakh.

“Our government, in its bid to provide a little support at this testing time, has decided to assuage
the sufferings of the family members of the deceased with financial support,” Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

He added that the scheme had been launched to help the beneficiaries lead a life of dignity.

Launching the scheme, he handed over a cheque of Rs. 2.5 lakh each to 176 beneficiaries
belonging to eight districts. Officials said 883 women were eligible for the scheme so far. The
cheques of the remaining beneficiaries would be handed over by the guardian Ministers, each in
charge of a few districts.

“We have already launched the Sishu Seva Scheme to secure the academic future of the
children who have lost both their parents to COVID-19,” Dr. Sarma said.
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AN UNPRODUCTIVE IDEA: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
U.P.’S NEW POPULATION POLICY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Incentives and penalties form an integral component of the measures to control population
growth, announced by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Sunday. These steps
are aimed at reducing U.P.’s total fertility rate (TFR), recorded as 2.7 by the National Family
Health Survey-4 in 2016, a figure only lower than that of neighbouring Bihar (3.1 as of 2020 in
NFHS-5). Aims in this direction — increasing the rate of modern contraceptive prevalence, male
contraception, decreasing maternal mortality and infant mortality rates significantly by 2026 —
are, on the face of it, in line with what was stressed at the Cairo International Conference on
Population and Development in 1994. The Cairo Consensus called for a promotion of
reproductive rights, empowering women, universal education, maternal and infant health to
untangle the knotty issue of poverty and high fertility. But rather than taking steps in this
direction, the Government seems to have taken the beaten path of a mixture of incentives and
penalties to tackle what is a socio-economic issue as a demographic one. In a draft Uttar
Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation and Welfare) Bill, 2021, the Government aims to
incentivise one-child families and reward those with two children with perks in government
schemes, rebates in taxes and loans, and cash awards if family planning is done among other
sops. Disincentives for those with more than two children include denial of subsidies and welfare
benefits, a bar on applying for government jobs and taking part in local elections. Assam, also
led by the BJP, is mulling a similar policy.

The incentives/disincentives approach has been denounced in the past by the National Human
Rights Commission after such measures were introduced by several States in the 1990s and
2000s, i.e., Haryana, undivided Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Odisha. The Supreme Court, in 2003, upheld a Haryana government law barring persons with
more than two children from contesting local body polls, but the legal grounding of the moves
impinging upon the informed choice of the individual remained questionable. Empirical studies of
coercive measures have shown their discrimination against marginalised people in particular
and with no discernible effect on population control, while more substantive poverty reduction
schemes and economic reforms have raised labour productivity and employment opportunities,
allowed families to empower women, and reduced fertility rates as rational choices. India’s TFRs
have been reducing substantially across most States, even in U.P. and Bihar with the highest
TFRs. To hasten the drop to replacement levels of fertility, States should tackle the socio-
economic issues confronting India’s largely youthful demography rather than seeking neo-
Malthusian approaches on population control.

Our code of editorial values

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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MAKING WELFARE CONDITIONAL IS A STAMP OF
COERCION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

On Sunday, the government of Uttar Pradesh released a “Population Policy” in which it stated its
intention to bring the gross fertility rate in the State down from the existing 2.7 to 2.1 by 2026. To
achieve this, the government says it will consider the enactment of a new piece of legislation.
One such law that might be on the anvil is an ominous proposal released just days earlier by the
State’s Law Commission.

This draft law, titled the Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilisation and Welfare) Bill, 2021,
seeks to provide not only a series of incentives to families that adhere to a two-child norm, but
also intends on disentitling families that breach the norm from benefits and subsidies. These
recommendations are rooted in a culture of coercion. They are also steeped in myth.
Experiences from across the world demonstrate that laws of this kind simply do not work. They
invariably instil an attitude of discrimination, with a burden imposed disparately on the most
vulnerable groups in society.

U.P. law panel moots proposals to promote two-child norm

The draft Bill echoes the U.P. government’s new policy in claiming that the State’s ecological
and economic resources are limited. According to it, unless population growth is regulated, the
State will be unable to guarantee the provision of basic rights to all citizens. It also invokes some
of the now-usual buzzwords: sustainable development, it says, cannot be achieved without
government-imposed birth control.

To these ends, the draft postulates an array of measures. It promises public servants who
undergo sterilisation and adopt a two-child norm several benefits. These include two increments
during their service, subsidy towards the purchase of a house, maternity, or paternity leave, with
full salary and allowances, as the case may be, for up to 12 months, and free health care and
insurance coverage for the spouse.

This is as far as the “incentives” go. The draft Bill also contains a list of punishments. It terms
these euphemistically as “disincentives”. A person who breaches the two-child norm will be
debarred from securing the benefit of any government-sponsored welfare scheme and will be
disqualified from applying to any State government job. Existing government employees who
infringe the rule will be denied the benefit of promotion. And last, transgressing individuals will
be prohibited from contesting elections to local authorities and bodies.

Editorial | An unproductive idea: On U.P.’s new population policy

It is worth pondering over whether regulation of population is necessary at all. But assuming
such regulation is a legitimate governmental aim, the first question that we must ask of the new
proposal is: why. After all, experiences from other States in India show us that there are more
efficacious and alternative measures available to control the growth of population, including
processes aimed at improving public health and access to education.

Indeed, the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare conceded as much before the Supreme
Court late last year. Through an affidavit filed in court, the central government argued that

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ups-new-population-policy-keeps-all-sections-in-mind-adityanath/article35263976.ece
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“international experience shows that any coercion to have a certain number of children is
counter-productive and leads to demographic distortions”. The Government further confirmed
that India was committed to its obligations under international law, including the principles
contained in the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of
Action, 1994.

VHP raises objection to U.P. population Bill

Foremost in those principles was a pledge from nations that they would look beyond
demographic targets and focus instead on guaranteeing a right to reproductive freedom. Since
then, in India, the Supreme Court of India has recognised this right as an inalienable promise. In
Suchita Srivastava & Anr vs Chandigarh Administration (2009), the Court found that a woman’s
freedom to make reproductive decisions is an integral facet of the right to personal liberty
guaranteed by Article 21. “It is important,” the Court wrote, “to recognise that reproductive
choices can be exercised to procreate as well as to abstain from procreating”.

This ruling was endorsed by the Supreme Court’s nine-judge Bench verdict in K.S. Puttaswamy
vs Union of India (2017). A reading of the plurality of opinions there shows us that the
Constitution sees a person’s autonomy over her body as an extension of the right to privacy. In
his judgment, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud held that privacy partakes different connotations. These
include decisional autonomy, which comprehends, among other things, liberty over “intimate
personal choices such as those governing reproduction”. Justice S.K. Kaul similarly declared in
his separate judgment that the right to procreation was an important constituent of “the privacy
of the home”.

Like all other fundamental rights, the right to privacy is not boundless. But, as Puttaswamy
clarifies, any restriction placed on the right must conform to a doctrine of proportionality. This
requires first, that the limitation be rooted in statute; second, that the state show us that the
objective of its law is founded on a legitimate governmental aim; third that there are no
alternative and less intrusive measures available to achieve the same objective; and fourth, that
there exists a rational connection between the limitation imposed and the aims of the statute.
The logic here is simple: in pursuing public interest, it is essential that governments ensure that
individual liberties are encroached upon to the lowest degree possible. A simple reading of
U.P.’s draft law will show us that, if enacted, it will grossly impinge on the right to reproductive
freedom. The government will likely argue that there is no violation of privacy here because any
decision on sterilisation would be voluntary. But, as we ought to by now know, making welfare
conditional is a hallmark of coercion. If we want the idea of India as a welfare state to mean
something, the right to access basic goods cannot be made provisional on a person sacrificing
her bodily autonomy.

‘Efficacy of two-child norm has never been demonstrated’

By all accounts, therefore, the proposed law will fall foul of a proportionality analysis. If nothing
else, the Union government’s concession in the Supreme Court demonstrates that there are
several alternative, less-intrusive means available to regulate population.

But the new proposal is also worrying because it is likely to bring with it a host of other
deleterious consequences.

For instance, an already skewed sex ratio may be compounded by families aborting a daughter
in the hope of having a son with a view to conforming to the two-child norm. The law could also
lead to a proliferation in sterilisation camps, a practice that the Supreme Court has previously
deprecated. In Devika Biswas vs Union of India (2016), the Court pointed to how these camps

https://main.sci.gov.in/judgment/judis/35395.pdf
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invariably have a disparate impact on minorities and other vulnerable groups.

Tapping on the potential of the youth

As is so often the case with bad laws in India, though, this draft Bill may find support from some
past judgments of the Supreme Court. In this case, the Government may point to the judgment
in Javed & Ors vs State of Haryana & Ors (2003), where the Court upheld a law that disqualified
persons with more than two children from contesting in local body elections. But not only is the
present proposal far more disproportionate — in that it virtually sanctions civil death for those
that violate the norms it fixes — the judgment in Javed can no longer be seen as good law.

For one thing, its reasoning flies in the face of Puttaswamy. But as rousing as the nine-judge
Bench verdict is, its legacy depends on how its findings are applied. For the judgment to have
tangible value and meaning, any law of this kind, which invades upon our most personal and
ethical choices, must be seen as repugnant to the Constitution.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate practising at the Madras High Court
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NO PSEUDOSCIENCE, PLEASE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) is India’s premier national institute for
improving access to education. Recently, IGNOU launched a degree course in astrology. This
obsession with astrology is not a new phenomenon in a country which recently sent a spacecraft
in orbit around Mars. A similar decision was taken by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government in
2001, which was withdrawn after widespread opposition. In this context, all the citizens of this
country who are concerned about the status of education and the role of scientific temperament
in education need to take a stance about this decision.

Let us start by examining what is covered by the IGNOU syllabus. Even a casual look at the
syllabus gives us an understanding of the unscientific nature of the course. The syllabus
includes the study of horoscopes, which are determined by the state of different planets at the
time of our birth and which apparently impact all the things that we do throughout our life. It also
includes how to decide on an auspicious time for initiating a specific task. It claims to train its
students in how to nullify the ill effects occurring due to specific problems in their horoscope. The
range of problems for which astrology can offer solutions has no limit. It provides solutions on
when one needs to apply for a job to ensure a good result to even determining the time a nation
has to take a decision to start a war!

A seesaw of science and pseudoscience

Let us try and evaluate the three basic assumptions of astrology on which this syllabus is based.
The first assumption is that the planets around us in the universe have a continuous effect on
human life. The second assumption is that the result depends on the time of birth of the person
and the third assumption is that the future of a person depends on all this and can be changed
by solutions offered by an astrologer.

Let us now look at the main objections by astronomy (the science of the universe) to these
assumptions. As per astrology, nine Navagrahas affect our lives. All of us know that four of
these Navagrahas are not even grahas (planets). The sun is not a planet but a star. The moon is
the natural satellite of the earth. Rahu and Ketu, which are claimed to be the most dangerous
planets in astrology, are not even planets but points of intersection of the paths of the sun and
the moon. The Milky Way, in which the sun and solar system are included, has countless stars
other than the sun. It is not very difficult to appreciate how unscientific and potentially dangerous
it will be to allow something like astrology as a mainstream course.

Next, let us look at the time of birth. The nature of a horoscope is dependent on the time of one’s
birth. And the time of birth used for this purpose by astrology is the time when the baby takes the
first breath outside the mother’s womb. Modern science tells us that the baby is actually born
when the sperm and ovum come together to form the embryo, and it grows for the next nine
months through different stages. How do all these Navagrahas not have any impact on the baby
when it is inside the mother’s womb and start affecting it only when it comes out? Astrologers
have no answer. It is a simple observation that thousands of children are born in the world every
second and their futures are not the same. What will be in their horoscope when a human being
gives birth to a baby, say, on the moon or Mars tomorrow? The most serious effect of depending
on astrology is that it takes human agency out of our lives.

The science teaching and rationality India needs
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While we are on the path to astrology, Elon Musk, an American businessman, has started a
project to humanise Mars under the SpaceX mission. The robotic rovers sent by NASA to Mars
are collecting information and sending it back to earth. Stephen Hawking stated that the search
for a habitable planet like earth in the universe should be the priority of astronomical research.
Against this background, one needs to learn to differentiate between astrology, which is a
pseudo-science, and astrophysics, which is a robust scientific discipline. Astrology exploits the
vulnerability of the human mind while people face uncertainty. On the other hand, astrophysics
depends on the core scientific principles of precise observations, hypothesis, experimentation
and results based on all these. In an era where pseudoscience has started becoming the new
normal, it’s our responsibility as citizens to oppose such decisions and demand the withdrawal of
such a course.

Hamid Dabholkar is a psychiatrist and member of the rationalist movement called the
Maharashtra Andhashraddha Nirmulan Samiti
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PRIME MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA MODI
INAUGURATES AND DEDICATES PRASHAD PROJECTS
IN VARANASI, UTTAR PRADESH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated various development projects in Varanasi which
includesTourist Facilitation Centre under the Project “Development of Varanasi Under
PRASHAD Scheme – Phase II” and operation of Cruise Boat from Assi Ghat to RajGhat under
the Project “Development of River Cruise in Varanasi under PRASHAD Scheme”. Governor,
Ut tar  Pradesh Smt .  Anand iben Pate l ,  Ch ie f  Min is ter  o f  Ut tar  Pradesh Shr i
Yogi Adityanath, Minister Shri Nilkanth Tiwari and M. P. Shri Surendra Narayan Sinha were also
present on this occasion.  

The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive’
(PRASHAD) is a Central Sector Scheme fully financed by the Government of India launched by
the Ministry of Tourism in the year 2014-15 with the objective of integrated development of
identified pilgrimage and heritage destinations. The scheme aimed at infrastructure development
such as entry points (Road, Rail and Water Transport), last mile connectivity, basic tourism
facilities like Information/ Interpretation Centers, ATM/ Money exchange, eco-friendly modes of
transport, area Lighting and illumination with renewable sources of energy, parking, drinking
water, toilets, cloak room, waiting rooms, first aid centers, craft bazars /haats/ souvenir shops/
cafeteria, rain shelters, Telecom facilities, internet connectivity etc. The project “Development of
Varanasi Under PRASHAD Scheme – Phase II” was approved by the Ministry of Tourism with
the cost of Rs. 44.69 crores in Feb. 2018. The components viz. ‘Panchkoshi Path’, ‘Pilgrim
Facilitation Center’, ‘Rameshwar’, ‘Road Development’ and ‘Signages’ have been successfully
completed and dedicated to the nation. The project “Development of River Cruise in Varanasi
under PRASHAD Scheme” was approved by the Ministry of Tourism with the cost of Rs. 10.72
crores in Feb. 2018. The components viz. ‘Passenger Cum Cruise Vehicle’, ‘Modular Jetty’,
‘Audio Visual Interventions’, and ‘CCTV Surveillane’ have been successfully completed and
dedicated to the nation.

Prime Minister praised the state government for the optimum use of the funds released by the
Government of India for creating the facilities of international standards.

  

*******

NB/OA

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated various development projects in Varanasi which
includesTourist Facilitation Centre under the Project “Development of Varanasi Under
PRASHAD Scheme – Phase II” and operation of Cruise Boat from Assi Ghat to RajGhat under
the Project “Development of River Cruise in Varanasi under PRASHAD Scheme”. Governor,
Ut tar  Pradesh Smt .  Anand iben Pate l ,  Ch ie f  Min is ter  o f  Ut tar  Pradesh Shr i
Yogi Adityanath, Minister Shri Nilkanth Tiwari and M. P. Shri Surendra Narayan Sinha were also
present on this occasion.  

The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive’
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(PRASHAD) is a Central Sector Scheme fully financed by the Government of India launched by
the Ministry of Tourism in the year 2014-15 with the objective of integrated development of
identified pilgrimage and heritage destinations. The scheme aimed at infrastructure development
such as entry points (Road, Rail and Water Transport), last mile connectivity, basic tourism
facilities like Information/ Interpretation Centers, ATM/ Money exchange, eco-friendly modes of
transport, area Lighting and illumination with renewable sources of energy, parking, drinking
water, toilets, cloak room, waiting rooms, first aid centers, craft bazars /haats/ souvenir shops/
cafeteria, rain shelters, Telecom facilities, internet connectivity etc. The project “Development of
Varanasi Under PRASHAD Scheme – Phase II” was approved by the Ministry of Tourism with
the cost of Rs. 44.69 crores in Feb. 2018. The components viz. ‘Panchkoshi Path’, ‘Pilgrim
Facilitation Center’, ‘Rameshwar’, ‘Road Development’ and ‘Signages’ have been successfully
completed and dedicated to the nation. The project “Development of River Cruise in Varanasi
under PRASHAD Scheme” was approved by the Ministry of Tourism with the cost of Rs. 10.72
crores in Feb. 2018. The components viz. ‘Passenger Cum Cruise Vehicle’, ‘Modular Jetty’,
‘Audio Visual Interventions’, and ‘CCTV Surveillane’ have been successfully completed and
dedicated to the nation.

Prime Minister praised the state government for the optimum use of the funds released by the
Government of India for creating the facilities of international standards.
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INDIA NEEDS A RENEWED HEALTH-CARE SYSTEM
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

India has a new Union Health Minister after the recent cabinet reshuffle. So, what does the new
Health Minister need to learn from previous experience, and what unfinished tasks need to be
taken forward? As citizens, how should we expect the Government to perform better on the
public health front, given the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic? If the Union Health Ministry
acts upon the following health system lessons, this would not only enable improved handling of
COVID-19, but would also have widespread positive impacts extending much beyond the
COVID-19 situation.

For any population, the availability of functional public health systems is literally a question of life
and death. This is evident by comparing two States which currently have the highest number of
COVID-19 cases in India — Maharashtra and Kerala. Their per capita gross State domestic
product (GSDP), reflecting the overall economic situation in each State, is similar. However,
their COVID-19 case fatality rates are hugely different — this being 0.48% for Kerala and 2.04%
for Maharashtra, with the shocking implication that on average, a COVID-19 patient in
Maharashtra has been over four times more likely to die when compared to one in Kerala.

Rigorously implement public health, social measures: WHO

A major reason for such critical divergence is likely to be the huge differences in the
effectiveness of public health systems. Kerala has per capita two and a half times more
government doctors, and an equally higher proportion of government hospital beds when
compared to Maharashtra, while allocating per capita over one and half times higher funds on
public health every year. Despite Maharashtra having a large private health-care sector, its weak
public health system has proved to be a critical deficiency.

In contrast, robust government health-care services in Kerala have translated into: a more
effective outreach, timely testing, early case detection and more rational treatment for COVID
patients, which all together reduce fatality rates. Existing evidence from the COVID-19 pandemic
provides a clear message: a neglect of public health systems can mean large-scale, avoidable
losses of lives; hence, public health services must be upgraded rapidly and massively as a
topmost priority.

Talking of priorities, if the 20,000 crore or nearabout allocated for the Central Vista project were
to be utilised instead to set up oxygen plants, two-thirds of the over 25,000 government hospitals
across India could acquire their own oxygen source, thus helping to save the lives of lakhs of
COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 patients. A larger programme which requires the immediate
attention of the Health Minister is the National Health Mission (NHM); since 2017-18, Union
government allocations for the NHM have declined in real terms, resulting in inadequate support
to States for core activities such as immunisation, while systemic gaps affect the delivery of
COVID-19 vaccination.

We need to urgently invest in public health

Although urban people across India have experienced major shortages of public health services
during COVID-19, the condition of the National Urban Health Mission (NUHM) remains pathetic.
This year’s Central allocation for the NUHM is 1,000 crore, which amounts to less than 2 per
month per urban Indian. This situation must change, and as recommended by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee, for reaching National Health Policy targets, the Government must allocate

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-cabinet-reshuffle-on-july-7-live-updates/article35185309.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-public-health-boosts-an-economy/article31635362.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/rise-in-covid-19-cases-in-kerala-maharashtra-cause-of-grave-worry-pm/article35359288.ece?homepage=true
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1.6-lakh crore for public health during the current year. This would amount to a doubling of the
present central health Budget, which could enable major strengthening of health services in rural
and urban areas across the country.

Another clear priority that has been highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic is the need to
regulate rates and standards of care in the private sector. Massive hospital bills have caused
untold distress even among the middle class; COVID-19 care often costs 1 lakh to 3 lakh per
week in large private hospitals. The ‘Remdesivir panic’ was significantly linked with major
overuse of this medicine by unregulated private hospitals, despite the drug lacking efficacy to
reduce COVID-19 mortality. Although various determinants have contributed to the
Mucormycosis outbreak, irrational use of steroids in COVID-19 patients, especially diabetics,
appears to be an important factor.

The fault line of poor health infrastructure

Yet, despite accumulating evidence on the need for comprehensive regulation of private
hospitals, the central government is yet to take necessary steps to promote the implementation
of the Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act (CEA).

Passed in 2010 and presently applicable to 11 States across India, this Act is not effectively
implemented due to a major delay in notification of central minimum standards, and failure to
develop the central framework for regulation of rates. Responding to public distress, around 15
State governments invoked disaster-related provisions to regulate rates for COVID-19 treatment
in private hospitals. However, initiatives from the central government to promote regulation of
private hospitals during the COVID-19 situation are conspicuously inadequate. Learning from
stark market failures during the COVID-19 pandemic, comprehensive regulation of private health
care in public interest now must be a critical agenda for the new Health Minister.

Needed, a transfusion for public health care

A logical corollary of the first two lessons is that health services should not be further privatised.
However, flying in the face of health-care distress faced by ordinary Indians during the last 16
months, NITI Aayog has recently published the document, ‘Investment Opportunities in India’s
Healthcare Sector’. This promotes further privatisation of health care in a country which already
has one of the most privatised health systems in the world.

Published in the midst of widespread experiences of large-scale overcharging and irrational care
by private providers during the COVID-19 epidemic, the report fails to acknowledge the negative
aspects of unregulated private health care; neither is there any mention of the need for
regulation of private hospitals. Instead, the document celebrates the COVID-19 epidemic as a
prime business opportunity to be exploited, stating that ‘in the hospital segment, the expansion
of private players to Tier 2 and Tier 3 locations, beyond metropolitan cities, offers an attractive
investment opportunity’. Proposals for handing over public hospitals to private operators, who
would presumably now run these key public institutions on commercial lines under the ‘Viability
Gap Funding’ scheme are deeply worrisome, especially since public health services which were
hitherto free of cost, would begin to be charged for.

Strengthening public health capacities in disasters

Assuming that the Union Health Ministry has a primary mandate to shape national health policy
in India, the Health Minister must assert his authority to stop such moves for further privatisation,
which might benefit health-care corporates but would be damaging for ordinary people.

https://niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2021-03/InvestmentOpportunities_HealthcareSector_0.pdf
https://niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2021-03/InvestmentOpportunities_HealthcareSector_0.pdf
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To conclude, this is a time when it is critical to rebuild people’s trust in public health systems.
This would help in overcoming COVID-19 vaccination hesitancy while strengthening the
promotion of healthy behaviours necessary to deal with the current wave of COVID-19 and
prevent a third wave. This would be done best if the new Health Minister acts on three core
health system lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic — a need for strengthening public health
systems; regulating private health care, and preventing further privatisation of the health sector.
It is not unjustified to expect our new Health Minister to present an example to the people of
India, by acting decisively for public health systems.

Dr. Abhay Shukla, a public health professional and health activist, is a National Co-convenor of
Jan Swasthya Abhiyan
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AN IRRATIONAL DRAFT POPULATION CONTROL BILL
THAT MUST GO

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Many of us working in the field of public health and social development have been taken aback,
if not downright shocked, by the recently announced draft Uttar Pradesh Population (Control,
Stabilization and Welfare) Bill, 2021 that focuses exclusively on making a two-child norm a law,
specifying various incentives and penalties for contravention. The burgeoning negative reaction
to this proposal derives from a variety of inherent dangers, but also because most experts would
agree that the conceptual clarity on ‘development being the best contraception’ and the
irrationality of incentives-disincentives had been, ostensibly, long settled.

As early as 1994, the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development (UN 1994); to which India is a signatory, strongly avers that coercion, incentives
and disincentives have little role to play in population stabilisation and need to be replaced by
the principle of informed free choice.

Making welfare conditional is a stamp of coercion

This principle is also echoed in the National Population Policy 2000, which unequivocally
supports a target-free approach and explicitly focuses on education, maternal and child health
and survival, and the availability of health-care services, including contraceptive services, as key
strategies for population stabilisation. The logic and rationale for this global and national
articulation against incentives and disincentives, and in favour of the developmental measures
mentioned above applies as much to Uttar Pradesh and other States today as they did when
these policies were formulated.

Consider the rationale below with the facts as they stand:

The population of India, and Uttar Pradesh is on the road to stabilisation regardless of coercive
policies such as the two-child norm. The fertility rate for Uttar Pradesh (National Family Health
Survey, or NFHS-4) is 2.7, compared to 3.8 10 years ago (NFHS-3). This trend is correlated with
improvements in health indicators for the State, such as infant mortality rate (IMR), maternal
mortality ratio (MMR) and malnutrition, in the same period.

VHP raises objection to U.P. population Bill

There are many States that have attained the replacement-level fertility rate of 2.1 by NFHS-4
such as Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, West Bengal (excluding Union Territories and some
northeastern States); all of which have much better development indicators. For instance, by
NFHS-4, child mortality rate in Uttar Pradesh is 78 compared to seven in Kerala and 27 in Tamil
Nadu. Women with 10 or more years of schooling stand at 33% in Uttar Pradesh compared to
72% in Kerala and 50% in Tamil Nadu. Thus, there is much scope for acceleration of population
stabilisation through better delivery of health and education services.

Second, one of the greatest concerns with coercive policies such as the two-child norm is their
potential impact upon child sex ratios in a society that has such a high preference for male
children. That this concern is only too real is well demonstrated by the example of China that

https://www.livelaw.in/pdf_upload/up-population-control-bill-draft-396420.pdf
https://www.livelaw.in/pdf_upload/up-population-control-bill-draft-396420.pdf
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had to detract from its stringent one-child norm, first in favour of a two-child norm and then to
remove targets altogether, after experiencing a disastrous reduction in its child sex ratio.
Considering that Uttar Pradesh is amongst the worst across Indian States, with the lowest child
sex ratio of 903 compared with 1,047 in Kerala and 954 in Tamil Nadu, and that; unlike other
development indicators, this has deteriorated in NFHS-4 compared to NFHS-3, why it would
want to take such a foolhardy misstep is hard to understand.

Editorial | An unproductive idea: On U.P.’s new population policy

The correlation between poor socioeconomic status and family size also impacts the potentially
discriminatory effect of the proposed measures upon communities that house the poorest of the
poor, such as the religious minorities and Dalits, as already pointed out by many. Leaving these
communities out of political and administrative spaces as well as curtailing their access to
welfare is hardly likely to advance any kind of social justice or equity.

In our experience with poor communities that are often blamed for not exerting population
control, a vast majority are keen to receive and actively seek contraceptive services. With an
unmet need of 18% in Uttar Pradesh (as compared to, for example, 10% in Tamil Nadu), it is the
State that is failing to provide a service at all to almost a fifth of its people that actively seek it,
and services with quality to a far higher percentage. If the law has to be used to correct the
situation, why do we not see a move to enact ‘the Right to Healthcare’ as being demanded by
health groups for decades? And why do we not find penalties upon the State for failing to
provide services on demand within a reasonable period of time within this law itself?

Efficacy of two-child norm has never been demonstrated, says Population Foundation of India’s
Poonam Muttreja

We still have memory of hundreds of lives needlessly lost and human rights violations in almost
criminal sterilisation ‘camps’ that the Supreme Court of India had to step in to regulate (Devika
Biswas vs Union of India & Others, Petition No. 95 of 2012). Most recently, a disabled man from
a village in Uttar Pradesh was lured into going for a COVID-19 vaccination and was forcibly
sterilised instead to fulfil targets.

Clearly, as is evident in so many antiquated ‘control’ measures the state has been displaying in
recent times, the Government has no trust in the ability of its citizens to take well-reasoned steps
for their own welfare. Rather than do its job as a supporter of these decisions, and a duty bearer
towards their rights, the state visualises itself as a paternal figure that must ‘control’ a
recalcitrant immature populace at best, and a policeman wielding the law as an instrument of
imperiousness at worst. This irrational and ill-considered proposed Act should be retracted
forthwith if the Uttar Pradesh government has any appreciation for the collective understanding
based on decades of scientific evidence of what does and does not work for population
stabilisation. Instead, we are seeing other State governments displaying signs of following its
lead. Clearly, it is easier for our governments to blame the victims of maldevelopment and apply
penalties upon them than be held accountable for their own failures in delivering basic services
of health and education.

Vandana Prasad is an independent public health expert associated with the Public Health
Resource Network. Dipa Sinha is a faculty member at Ambedkar University Delhi
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SENSITIVE AND PRECISE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
ANTI-TRAFFICKING BILL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Undoubtedly, trafficking is a pernicious offence, one that societies and governments must have
zero tolerance for, and yet, handling the offence of trafficking needs precision, not a
sledgehammer. In its current form, the draft Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 seems to be lacking in nuance, even if well intentioned to stamp out
exploitative trafficking. The Bill, which will shortly be introduced in Parliament, aims at preventing
and countering trafficking in persons, particularly women and children, to provide for care,
protection and rehabilitation to the victims, while respecting their rights, and creating a
supportive legal, economic and social environment for them. This is the Bill’s second iteration,
the first being passed in the Lok Sabha, in 2018, but then meandered into nothingness as it was
never introduced in the Upper House. Notably, the Bill has expanded the area under coverage to
include offences taking place, not only within India but also outside of the country. It envisages
the setting up of anti-trafficking committees at the State and national levels to implement the
provisions, when passed. In the days the Bill was up in the public domain for comments, civil
society activists and legal experts have criticised various provisions, and submitting that an
overzealous approach would blur the nuances and an understanding of the contributing factors,
including vicious poverty, debt, lack of opportunity, and development schemes missing their
mark.

Vociferous opposition has arisen over the key aspect of handing over investigation in trafficking
crimes to the NIA both by those who believe that it would burden the already stretched unit
further, and those arguing that this move would be an attack on federalism, by removing local
enforcement agencies out of the picture. Another key criticism of the Bill has been its broad
definitions of victims, smacking of refusal to consider consensual sexual activity for commerce.
This would only land up criminalising sex work and victimisation of the exploited. Bringing
pornography into the definition of sexual exploitation would not allow even for any adult
consumption of non-exploitative, consensual material. Reporting of offences has been made
mandatory with penalties for non-reporting, but those with an understanding of the tortuous
processes, point to the fact that victims often do not want a complaint to be recorded. The
mention of the death penalty for various forms of aggravated trafficking offences needs to be
flagged too. The Government would do well to scan and incorporate the responses to its Bill in
order to ensure that the fence does eat the crop. While sexual exploitation and trafficking can be
ghastly crimes invoking public horror, for the state to not employ a wholesome approach,
cognisant of the causative factors, one that would be sensitive and precise, would be equally
horrific.
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A MORE HUMANE POLICE FORCE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

While improvements in pay scale and promotions are necessary aspects of police reforms, little
has been spoken about reforms needed at the psychological level. Why do citizens fear going to
a police station or dealing with the lower ranks of the police force?

The answer lies in numbers. Between April 1 and November 30, 2015, 25,357 cases were
registered under police category which included 111 deaths in police custody, 330 cases of
custodial torture and 24,916 in others. These numbers were shared by the former Minister of
State for Home Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, in the Lok Sabha in response to a question. In comparison,
according to the Australian Institute of Criminology, from 1989-90 to 2010-11, the deaths in
police custody and custody-related operations were 700. In the U.K., England and Wales, the
total deaths in police custody or following contact with the police (1990 to 2015) was 1,542. In
the U.S., according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the number of state prisoners’ deaths
between 2001 and 2007 was 21,936 although one could argue that an unaccounted number of
political prisoners from the U.S. disappear into privately maintained black holes called the
supermax prisons both on and off U.S. soil. However, not considering the different time periods,
an off-hand comparison would show that custody-related deaths in India are more than the sum
total of the countries mentioned.

One question on the minds of the common people is: how can a human being inflict so much
pain on another without the slightest remorse? Two famous experiments provide an explanation.
In the Stanford Prison Experiment, people who had applied to be a part of the experiment were
randomly divided into two groups: prison guards and prisoners. Under duress, the participants
who played the role of prison guards started exploiting and torturing the participants playing the
role of prisoners. Milgrim’s experiment on obedience to authority showed that people obey if
they are coerced. A staggering 65% of the participants applied the maximum level of pain on the
“victim” while the remaining 35% remained in a range. Only a minuscule number refused to
inflict any pain even under coercion. The results of Milgrim’s experiment were shown to be true
even in variations of the experiment.

In the Indian police force, the lower ranks of police personnel are often verbally abused by their
superiors. Many are not considered as individuals, are not shown compassion by the senior
ranks, and work in inhuman conditions. While the alleged excesses of the police cannot be
justified, it is important to look at how the treatment meted to police constables has affected the
interaction of the police with the public. Many policemen deal with citizens in the manner that
they do only because their work environments are not harmonious. Their relationship with their
superior officers is stressful and sycophantic. There is no concept of welfare and this manifests
in their improper behaviour with the citizenry.

Several committees have made several recommendations on the issue of reforms for a healthy
police system. The Supreme Court of India was forced to intervene as neither the Central
government nor the State governments acted upon those recommendations. It is clear that the
problem is with the political apparatus considering the history of the Police Act. The Police Act of
1861 was legislated by the British right after the revolt of 1857 to bring in efficient administration
of police in the country and to prevent any future revolts. This meant that the police were to
always comply with those in power. Considering the results of the privatisation of the prison
system and militarisation of the police system in the U.S., it would be disastrous to even
consider this as a solution in India. Thus, political will is seen as an essential component in
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bringing about any major reform in the Indian police force.

Vikram Vincent holds a PhD from IIT Bombay
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FUNDS UNDER DRIP SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) is a State sector scheme formulated to 
bridge the funding gap and provide urgent finance to States for repair and maintenance of
Dams. The scheme closed on 31st March, 2021. It facilitated loans from World Bank to
participating states when they agreed to terms and conditions of the lending agency. Andhra
Pradesh did not choose to be a part of it.

Next phase of DRIP i.e. DRIP Phase – II & III approved by Cabinet, is at an advanced
preparatory stage. Government of Andhra Pradesh has expressed willingness to be a part of
DRIP Phase -II & III and submitted an estimate for 667 crore to rehabilitate 31 dams. However,
they are yet to fulfill Project Readiness Criteria of World Bank to merit sanction and
disbursement of loan.

This Information was given by the Minister of State for Jal Shakti & Tribal Affairs, Shri
Bishweswar Tudu in Rajya Sabha  today.

*****

AS/SK

Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) is a State sector scheme formulated to 
bridge the funding gap and provide urgent finance to States for repair and maintenance of
Dams. The scheme closed on 31st March, 2021. It facilitated loans from World Bank to
participating states when they agreed to terms and conditions of the lending agency. Andhra
Pradesh did not choose to be a part of it.

Next phase of DRIP i.e. DRIP Phase – II & III approved by Cabinet, is at an advanced
preparatory stage. Government of Andhra Pradesh has expressed willingness to be a part of
DRIP Phase -II & III and submitted an estimate for 667 crore to rehabilitate 31 dams. However,
they are yet to fulfill Project Readiness Criteria of World Bank to merit sanction and
disbursement of loan.

This Information was given by the Minister of State for Jal Shakti & Tribal Affairs, Shri
Bishweswar Tudu in Rajya Sabha  today.

*****

AS/SK

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 75

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-21

STAND UP INDIA SCHEME EXTENDED UP TO THE
YEAR 2025

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Key Highlights:

As informed by the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Finance, the Stand Up India
Scheme was launched by the Prime Minister on 05th April, 2016 and has been extended up to the
year 2025. The objective of the Stand Up India Scheme is to facilitate loans from Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs) of value between Rs. 10 lakh and Rs.1 Crore to at least one Scheduled
Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and one woman borrower per bank branch for setting
up a green field enterprise in manufacturing, services or trading sector. As on 28.06.2021, a total of
1,16,266 loans amounting to Rs. 26204.49 crore have been extended under the Scheme since
inception.

Pursuant to an announcement made by the Finance Minister in the Budget Speech for F.Y.2021-
22, the margin money requirement for loans under the Scheme has been reduced from 'upto 25%'
to `upto 15%' and activities allied to agriculture have been included in the Scheme. Apart from this,
no other change is contemplated in the scheme.

Government does not allocate funds for loans under the Stand Up India Scheme. Loans under the
Scheme are extended by SCBs as per commercial parameters, Board approved policies of
respective banks and extant RBI guidelines. An amount of Rs. 500 crore each was however
released by Government in FY 2016-17 and FY 2017-18 and Rs 100 crore in FY 2020-21 towards
the corpus of Credit Guarantee Fund for Stand Up India (CGFSI).

The Government has taken various steps towards effective implementation of the Scheme, these,
inter alia, include provision for submission for online applications by potential borrowers through
www.standupmitra.in portal, hand-holding support, intensive publicity campaign, simplified loan
application form, Credit Guarantee Scheme, convergence with State and Central government
Schemes wherever feasible, reduction in margin money and inclusion of activities allied to
agriculture etc.

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Sushri
P r a t i m a  B h o u m i k  i n  a  w r i t t e n  r e p l y  i n  L o k  S a b h a
today.                                                                                                          

*****
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS FOR MODERNIZATION OF
POLICE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Modernization of police forces is a continuous and ongoing process. ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’
are State subjects under the seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India.  However, the
Government of India supplements the efforts of the State Governments towards equipping and
modernizing of their police forces, under the centrally sponsored scheme of ‘Assistance to
States for Modernisation of Police’ [erstwhile scheme of Modernisation of Police Forces  
(MPF)].    Under    this scheme,    State Governments are provided central assistance for
modernisation of State police forces.

Under this scheme, the States have been provided central assistance for acquisition of
advanced weaponry such as INSAS Rifles & AK series rifles; all types of intelligence equipment
including Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs),  Night Vision Devices (NVDs), CCTV Surveillance
system & body worn camera systems; modern communication equipment and state-of-the-art
equipment for  security / training / forensics / cybercrime / traffic policing. Further, ‘construction’
and ‘purchase of operational vehicles’ are permitted in the insurgency affected north-eastern
States and Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts. The State Governments are free to
include proposals in accordance with their strategic priorities and requirements.

Significant technical developments have taken place in the State Police Forces though they are
at different levels of modernization as per their requirements and resources. The major
technological developments reported are that of Police forces shifting from analog to digital
technology in communication, upgradation of forensic lab equipments and more lethal weaponry.
Body worn cameras and UAVs/drones are being increasingly used by the Police Forces. In the
field of investigation, various new technologies are being adopted such as Automatic Finger
Print Identification System (AFIS), 3D Crime Scene Scanner etc.

During last two years, certain States like Uttarakhand, Punjab, Kerala, Chhattisgarh and
Mizoram have requested for more allocation of funds for the modernisation of police. However,
at present, most of the State Governments have substantial unspent balances out of funds
released during earlier years. There are capacity constraints at the end of some State Police
Directorates in utilizing funds. For the States which utilize their funds timely, the scheme has
unique mechanism to provide more funds based on their efficiency in timely utilization of funds,
in the form of ‘better performance incentives’ which are released out of pooled amount of the
funds unreleased due to non-furnishing of Utilization Certificates by other States and ‘incentives
for police reforms’ in selected reform areas for which up to 20% of allocated funds are kept
aside. 

This was stated by the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai in a written reply to
question in the Lok Sabha today.

 

*****
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Government of India supplements the efforts of the State Governments towards equipping and
modernizing of their police forces, under the centrally sponsored scheme of ‘Assistance to
States for Modernisation of Police’ [erstwhile scheme of Modernisation of Police Forces  
(MPF)].    Under    this scheme,    State Governments are provided central assistance for
modernisation of State police forces.

Under this scheme, the States have been provided central assistance for acquisition of
advanced weaponry such as INSAS Rifles & AK series rifles; all types of intelligence equipment
including Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs),  Night Vision Devices (NVDs), CCTV Surveillance
system & body worn camera systems; modern communication equipment and state-of-the-art
equipment for  security / training / forensics / cybercrime / traffic policing. Further, ‘construction’
and ‘purchase of operational vehicles’ are permitted in the insurgency affected north-eastern
States and Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts. The State Governments are free to
include proposals in accordance with their strategic priorities and requirements.

Significant technical developments have taken place in the State Police Forces though they are
at different levels of modernization as per their requirements and resources. The major
technological developments reported are that of Police forces shifting from analog to digital
technology in communication, upgradation of forensic lab equipments and more lethal weaponry.
Body worn cameras and UAVs/drones are being increasingly used by the Police Forces. In the
field of investigation, various new technologies are being adopted such as Automatic Finger
Print Identification System (AFIS), 3D Crime Scene Scanner etc.

During last two years, certain States like Uttarakhand, Punjab, Kerala, Chhattisgarh and
Mizoram have requested for more allocation of funds for the modernisation of police. However,
at present, most of the State Governments have substantial unspent balances out of funds
released during earlier years. There are capacity constraints at the end of some State Police
Directorates in utilizing funds. For the States which utilize their funds timely, the scheme has
unique mechanism to provide more funds based on their efficiency in timely utilization of funds,
in the form of ‘better performance incentives’ which are released out of pooled amount of the
funds unreleased due to non-furnishing of Utilization Certificates by other States and ‘incentives
for police reforms’ in selected reform areas for which up to 20% of allocated funds are kept
aside. 

This was stated by the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Nityanand Rai in a written reply to
question in the Lok Sabha today.

 

*****
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-07-23

INDIA OVERHAULS PETROLEUM RESERVE POLICY TO
BOOST PRIVATE INTEREST: REPORT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

India's approval to commercialisation of strategic petroleum reserves mirrors a model adopted
by countries such as Japan and South Korea

India has decided to commercialise half of its current strategic petroleum reserves (SPRs) as the
nation looks to enhance private participation in the building of new storage facilities, two
government sources told Reuters on Thursday.

The shift in policy was approved this month by the federal cabinet, they said. Allowing
commercialisation of SPRs mirrors a model adopted by countries such as Japan and South
Korea which allow private lesees, mostly oil majors, to re-export crude.

India, the world's third-biggest oil importer and consumer, imports over 80% of its oil needs and
has built strategic storage at three locations in southern India to store up to 5 million tonnes of oil
to protect against supply disruption.

Private entities taking storage on lease will be allowed to re-export 1.5 million tonnes of oil
stored in the caverns in the case of Indian companies refusing to buy the crude, they said.

Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd, a company charged with building of SPRs, will be
allowed to sell 1 million tonnes of crude to local buyers, they added.

So far Abu Dhabi National Oil Co (ADNOC) has leased 750,000 tonnes of oil storage in the 1.5-
million-tonne Mangalore SPR.

Last year India allowed ADNOC to export half of its oil in Mangalore SPRs as the middle eastern
oil major found it difficult to sell oil to Indian refiners.

India also plans to build strategic storage at Chandikhol in Odisha and Padur in Karnataka for
around 6.5 million tonnes of crude to provide an additional cover of 12 days of net oil imports,
they said.

The cabinet earlier this month also decided to provide up to 80 billion rupees of financial
support, equivalent to about 60% of the estimated cost, for building two new SPRs, they said.

ISPRL will soon float an initial tender for building the new reserves. "Whoever seek less federal
support will be considered for participation in the new caverns," said one source.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-23

NATIONAL OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY POLICY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Government notified the ‘National Offshore Wind Energy Policy’ in 2015 providing the basic
framework for developing the offshore wind sector. Post notification of the policy, Government,
through National Institute of Wind Energy, has issued ‘Guidelines for Offshore Wind Power
Assessment Studies and Surveys’ to enable private investors to carryout offshore wind resource
assessment. Further, Government is carrying out offshore wind resource assessments and
related studies through National Institute of Wind Energy to validate the offshore wind resource
potential in identified locations off the coast of Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.

The Ministry has formulated a committee to finalize a roadmap for offshore wind development in
the country, including upcoming offshore projects.
Government has permitted Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) up to 100 percent under the
automatic route for renewable energy projects, including offshore wind energy projects.

This information was given by Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy, Shri
R.K. Singh in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

 

*****

MV/IG
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*****

MV/IG

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com



Page 83

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 84

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-23

MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS IS TAKING SEVERAL
STEPS TO PRESERVE, PROTECT AND PROMOTE THE
CULTURE OF TRIBAL COMMUNITIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Key Highlights 

Conservation cum Development Plan ensures development interventions as well as measures
to preserve, protect and promote culture of PVTGs 

27 Tribal Research Institutes set up for studies and documentation on life and culture of tribal
communities including tribes of North East. 

The details of such projects/studies are available on digital repositories created for the purpose 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India is implementing a special scheme called
Conservation cum Development Plan (CCD), meant for the 75 identified Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTG) in the Country.    Under this Centrally sponsored scheme, the grants are
given toStates and Union Territories inhabited by such tribal Groups to ensure that along with
development interventions,  the culture of such communities is also preserved, protected and
promoted.  The Tribal Affairs Ministry allocates annual budgetary provision to the States/UTs
where the PVTGs inhabit.

 27 Tribal Research Institutes (TRI) have been set up across the country with an objective to act
as a think tank and become repository of information on tribal communities. Under the scheme
“Support to TRIs”, ministry provides funds to TRIs for undertaking studies and documentation on
life and culture of tribal communities including tribes of North East.

TRIs have conducted documentation (Audio-Video, photos and documentation in written and
published form) of indigenous knowledge systems practices, cultures and customs of the tribal
communities. The details of such projects/studies are available on digital repository
(https://repository.tribal.gov.in/) developed by Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  The photos and videos
of such practices based on studies undertaken by TRIs can be seen at Audio video tribal
Repository (https://tribal.nic.in/repository/). These repositories can also be accessed through
M i n i s t r y ’ s  w e b s i t e  ( h t t p s : / / t r i b a l . n i c . i n / )  a n d  P e r f o r m a n c e  D a s h b o a r d
(https://dashboard.tribal.gov.in/), which provides link to these web applications.   
This information was given by Minister of Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha today.                                                                                                

*****

NB/SRS
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communities including tribes of North East. 

The details of such projects/studies are available on digital repositories created for the purpose 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India is implementing a special scheme called
Conservation cum Development Plan (CCD), meant for the 75 identified Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTG) in the Country.    Under this Centrally sponsored scheme, the grants are
given toStates and Union Territories inhabited by such tribal Groups to ensure that along with
development interventions,  the culture of such communities is also preserved, protected and
promoted.  The Tribal Affairs Ministry allocates annual budgetary provision to the States/UTs
where the PVTGs inhabit.

 27 Tribal Research Institutes (TRI) have been set up across the country with an objective to act
as a think tank and become repository of information on tribal communities. Under the scheme
“Support to TRIs”, ministry provides funds to TRIs for undertaking studies and documentation on
life and culture of tribal communities including tribes of North East.

TRIs have conducted documentation (Audio-Video, photos and documentation in written and
published form) of indigenous knowledge systems practices, cultures and customs of the tribal
communities. The details of such projects/studies are available on digital repository
(https://repository.tribal.gov.in/) developed by Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  The photos and videos
of such practices based on studies undertaken by TRIs can be seen at Audio video tribal
Repository (https://tribal.nic.in/repository/). These repositories can also be accessed through
M i n i s t r y ’ s  w e b s i t e  ( h t t p s : / / t r i b a l . n i c . i n / )  a n d  P e r f o r m a n c e  D a s h b o a r d
(https://dashboard.tribal.gov.in/), which provides link to these web applications.   
This information was given by Minister of Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha today.                                                                                                
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-23

ASSISTANCE TO MINORITY COMMUNITIES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

As per Section 2 (c) of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) Act, 1992, six communities
namely Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, Buddhists, Jains and Parsis have been notified as minority
communities. As per Census 2011, the population of the country includes 2,08,33,116 persons
of Christian community, 2,78,19,588 persons of Sikh community, 17,22,45,158 persons of
Muslim community, 84,42,972 person of Buddhist community and 44,51,753 persons of Jain
community.

The Ministry of Minority Affairs also implements programmes/ schemes for socio-economic and
educational empowerment of notified minority communities which includes (a). Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme, Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme, Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship
Scheme, (b) Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme, (c) Naya Savera - Free Coaching and
Allied Scheme, (d). Padho Pardesh - Scheme of interest subsidy to students of minority
communities on educational loans for overseas higher studies, (e) Nai Udaan - Support for
students clearing Prelims conducted by Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), State Public
Service Commission (PSC) Staff Selection Commission (SSC) etc. (f)  Jiyo Parsi - Scheme for
containing population decline of Parsis in India, (g) USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills and Training
in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development), (h) Hamari Dharohar- A scheme to preserve rich
heritage of minority communities of India under the overall concept of Indian culture.  Besides
that the Maulana Azad Education Foundation (MAEF) also implements education and skill
related schemes namely (a) Begum Hazrat Mahal National Scholarship for Meritorious Girls
belonging to the economically weaker sections of Minorities (b) Gharib Nawaz Employment
Scheme started in 2017-18 for providing short term job oriented skill development training to
youth (c) Bridge Course for madarsa students & school dropouts. The scheme in which
community-wise beneficiary details are available i.e. scholarships, fellowships, interest subsidies
financial assistance for clearing Preliminary Examinations(Nai Udaan) etc. released/sanctioned
during the last three years i.e. 2018-19 to 2020-21 are enclosed at Annexure. The further
details of schemes and other initiative of the Ministry is available at www.minorityaffairs.gov.in

 Annexure 

 (In Rs. Crore)

S.No.

Scheme

Funds Released

1

Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme

3826.57

2

Post Matric Scholarship Scheme

http://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/
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1296.47

3

Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme

943.14

4

Maulana Azad National   Fellowship Scheme

271.35

5

Padho Pardesh Scheme

79.63

6

Nai Udaan

18.9

 

 

Total Scholarships sanctioned

Buddhist

Christian

Jain

Muslim

Sikh

Parsi

Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme

16306171

510672

1948543

183391
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12318535

1342754

2276

Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme

2075539

12896

262131

43419

1575034

181621

438

Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme

353744

1025

61245

9849

272085

9507

33

Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme

2251

112

285

74

1568

207

5
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Padho Pardesh Scheme

10508

183

5904

1065

2612

725

19

Nai Udaan

3553

199

593

311

2402

48

-

 

This information was given by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in
the Lok Sabha on July 22, 2021.

*****

N Ao//(MoMA_LSQ-657)

As per Section 2 (c) of the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) Act, 1992, six communities
namely Christians, Sikhs, Muslims, Buddhists, Jains and Parsis have been notified as minority
communities. As per Census 2011, the population of the country includes 2,08,33,116 persons
of Christian community, 2,78,19,588 persons of Sikh community, 17,22,45,158 persons of
Muslim community, 84,42,972 person of Buddhist community and 44,51,753 persons of Jain
community.

The Ministry of Minority Affairs also implements programmes/ schemes for socio-economic and
educational empowerment of notified minority communities which includes (a). Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme, Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme, Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship
Scheme, (b) Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme, (c) Naya Savera - Free Coaching and
Allied Scheme, (d). Padho Pardesh - Scheme of interest subsidy to students of minority
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communities on educational loans for overseas higher studies, (e) Nai Udaan - Support for
students clearing Prelims conducted by Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), State Public
Service Commission (PSC) Staff Selection Commission (SSC) etc. (f)  Jiyo Parsi - Scheme for
containing population decline of Parsis in India, (g) USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills and Training
in Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development), (h) Hamari Dharohar- A scheme to preserve rich
heritage of minority communities of India under the overall concept of Indian culture.  Besides
that the Maulana Azad Education Foundation (MAEF) also implements education and skill
related schemes namely (a) Begum Hazrat Mahal National Scholarship for Meritorious Girls
belonging to the economically weaker sections of Minorities (b) Gharib Nawaz Employment
Scheme started in 2017-18 for providing short term job oriented skill development training to
youth (c) Bridge Course for madarsa students & school dropouts. The scheme in which
community-wise beneficiary details are available i.e. scholarships, fellowships, interest subsidies
financial assistance for clearing Preliminary Examinations(Nai Udaan) etc. released/sanctioned
during the last three years i.e. 2018-19 to 2020-21 are enclosed at Annexure. The further
details of schemes and other initiative of the Ministry is available at www.minorityaffairs.gov.in

 Annexure 

 (In Rs. Crore)

S.No.

Scheme

Funds Released

1

Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme

3826.57

2

Post Matric Scholarship Scheme

1296.47

3

Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme

943.14

4

Maulana Azad National   Fellowship Scheme

271.35

5

Padho Pardesh Scheme

http://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/
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79.63

6

Nai Udaan

18.9

 

 

Total Scholarships sanctioned

Buddhist

Christian

Jain

Muslim

Sikh

Parsi

Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme

16306171

510672

1948543

183391

12318535

1342754

2276

Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme

2075539

12896

262131

43419

1575034
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181621

438

Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme

353744

1025

61245

9849

272085

9507

33

Maulana Azad National Fellowship Scheme

2251

112

285

74

1568

207

5

Padho Pardesh Scheme

10508

183

5904

1065

2612

725

19

Nai Udaan
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3553

199

593

311

2402

48

-

 

This information was given by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in
the Lok Sabha on July 22, 2021.

*****

N Ao//(MoMA_LSQ-657)
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-24

‘GATEKEEPER MODEL’ MOOTED TO PREVENT
SUICIDES IN PRISONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

The MHA said COVID-19 posed unique challenges, which had affected prisons and correctional
facilities.File Photo  

In a bid to prevent suicides triggered by mental health issues in prisons across the country, the
National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS), Bengaluru, has
recommended the “Gatekeeper Model” where selected inmates, trained to identify prisoners at
risk of suicide, would refer them to treatment or supportive services.

Acting on the request of the Ministry of Home Affairs, NIMHANS, an Institute of National
Importance, issued a set of guidelines on the management of mental health issues of the
prisoners and prison staff. Referring to the Bangalore Prison Mental Health Study, the advisory
pointed to the prevalence of mental illness and substance use disorder in about 80% of the
prison population.

NIMHANS experts said prisoners with mental disorders had to be regularly assessed for severity
of suicidal risk and also put on regular and supervised medication. To address the prisoner’s
mental health needs, the correctional facility should have links to community-based initiatives
like the District Mental Health Programme.

“Buddy system”

The advisory said the concept of a ‘Buddy System’ — social support through trained prisoners
called “buddies” or “listeners” — was found to have a good impact on the well-being of suicidal
prisoners. Periodic telephone conversations with friends and family would also foster support, it
said.

These initiatives were part of several other recommendations made by NIMHANS to effectively
manage mental health issues among prisoners and staff.

Communicating the guidelines to all States, the MHA said the COVID-19 virus had posed unique
challenges to the world and prisons and correctional facilities were also affected by the
pandemic.

Though appropriate measures were taken by the authorities to check the spread of the virus in
prisons, there was a need to continue monitoring the situation rigorously without letting the
guard down and provide care to inmates and prison staff.

Emphasising on the mental health of prisoners, the Ministry said incarcerated people could face
many vulnerabilities during the pandemic, which might impact their mental wellbeing. The prison
staff was also working under tremendous pressure and faced challenges in performing their duty
while safeguarding themselves from contracting the infection.

In Tamil Nadu, Director-General of Police, Prison & Correctional Services, Sunil Kumar Singh
said 58 mobile phones were purchased for prisoners to make video calls to their family members
in lieu of the physical interviews that were temporarily suspended in view of the pandemic.
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(Assistance for overcoming suicidal thoughts is available on the helpline number 104.)
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-24

SCHEMES FOR THE BETTERMENT OF GIRL CHILD
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The details of some of the major schemes being implemented by the government for betterment
of girls in the country are as under:

(ii) Scheme for Adolescent Girls implemented by Ministry of Women and Child Development is a
Centrally-sponsored scheme which was introduced in the year 2010-11 on a pilot basis in 205
districts across the country. Realizing the multi-dimensional needs of out of school adolescent
girls (11-14 years) owing to the onset of second growth spurt during this period, the Scheme for
Adolescent Girls has been extended to the all the districts of the country w.e.f 01.04.2018. The
Scheme aims at providing nutritional support to out of school girls in the age group of 11-14
years for improving their health and nutritional status under the nutrition component and
motivating them to go back to formal schooling, life skill training, assessing public services etc.
under non-nutrition component of the scheme. While the nutrition component aims at improving
the health & nutrition status of the adolescent girls, the non-nutrition component addresses their
developmental needs.

(iii) Ujjawala Scheme is implemented by Ministry of Women and Child Development for
combating trafficking, with five specific components – Prevention, Rescue, Rehabilitation, Re-
Integration and Repatriation (cross-border) of victims of trafficking. The scheme has been
conceived primarily for the purpose of preventing trafficking on one hand and rescue and
rehabilitation of victims on the other. The scheme provides for rehabilitation of victims by
providing food, shelter, counseling, medical care, legal aid and vocational training as well as
their reintegration into society.

(iv) Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education (MoE) is implementing
SamagraShiksha - an Integrated Scheme for School Education (ISSE) under which various
interventions have been targeted for Girls’ Education. Bridging gender and social category gaps
at all levels of school education is one of the major objectives of the SamagraShiksha. In order
to ensure greater participation of girls in education, various interventions under SamagraShiksha
have been targeted. These interventions inter alia include (a) provision of free text-books to girls
up to Class VIII (b) Uniforms to all girls, SC, ST children and Below Poverty Line (BPL) children
up to class VIII (c) Provision for Self-Defence training for the girls from classes VI to XII, (d)
Stipend to Children With Special Needs (CWSN) girls from class I to Class XII.

State Specific schemes are administered, implemented and reviwed by respective State
Government.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt.
SmritiZubinIrani, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

****

TFK
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Centrally-sponsored scheme which was introduced in the year 2010-11 on a pilot basis in 205
districts across the country. Realizing the multi-dimensional needs of out of school adolescent
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conceived primarily for the purpose of preventing trafficking on one hand and rescue and
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providing food, shelter, counseling, medical care, legal aid and vocational training as well as
their reintegration into society.

(iv) Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education (MoE) is implementing
SamagraShiksha - an Integrated Scheme for School Education (ISSE) under which various
interventions have been targeted for Girls’ Education. Bridging gender and social category gaps
at all levels of school education is one of the major objectives of the SamagraShiksha. In order
to ensure greater participation of girls in education, various interventions under SamagraShiksha
have been targeted. These interventions inter alia include (a) provision of free text-books to girls
up to Class VIII (b) Uniforms to all girls, SC, ST children and Below Poverty Line (BPL) children
up to class VIII (c) Provision for Self-Defence training for the girls from classes VI to XII, (d)
Stipend to Children With Special Needs (CWSN) girls from class I to Class XII.

State Specific schemes are administered, implemented and reviwed by respective State
Government.

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smt.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-24

MORE THAN 80 LAKH PATIENTS SERVED THROUGH
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT’S ESANJEEVANI INITIATIVE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Government of India’s National Telemedicine Service, eSanjeevani is gaining popularity
amongst the public. It has crossed another milestone by completing 80 Lakh tele-
consultations. Currently, the National Telemedicine Service is operational in 35 States/Union
Territories and daily over 60,000 patients across the country are using this digital modality, to
seek health services from the government run healthcare delivery systems in States and UTs.

The National Telemedicine Service set up by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is
providing two types of telemedicine services through two telemedicine platforms. eSanjeevani
AB-HWC (for doctor-to-doctor teleconsultations) is based on hub & spoke model and
eSanjeevaniOPD (for patient to doctor teleconsultations provides outpatient services to the
citizens in the confines of their homes.

In November 2019, eSanjeevaniAB-HWC’s implementation was initiated under Ayushman
Bharat Scheme of Government of India. By December 2022, it will be made operational at all
1,55,000 Health & Wellness Centres across India. Since its roll out, eSanjeevaniAB-HWC has
been implemented at around 25000 Health and Wellness Centres as spokes and at around
2000 hubs which include Medical Colleges, District Hospitals and Primary health Centres.
eSanjeevani AB-HWC has completed around 39 lakh consultations.

In the wake of the ongoing pandemic, during the first national lockdown eSanjeevaniOPD was
launched in April 2020. It provides direct to home digital health services to the citizens through
more than 430 onlineOPDs set up on eSanjeevaniOPD.  Around 400 of these onlineOPDs are
specialist OPDs and the rest are general OPDs. So far, around 42 lakh patients have been
served through eSanjeevaniOPD.

In a short span of time Govt. of India’s National Telemedicine Service has started aiding the
Indian healthcare delivery system by plugging the digital health divide that exists in urban and
rural India.  In line with the National Digital Health Mission eSanjeevani is not only boosting
digital health ecosystem in the country but it is also addressing the shortage of doctors and
specialists at ground level while reducing the burden on secondary and tertiary level hospitals.

Encouraging trend of usage of eSanjeevani by patients and doctors is indicative of the fact that
significant proportion of outpatient services can be provided effectively through telemedicine.
Patients are using eSanjeevani for follow-ups and also for not so serious medical conditions and
in the process they are saving themselves from crowding hospitals and unwanted risk of being
infected.  Considering the promising nature of eSanjeevani, Govt. of India has already allocated
funds to boost the use of telemedicine in the country. States will be reinforcing IT infra for
enabling telemedicine services and the Health Informatics group at Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing in Mohali is also conceptualising the next generation eSanjeevani to
facilitate 5 lakh consultations per day.

Leading 10 States in terms of adoption (number of consultations) of eSanjeevani are Andhra
Pradesh (2013266), Karnataka (1470132), Tamil Nadu (1364567), Uttar Pradesh (1116759),
Gujarat (351531), Madhya Pradesh (301395), Maharashtra (267162), Bihar (256962), Kerala
(215813), Uttarakhand (192871). Nationally, over 60,000 doctors and paramedics have been
trained and on boarded the National Telemedicine Service, of these over 2000 doctors practice
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telemedicine on eSanjeevani.

 

****
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Government of India’s National Telemedicine Service, eSanjeevani is gaining popularity
amongst the public. It has crossed another milestone by completing 80 Lakh tele-
consultations. Currently, the National Telemedicine Service is operational in 35 States/Union
Territories and daily over 60,000 patients across the country are using this digital modality, to
seek health services from the government run healthcare delivery systems in States and UTs.

The National Telemedicine Service set up by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is
providing two types of telemedicine services through two telemedicine platforms. eSanjeevani
AB-HWC (for doctor-to-doctor teleconsultations) is based on hub & spoke model and
eSanjeevaniOPD (for patient to doctor teleconsultations provides outpatient services to the
citizens in the confines of their homes.

In November 2019, eSanjeevaniAB-HWC’s implementation was initiated under Ayushman
Bharat Scheme of Government of India. By December 2022, it will be made operational at all
1,55,000 Health & Wellness Centres across India. Since its roll out, eSanjeevaniAB-HWC has
been implemented at around 25000 Health and Wellness Centres as spokes and at around
2000 hubs which include Medical Colleges, District Hospitals and Primary health Centres.
eSanjeevani AB-HWC has completed around 39 lakh consultations.

In the wake of the ongoing pandemic, during the first national lockdown eSanjeevaniOPD was
launched in April 2020. It provides direct to home digital health services to the citizens through
more than 430 onlineOPDs set up on eSanjeevaniOPD.  Around 400 of these onlineOPDs are
specialist OPDs and the rest are general OPDs. So far, around 42 lakh patients have been
served through eSanjeevaniOPD.



Page 100

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

In a short span of time Govt. of India’s National Telemedicine Service has started aiding the
Indian healthcare delivery system by plugging the digital health divide that exists in urban and
rural India.  In line with the National Digital Health Mission eSanjeevani is not only boosting
digital health ecosystem in the country but it is also addressing the shortage of doctors and
specialists at ground level while reducing the burden on secondary and tertiary level hospitals.

Encouraging trend of usage of eSanjeevani by patients and doctors is indicative of the fact that
significant proportion of outpatient services can be provided effectively through telemedicine.
Patients are using eSanjeevani for follow-ups and also for not so serious medical conditions and
in the process they are saving themselves from crowding hospitals and unwanted risk of being
infected.  Considering the promising nature of eSanjeevani, Govt. of India has already allocated
funds to boost the use of telemedicine in the country. States will be reinforcing IT infra for
enabling telemedicine services and the Health Informatics group at Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing in Mohali is also conceptualising the next generation eSanjeevani to
facilitate 5 lakh consultations per day.

Leading 10 States in terms of adoption (number of consultations) of eSanjeevani are Andhra
Pradesh (2013266), Karnataka (1470132), Tamil Nadu (1364567), Uttar Pradesh (1116759),
Gujarat (351531), Madhya Pradesh (301395), Maharashtra (267162), Bihar (256962), Kerala
(215813), Uttarakhand (192871). Nationally, over 60,000 doctors and paramedics have been
trained and on boarded the National Telemedicine Service, of these over 2000 doctors practice
telemedicine on eSanjeevani.
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MEASURES TAKEN TO RISING ANTI-MICROBIAL
RESISTANCE IN THE COUNTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Union Government of India, aware about the challenges posed by anti-microbial resistance
(AMR) in the country, has taken following measures to address the issue:

 

 

 

 

 ICMR has initiated antibiotic stewardship program (AMSP) on a pilot project basis in 20
tertiary care hospitals across India to control misuse and overuse of antibiotics in hospital
wards and ICUs.

 On the recommendations of ICMR, DCGI has banned 40 fixed dose combinations (FDCs)
which were found inappropriate.

 ICMR worked in collaboration with  Indian Council of Agriculture Research, Department of
Animal Husbandry, Dairy and Fisheries and the DCGI to ban use of Colistin as growth
promoter in animal feed in poultry.

 

Guidelines issued

 

IEC Activities

Media material has been developed to create awareness among various stakeholders regarding
AMR and appropriate use of antibiotics.

Yes. Government is working on One Health approach by encouraging interdisciplinary
collaboration at the human-animal-environmental interface.

 

The key priority areas include zoonotic diseases (emerging and re-emerging), food safety and
antibiotic resistance.

 

Program for Strengthening Inter-sectoral Coordination for Prevention and Control of Zoonotic
Diseases’ was launched in the 12th Five-year plan (2012-17) which is still continuing as
“National One Health Program for Prevention and Control of Zoonoses” in 15th Finance
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Commission (2021-26) period.

 

This scheme aims to operationalize “One Health” Mechanisms for prevention and control of
Zoonoses by strengthening inter-sectoral coordination among all stakeholders. In this regard,
National Institute of One Health is being established at Nagpur  which will house  BSL IV
laboratory.

 

ICMR has undertaken a project on an “Integrated One Health Surveillance Network for
Antimicrobial Resistance” in collaboration with Indian Council of Agriculture research (ICAR) to
assess the preparedness of Indian Veterinary laboratories to participate in integrated AMR
surveillance network. ICMR has also created veterinary standard operating procedure (Vet-
SOPs) for enabling comparison of antimicrobial resistance patterns in animals and humans.
(https://main.icmr.nic.in/sites/default/files/guidelines/SOP_Bacteriology_Veterinary_2019.pdf)

 

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

****
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The Union Government of India, aware about the challenges posed by anti-microbial resistance
(AMR) in the country, has taken following measures to address the issue:

 

 

 

 

 ICMR has initiated antibiotic stewardship program (AMSP) on a pilot project basis in 20
tertiary care hospitals across India to control misuse and overuse of antibiotics in hospital
wards and ICUs.

 On the recommendations of ICMR, DCGI has banned 40 fixed dose combinations (FDCs)
which were found inappropriate.

 ICMR worked in collaboration with  Indian Council of Agriculture Research, Department of
Animal Husbandry, Dairy and Fisheries and the DCGI to ban use of Colistin as growth
promoter in animal feed in poultry.
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Guidelines issued

 

IEC Activities

Media material has been developed to create awareness among various stakeholders regarding
AMR and appropriate use of antibiotics.

Yes. Government is working on One Health approach by encouraging interdisciplinary
collaboration at the human-animal-environmental interface.

 

The key priority areas include zoonotic diseases (emerging and re-emerging), food safety and
antibiotic resistance.

 

Program for Strengthening Inter-sectoral Coordination for Prevention and Control of Zoonotic
Diseases’ was launched in the 12th Five-year plan (2012-17) which is still continuing as
“National One Health Program for Prevention and Control of Zoonoses” in 15th Finance
Commission (2021-26) period.

 

This scheme aims to operationalize “One Health” Mechanisms for prevention and control of
Zoonoses by strengthening inter-sectoral coordination among all stakeholders. In this regard,
National Institute of One Health is being established at Nagpur  which will house  BSL IV
laboratory.

 

ICMR has undertaken a project on an “Integrated One Health Surveillance Network for
Antimicrobial Resistance” in collaboration with Indian Council of Agriculture research (ICAR) to
assess the preparedness of Indian Veterinary laboratories to participate in integrated AMR
surveillance network. ICMR has also created veterinary standard operating procedure (Vet-
SOPs) for enabling comparison of antimicrobial resistance patterns in animals and humans.
(https://main.icmr.nic.in/sites/default/files/guidelines/SOP_Bacteriology_Veterinary_2019.pdf)

 

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.
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RARE DISEASES POLICY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021 (the Policy) has been finalized and put in public
domain.

The Policy can be accessed at website- https://main.mohfw.gov.in/documents/policy.         

The Policy aims at lowering the incidence and prevalence of rare diseases based on an
integrated and comprehensive preventive strategy encompassing awareness generation,
premarital, post-marital, pre-conception and post-conception screening and counselling
programmes to prevent births of children with rare diseases, and within the constraints on
resources and competing health care priorities, enable access to affordable health care to
patients of rare diseases.

 

Initiatives for treatment support for patients of rare diseases under the Policy are as follows: -

 

i. Financial support up to Rs. 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rashtriya Arogaya Nidhi
shall be provided by the Central Government for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a
one-time treatment (diseases listed under Group 1). Beneficiaries for such financial assistance
would not be limited to BPL families, but extended to about 40% of the population, who are
eligible as per norms of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, for their treatment in Government
tertiary hospitals only.  

 

ii. State Governments can consider supporting patients of such rare diseases that can be
managed with special diets or hormonal supplements or other relatively low-cost interventions
(Diseases listed under Group 2).

 

iii. Keeping in view the resource constraints, and a compelling need to prioritize the available
resources to get maximum health gains for the community/population, the Government will
endeavour to create alternate funding mechanism through setting up a digital platform for
voluntary individual and corporate donors to contribute to the treatment cost of patients of rare
diseases.

 

iv. Voluntary crowd-funding for treatment: Keeping in view the resource constraint and
competing health priorities, it will be difficult for the Government to fully finance treatment of
high-cost rare diseases. The gap can however be filled by creating a digital platform for bringing
together notified hospitals where such patients are receiving treatment or come for treatment, on
the one hand, and prospective individual or corporate donors willing to support treatment of such
patients. The notified hospitals will share information relating to the patients, diseases from
which they are suffering, estimated cost of treatment and details of bank accounts for donation/
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contribution through online system. Donors will be able to view the details of patients and donate
funds to a particular hospital. This will enable donors from various sections of the society to
donate funds, which will be utilized for treatment of patients suffering from rare diseases,
especially those under Group 3. Conferences will be organized with corporate sector companies
to motivate them to donate generously through digital platform. Ministry of Corporate Affairs will
be requested to encourage PSUs and corporate houses to contribute as per the Companies Act
as well as the provisions of the Companies (Corporate Social Responsibility Policy) Rules, 2014
(CSR Rules). Promoting health care including preventive health care is included in the list in the
Schedule for CSR activities.

Treatment cost of the patient will be first charge on this fund. Any leftover fund after meeting
treatment cost can be utilized for research purpose also.

 

At present financial assistance to poor patients, living below threshold poverty line and also to
the population, who are eligible as per norms of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana under
Ayushman Bharat, suffering from specified rare diseases for their treatment at Government
Hospitals or Institutes having super specialty facilities / Government tertiary hospitals is being
provided under the Umbrella Scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN). The budget allocation
for the current financial year 2021-2022 for rare diseases is Rupees 25 Crore.

 

National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021 provides for National Consortium for Research and
Development on therapeutics for Rare Diseases with an expanded mandate to include research
& development, technology transfer and indigenization of therapeutics for rare diseases. It will
be convened by Department of Health Research (DHR) with ICMR as a member.

 

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

****
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National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021 (the Policy) has been finalized and put in public
domain.

The Policy can be accessed at website- https://main.mohfw.gov.in/documents/policy.         

The Policy aims at lowering the incidence and prevalence of rare diseases based on an
integrated and comprehensive preventive strategy encompassing awareness generation,



Page 108

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

premarital, post-marital, pre-conception and post-conception screening and counselling
programmes to prevent births of children with rare diseases, and within the constraints on
resources and competing health care priorities, enable access to affordable health care to
patients of rare diseases.

 

Initiatives for treatment support for patients of rare diseases under the Policy are as follows: -

 

i. Financial support up to Rs. 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rashtriya Arogaya Nidhi
shall be provided by the Central Government for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a
one-time treatment (diseases listed under Group 1). Beneficiaries for such financial assistance
would not be limited to BPL families, but extended to about 40% of the population, who are
eligible as per norms of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, for their treatment in Government
tertiary hospitals only.  

 

ii. State Governments can consider supporting patients of such rare diseases that can be
managed with special diets or hormonal supplements or other relatively low-cost interventions
(Diseases listed under Group 2).

 

iii. Keeping in view the resource constraints, and a compelling need to prioritize the available
resources to get maximum health gains for the community/population, the Government will
endeavour to create alternate funding mechanism through setting up a digital platform for
voluntary individual and corporate donors to contribute to the treatment cost of patients of rare
diseases.

 

iv. Voluntary crowd-funding for treatment: Keeping in view the resource constraint and
competing health priorities, it will be difficult for the Government to fully finance treatment of
high-cost rare diseases. The gap can however be filled by creating a digital platform for bringing
together notified hospitals where such patients are receiving treatment or come for treatment, on
the one hand, and prospective individual or corporate donors willing to support treatment of such
patients. The notified hospitals will share information relating to the patients, diseases from
which they are suffering, estimated cost of treatment and details of bank accounts for donation/
contribution through online system. Donors will be able to view the details of patients and donate
funds to a particular hospital. This will enable donors from various sections of the society to
donate funds, which will be utilized for treatment of patients suffering from rare diseases,
especially those under Group 3. Conferences will be organized with corporate sector companies
to motivate them to donate generously through digital platform. Ministry of Corporate Affairs will
be requested to encourage PSUs and corporate houses to contribute as per the Companies Act
as well as the provisions of the Companies (Corporate Social Responsibility Policy) Rules, 2014
(CSR Rules). Promoting health care including preventive health care is included in the list in the
Schedule for CSR activities.

Treatment cost of the patient will be first charge on this fund. Any leftover fund after meeting
treatment cost can be utilized for research purpose also.



Page 109

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

 

At present financial assistance to poor patients, living below threshold poverty line and also to
the population, who are eligible as per norms of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana under
Ayushman Bharat, suffering from specified rare diseases for their treatment at Government
Hospitals or Institutes having super specialty facilities / Government tertiary hospitals is being
provided under the Umbrella Scheme of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN). The budget allocation
for the current financial year 2021-2022 for rare diseases is Rupees 25 Crore.

 

National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021 provides for National Consortium for Research and
Development on therapeutics for Rare Diseases with an expanded mandate to include research
& development, technology transfer and indigenization of therapeutics for rare diseases. It will
be convened by Department of Health Research (DHR) with ICMR as a member.

 

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-26

35% OF GOVT. SCHOOLS, ANGANWADIS HAVE NO
TAP WATER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Of the 2,146 anganwadi centres, only 247 have access to tap water under the JJM in Kalaburagi
district of Karnataka.  

Over a third of government schools and anganwadis still do not have tap water access even 10
months after the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) launched a 100-day campaign to provide the facility.
There has been minimal progress since a Parliamentary Standing Committee pulled up the JJM
in a March report, pointing out the importance of repeated washing of hands as part of COVID-
19 safety protocols for schools to reopen.

However, the Jal Shakti Ministry considers the current progress an achievement. “Big boost to
children’s health & hygiene in the country!” said a tweet from Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Sunday, linking to an official statement from the Ministry. “PM @narendramodi ji’s
desire to see all centres of learning provided with clean water has resulted in 66% schools &
60% anganwadi centers across the nation getting FHTC [Functional Household Tap
Connections] through the #JalJeevanMission in just 10 months,” he added.

The 100-day campaign to achieve 100% coverage, and provide potable piped water supply for
drinking and cooking purposes as well as tap water for hand washing and in toilets in every
school, anganwadi and ashramshala or residential tribal school, was launched on October 2,
2020. At the time, about 40% of schools and anganwadis already had tap water access. From
4.1 lakh before the campaign started, the number of schools with taps rose to 6.35 lakh by
February, according to the JJM dashboard. For anganwadis, the increase was from 4.3 lakh to
6.3 lakh.

In its report on the demand for grants submitted to the Lok Sabha in early March, the
Parliamentary Standing Committee for Water Resources deplored the slow rate of progress,
pointing out that “children are more susceptible to water-borne diseases, more so, when there is
also a need for repeated washing of hands as a precautionary measure during the COVID-19
pandemic”. The Jal Shakti Ministry told the panel that “some States/ UTs have indicated that
they need more time to complete the task and sustain the efforts” and said the campaign had
been extended till March 31, 2021.

Almost four months after that extended deadline, the JJM is yet to achieve its goals. In fact, it
has only added tap water access in about 50,000 schools and 40,000 anganwadis since that
time. In its statement on Sunday, the Ministry said the progress came “despite Covid-19
pandemic and lockdown”.

In fact, there is widespread disparity among States, with a few laggards pulling down the
national average, despite the fact that nine States and Union Territories have already achieved
100% coverage. In Jharkhand and West Bengal, less than 15% of schools and less than 10% of
anganwadis have tap water access. On the other hand, 80% of the schools in Uttar Pradesh
have access to tap water.

Our code of editorial values
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-26

LESSONS FROM INDIA’S FOOD SECURITY RESPONSE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

With a reduction in COVID-19 infections as the second wave weakens in India, it is important to
focus on the pandemic’s disruptive impact on the food security and livelihoods of the poor and
marginalised.

The deadly virus has been around for two years and it is not clear as to how and when it will
end. However, we do have enough in terms of a hindsight analysis of policies and interventions
that promise food and livelihood security, along with the strengthening of health support, for
millions facing the wrath of the pandemic.

It is imperative to also note an alarming escalation in the global hunger that is unfolding right
now. There was a ‘dramatic worsening’ of world hunger in 2020, much of it likely related to the
fallout of COVID-19. While the pandemic’s impact has yet to be fully mapped, a multi-agency
report, ‘The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World’, estimates that around a tenth of
the global population – up to 81.1 crore persons – were undernourished last year.

India has made enormous progress in food production over the years, with an inspiring journey
towards self-sufficiency in food production marked by the Green Revolution. In 2020, India
produced over 30 crore tonnes of cereals and had built up a food stock of 10 crore tonnes. The
country has registered record harvests over the last few years. India exported a record 1.98
crore tonnes of rice and wheat in FY21.

Coming to the impact of COVID-19’s fallout, vulnerable and marginalised families in India
continued to be buffered against the food crisis by its robust Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS).

Oxfam: 11 people die of hunger each minute around the globe

Key measures initiated by the Union government included allowing the States to lift their
allocations for six months in one go, in anticipation of a surge in demand for foodgrains through
the public distribution system. As data shows, there was an unprecedented spike in the uptake
of subsidised and free foodgrains during the lockdown. The public distribution system became a
lifeline for millions hit by the pandemic.

A dynamic analysis of the food security scenario and feedback from different stakeholders
allowed the Government of India to increase entitlements given to National Food Safety Act
(NFSA) beneficiaries in 2020. For instance, under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY), 81.3 crore NFSA beneficiaries received an additional 5 kg of foodgrains per
person per month and 1 kg of pulses per family per month, free of cost, for eight months from
April to November 2020. Under the Atmanirbhar Bharat package, 8 crore migrants were
provided 5 kg of foodgrains per month, free of cost.

The government also allowed NGOs/civil society organisations to buy rice and wheat at
subsidised prices directly from nearby Food Corporation of India (FCI) warehouses. Rice was
sold at 22 per kg (market price is 35 per kg) and wheat at 21 per kg (market price is 27 per kg)
last year.

A bullet train to hunger



Page 113

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

The PMGKAY was introduced in 2020 for eight months to provide relief to 80 crore beneficiaries
covered under NFSA from COVID-induced economic hardships. The scheme was reintroduced
this year for the third phase implementation for two months till June, and later extended till
November under the fourth phase.

During the third phase of PMGKAY, about 89% of the allocated foodgrains were distributed to
beneficiaries. The distribution reached 94% in May. Implemented for eight months last year and
for seven months this year, the PMGKAY outlay will add up to a total expenditure of 2,28,000
crore over 15 months.

The COVID-19 pandemic has once again drawn attention to addressing the aspects of access
and portability of food entitlements. It is critical to leave no one behind in times such as these
and crucial for states to find solutions so that no one goes hungry.

Tackling rural economic distress

Ensuring that food support focuses on at-risk groups, including persons with disabilities, the
elderly, single women-led households, transgender persons, HIV-affected persons, displaced
persons, refugees and orphan children, is at the heart of ‘Leave No One Behind’.

The scale of India’s public food distribution systems is immense and has gone through constant
navigation and improvement, which is commendable. But more needs to still be done to improve
access and inclusion among the missing vulnerable population.

First, the introduction of the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) scheme is an innovation
that can be a game changer, allowing beneficiaries to access their food entitlements from
anywhere in the country. This is especially important for a country like India with a massive
mobile population and migration between States. The scheme takes the massive digitisation of
the supply chain, distribution and access to the next step, ensuring anyone benefits from
anywhere in India.

Second, climate change will continue to affect agriculture and food security, and the impact on
the poor and vulnerable can be devastating. Massive efforts are needed towards programmes
that focus on building resilient agriculture that is adaptive to changing weather and needs
through the introduction of newer varieties of crops, efficient irrigation systems, and the
promotion of crops as per the agro-climate zones.

Also read | More evidence of India’s food insecurity

Thirdly, a third of all food produced is wasted. There should be enhanced efforts to prevent
losses. Lost or wasted energy used for food production accounts for about 10% of the world’s
total energy consumption, and annual greenhouse gas emissions associated with food losses
and food waste reaches to around 3.5 gigatonnes of the CO2 equivalent.

Finally, 2021 offers a unique opportunity for advancing food security and nutrition through
transforming food systems with the upcoming UN Food Systems Summit, the Nutrition for
Growth Summit and the COP26 on climate change. The outcomes of these events will certainly
shape the actions of the second half of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition. India has a central
role to play in this transformation and offering experiences and solutions to address the thought
processes and models for a resilient, equitable, and food-secure world.

Bishow Parajuli is UN World Food Programme Representative and Country Director for India

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/more-evidence-of-indias-food-insecurity/article32424037.ece
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-27

AN EMIGRATION BILL THAT DOES NOT GO FAR
ENOUGH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

In early June 2021, the Ministry of External Affairs invited public inputs to the Emigration Bill
2021 (https://bit.ly/2VerwzX and https://bit.ly/2ULrNdS). The Bill could be introduced in
Parliament soon and presents a long overdue opportunity to reform the recruitment process for
nationals seeking employment abroad.

For years, independent investigations into migrant worker conditions have underlined serious
exploitative practices which include large recruitment charges, contract substitution, deception,
retention of passports, non-payment or underpayment of wages, poor living conditions,
discrimination and other forms of ill-treatment. In recent months, media reports have highlighted
how the majority of migrant worker deaths in the Arab Gulf States/West Asia are attributed to
heart attacks and respiratory failures, whose causes are unexplained and poorly understood.
Labour migration is governed by the Emigration Act, 1983 (https://bit.ly/3i4gfvd and
https://bit.ly/2VcJm6s) which sets up a mechanism for hiring through government-certified
recruiting agents — individuals or public or private agencies. It outlines obligations for agents to
conduct due diligence of prospective employers, sets up a cap on service fees, and establishes
a government review of worker travel and employment documents (known as emigration
clearances) to 18 countries mainly in West Asian states and South-East Asian countries
(https://bit.ly/2WmmfHp).

The Emigration Bill 2021 is an improvement over the 1983 Act. It launches a new emigration
policy division, establishes help desks and welfare committees, requires manpower agencies to
conduct pre-departure briefings for migrants, and increases accountability of brokers and other
intermediaries who are also involved in labour hiring. But the Bill does not go far enough.

First, the 2021 Bill’s purpose “to consolidate and amend the law relating to emigration of citizens
of India”, lacks a human rights framework aimed at securing the rights of migrants and their
families. Progressive labour regimes do so. For example, in a country such as the Philippines, it
explicitly recognises the contributions of Filipino workers and “the dignity and fundamental
human rights and freedoms of the Filipino citizens”.

Another significant drawback is that the Bill permits manpower agencies to charge workers’
service fees, and even allows agents to set their own limits. International labour standards such
as International Labour Organization (ILO) Private Employment Agencies Convention No. 181
and the ILO general principles and operational guidelines for fair recruitment recognises that it is
employers, not workers who should bear recruitment payments including the costs of their visas,
air travel, medical exams, and service charges to recruiters. Large-scale surveys by the ILO and
the World Bank show that Indian workers pay exorbitant charges for their jobs and that poorer
workers pay progressively larger fees — Indians in Saudi Arabia paid on average $1,507 in
recruitment charges; their counterparts in Qatar paid $1,156 (https://bit.ly/3zzxLxh).

To some, recruitment charges might appear like a justified service fee, but the tens of thousands
of rupees that workers pay far exceed the real cost of recruitment. When low wage migrants pick
up the tab it makes them vulnerable to indebtedness and exploitation. Worker-paid recruitment
fees eat into their savings, force them to take high-interest loans, live on shoe-string budgets,
and in the worst cases of abuse, leave workers in situations of debt bondage — a form of forced

https://bit.ly/2ULrNdS)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/new-emigration-law-to-replace-extant-act-of-1983/article35409625.ece
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labour.

But perhaps the Bill’s most glaring inclusion is that it permits government authorities to punish
workers by cancelling or suspending their passports and imposing fines up to 50,000 for
violating any of the Bill’s provisions. When enforced, it can be used as a tool to crackdown on
workers who migrate through unregistered brokers or via irregular arrangements such as on
tourist visas. Criminalising the choices migrant workers make either because they are unaware
of the law, under the influence of their recruiters, or simply desperate to find a decent job is
deplorable, runs contradictory to the purpose of protecting migrants and their families, and
violates international human rights standards. Recruiters and public officials could misuse the
law to instil fear among workers and report or threaten to report them. Migrants in an irregular
situation who fear that they could be fined or have their passports revoked, are also less likely to
make complaints or pursue remedies for abuses faced.

This Bill does not also adequately reflect the gender dimensions of labour migration where
women have limited agency in recruitment compared to their counterparts and are more likely to
be employed in marginalised and informal sectors and/or isolated occupations in which labour,
physical, psychological, and sexual abuse are common. The Bill also provides limited space for
worker representation or civil society engagement in the policy and welfare bodies that it sets
up.

To ensure that labour recruitment works for the tens of thousands of Indian women and men
who migrate outside our borders each year, the Ministry of External Affairs must start at the top,
and draft a clearer purpose which explicitly recognises the contributions of Indian workers, the
unique challenges they face, and uphold the dignity and human rights of migrants and their
families. Then it must address the specific provisions that diverge from this purpose.

Nikhil Eapen is a freelance journalist and researcher at Equidem, a labour rights non-
governmental organisation
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-27

REFORMS IN THE MINIING SECTOR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Mines has amended Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Act,
1957 through the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021
which has been notified on 28.03.2021 for giving boost to mineral production, improving ease of
doing business in the country and increasing contribution of mineral production to Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Some of the major reform brought in this Amendment Act, 2021 are as
under:

Removed the distinction between captive and merchant mines.   It allows all captive mines to
sell upto 50% of the minerals produced during the year after meeting the requirement of
attached plant subject to the payment of additional amount as prescribed under sixth schedule
of the MMDR Act. Further, all future auctions will be without any end use restrictions.
Resolved all pending cases under section 10A(2) (b) of the Act.
Statutory clearances to be valid even after expiry or termination of mining lease and shall be
transferred to the successful bidder in the auction.
To ensure ease of doing business, restriction on transfer of mineral concessions are removed
and now mineral concession can be transferred without any transfer charge.
Additional amount has to be paid by government companies on grant of new lease or extension
of lease which will ensure additional revenue to State Government.
Central Government is empowered to conduct auction in cases where the States face
challenges in conduct of auction or fail to conduct auction within   prescribed time fixed in
consultation with State Government. The revenue from auctions will accrue to State
Government.
Empowered the Central Government to issue directions regarding composition and utilization of
funds under DMF. Direction to include the MPs/MLs and MLCs in the Governing Council was
issued on 23.04.2021.
Simplification of exploration regime - (i) Mineral Blocks for Composite Licence can be auctioned
at G4 level of exploration instead of G3 level as per the earlier standard. (ii) Mineral Block for
surfacial mineral can be auctioned for grant of Mining Lease at G3 level instead of G2 level. (iii)
Private entities may be notified under Section 4(1) of the MMDR Act for conducting exploration.
       This information was given by the Minister of Mines, Coad and Parliamentary Affairs Sh.
Pralhad Joshi in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

 

SS/RKP

Ministry of Mines has amended Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) (MMDR) Act,
1957 through the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2021
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Removed the distinction between captive and merchant mines.   It allows all captive mines to
sell upto 50% of the minerals produced during the year after meeting the requirement of
attached plant subject to the payment of additional amount as prescribed under sixth schedule
of the MMDR Act. Further, all future auctions will be without any end use restrictions.
Resolved all pending cases under section 10A(2) (b) of the Act.
Statutory clearances to be valid even after expiry or termination of mining lease and shall be
transferred to the successful bidder in the auction.
To ensure ease of doing business, restriction on transfer of mineral concessions are removed
and now mineral concession can be transferred without any transfer charge.
Additional amount has to be paid by government companies on grant of new lease or extension
of lease which will ensure additional revenue to State Government.
Central Government is empowered to conduct auction in cases where the States face
challenges in conduct of auction or fail to conduct auction within   prescribed time fixed in
consultation with State Government. The revenue from auctions will accrue to State
Government.
Empowered the Central Government to issue directions regarding composition and utilization of
funds under DMF. Direction to include the MPs/MLs and MLCs in the Governing Council was
issued on 23.04.2021.
Simplification of exploration regime - (i) Mineral Blocks for Composite Licence can be auctioned
at G4 level of exploration instead of G3 level as per the earlier standard. (ii) Mineral Block for
surfacial mineral can be auctioned for grant of Mining Lease at G3 level instead of G2 level. (iii)
Private entities may be notified under Section 4(1) of the MMDR Act for conducting exploration.
       This information was given by the Minister of Mines, Coad and Parliamentary Affairs Sh.
Pralhad Joshi in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

 

SS/RKP

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 119

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-27

SAMAGRA SHIKSHA SCHEME TO IMPROVE THE
ACCESS, INFRASTRUCTURE AND QUALITY OF
EDUCATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The major features and interventions of Samagra Shiksha  for improving the access,
infrastructure and quality of education throughout the country are (i) Universalizing access to
quality school education by expansion of schooling facilities in the uncovered areas through up-
gradation of schools up-to senior secondary level (ii) Ensuring availability of adequate
infrastructure to ensure that schools conform to the prescribed norms (iii) Annual Grant of Rs.
5,000 to Rs. 20,000/- per school for strengthening of Libraries (iv) Composite school grant of Rs.
25,000-1 Lakh to be allocated on the basis of school enrolment, out of which at-least 10% is to
be spent on Swachhta Action Plan (v) Annual Grant for sports equipments at the cost of Rs.
5000-25000 per school (vi) Allocation for children with Special Needs (CwSN) of Rs. 3,500 per
child per annum including a stipend of Rs. 200 per month for CWSN girls to be provided from
Classes I to XII (vii) Allocation for uniforms at the rate of Rs. 600 per child per annum at
elementary level (viii) Allocation for textbooks at the rate of Rs. 250/400 per child per annum at
elementary level (ix) Running and Upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs)
from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12 (x) Strengthening Teacher Education Institutions like SCERTs and
DIETs to improve the quality of teachers (xi) Enhanced use of digital technology in education
through smart classrooms, digital boards and DTH channels (xii) Support States & UTs for
implementation of provisions of RTE Act, including reimbursement under Section 12(1)(c) of the
Act (xiii) Setting up of residential schools and hostels for difficult areas and for children in difficult
circumstances.

The details of funds released and expenditure incurred by the State of Assam are as under:

(Rs. In crore)

Year

Releases

Expenditure*

2018-19

1570.72

1619.42

2019-20

1521.00

1783.38

2020-21
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1594.29

1892.96

2021-22 (Adhoc Release)

413.13

0.00

* As reported by the State on PRABANDH Portal.

The achievements of Samagra Shiksha are as follows:

 

 

Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education launched a National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) on 5th

July 2021, for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains foundational literacy
and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The Mission under the aegis of the centrally
sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha focuses on providing access and retaining children in
foundational years of schooling, teacher capacity building, development of high quality and
diversified Student and Teacher Resources/Learning Materials and tracking the progress of
each child in achieving learning outcomes. An approval of Rs 2688.18 crore has been given
under Samagra Shiksha scheme to the States and UTs for implementation of the various
interventions for Foundational Stage in 2021-22.

The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

*****

MJPS/AK

The major features and interventions of Samagra Shiksha  for improving the access,
infrastructure and quality of education throughout the country are (i) Universalizing access to
quality school education by expansion of schooling facilities in the uncovered areas through up-
gradation of schools up-to senior secondary level (ii) Ensuring availability of adequate
infrastructure to ensure that schools conform to the prescribed norms (iii) Annual Grant of Rs.
5,000 to Rs. 20,000/- per school for strengthening of Libraries (iv) Composite school grant of Rs.
25,000-1 Lakh to be allocated on the basis of school enrolment, out of which at-least 10% is to
be spent on Swachhta Action Plan (v) Annual Grant for sports equipments at the cost of Rs.
5000-25000 per school (vi) Allocation for children with Special Needs (CwSN) of Rs. 3,500 per
child per annum including a stipend of Rs. 200 per month for CWSN girls to be provided from
Classes I to XII (vii) Allocation for uniforms at the rate of Rs. 600 per child per annum at
elementary level (viii) Allocation for textbooks at the rate of Rs. 250/400 per child per annum at
elementary level (ix) Running and Upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs)
from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12 (x) Strengthening Teacher Education Institutions like SCERTs and
DIETs to improve the quality of teachers (xi) Enhanced use of digital technology in education
through smart classrooms, digital boards and DTH channels (xii) Support States & UTs for
implementation of provisions of RTE Act, including reimbursement under Section 12(1)(c) of the
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Act (xiii) Setting up of residential schools and hostels for difficult areas and for children in difficult
circumstances.

The details of funds released and expenditure incurred by the State of Assam are as under:

(Rs. In crore)

Year

Releases

Expenditure*

2018-19

1570.72

1619.42

2019-20

1521.00

1783.38

2020-21

1594.29

1892.96

2021-22 (Adhoc Release)

413.13

0.00

* As reported by the State on PRABANDH Portal.

The achievements of Samagra Shiksha are as follows:

 

 

Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education launched a National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) on 5th

July 2021, for ensuring that every child in the country necessarily attains foundational literacy
and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27. The Mission under the aegis of the centrally
sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha focuses on providing access and retaining children in
foundational years of schooling, teacher capacity building, development of high quality and
diversified Student and Teacher Resources/Learning Materials and tracking the progress of
each child in achieving learning outcomes. An approval of Rs 2688.18 crore has been given
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under Samagra Shiksha scheme to the States and UTs for implementation of the various
interventions for Foundational Stage in 2021-22.

The information was given by the Union Minister of Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

*****

MJPS/AK
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-27

GOVERNMENT PROMOTING USE OF
ETHANOLPRODUCED FROM SUGARCANE AND FOOD
GRAINS UNDER EBP PROGRAMME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Government of India through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) is implementing Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, wherein ethanol is being blended in petrol to achieve the
objectives of reducing import dependence, promote clean fuel and provide boost to agriculture.
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas vide notification dated 5th February, 2019 directed Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to sell 10% ethanol blended petrol as per Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) specifications.

Government, since 2014, has allowed procurement of ethanol produced from other non-food
feedstock besides molasses, like cellulosic and lignocelluloses materials like cotton stalk, wheat
straw, rice straw, bagasse, bamboo etc. including petrochemical route, subject to meeting the
relevant BIS standards. The steps taken by the Government to promote use of ethanol so as to
provide employment opportunities in rural area includes, allowing use of sugarcane and food
grains (maize and surplus stocks of rice with Food Corporation of India)  for conversion to
ethanol; administered price mechanism for procurement of ethanol under EBP Programme
including enhanced ex-mill price of ethanol year on year from ethanol supply year 2017; lowered
GST rate to 5% on ethanol for EBP Programme; amendment in Industries (Development &
Regulation) Act for free movement of ethanol; interest subvention scheme for enhancement and
augmentation of ethanol production capacity in the country.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri
Rameswar Teli in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

******

YB/SS

Government of India through Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) is implementing Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme, wherein ethanol is being blended in petrol to achieve the
objectives of reducing import dependence, promote clean fuel and provide boost to agriculture.
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas vide notification dated 5th February, 2019 directed Oil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to sell 10% ethanol blended petrol as per Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) specifications.

Government, since 2014, has allowed procurement of ethanol produced from other non-food
feedstock besides molasses, like cellulosic and lignocelluloses materials like cotton stalk, wheat
straw, rice straw, bagasse, bamboo etc. including petrochemical route, subject to meeting the
relevant BIS standards. The steps taken by the Government to promote use of ethanol so as to
provide employment opportunities in rural area includes, allowing use of sugarcane and food
grains (maize and surplus stocks of rice with Food Corporation of India)  for conversion to
ethanol; administered price mechanism for procurement of ethanol under EBP Programme
including enhanced ex-mill price of ethanol year on year from ethanol supply year 2017; lowered
GST rate to 5% on ethanol for EBP Programme; amendment in Industries (Development &
Regulation) Act for free movement of ethanol; interest subvention scheme for enhancement and
augmentation of ethanol production capacity in the country.
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This information was given by the Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Shri
Rameswar Teli in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

******

YB/SS
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-28

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR WOMEN HAS
COMEDOWN FROM 5.1% IN 2018-19 TO 4.2% IN 2019-
20.

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

As per the results of Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted by National Statistical
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation during 2019-20, Labour
Force Participation Rate(LFPR) for the persons aged 15 years and above on usual status
(principal status + subsidiary status) basis, LFPR for women has increased from 24.5% in 2018-
19 to 30.0% in 2019-20 and the unemployment rate for women has come down from 5.1% in
2018-19 to 4.2% in 2019-20. This was informed by Minister of State for Labour and Employment
Shri Rameshwar Teli in a written reply in Lok Sabha yesterday.

Government has taken several initiatives to improve women’s participation in the labour force. In
order to encourage employment of women, a number of protective provisions have been
incorporated in the labour laws for creating congenial work environment for women workers.
These include enhancement in paid maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks, provision for
mandatory crèche facility in the establishments having 50 or more employees, permitting women
workers in the night shifts with adequate safety measures, etc.

Government has taken a decision to allow the employment of women in the aboveground mines
including opencast workings between 7 pm and 6 am and in below ground working between 6
am and 7 pm in technical, supervisory and managerial work where continuous presence may not
be required. Further, in order to enhance the employability of female workers, the Government is
providing training to them through a network of Women Industrial Training institutes, National
Vocational Training Institutes and Regional Vocational Training Institutes.

Government has taken various steps for generating employment in the country like encouraging
various projects involving substantial investment and increasing public expenditure on schemes
like Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), Pt. DeenDayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) and Deendayal Antodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NULM).

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojna (ABRY) Scheme has been launched with effect from 1st
October 2020 to incentivize creation of new employment along with social security benefits and
restoration of loss of employment. This scheme reduces the financial burden of the employers
and encourages them to hire more workers. Under ABRY, Government of India is providing for a
period of two years both the employees’ share (12% of wages) and employer’s share (12% of
wages) of contribution payable or only the employees’ share, depending on employment
strength of the EPFO registered establishments.

The new employees under the scheme include those who lost their jobs during Covid-19 and
didn’t join in any EPF covered establishment upto 30.09.2020. The terminal date for registration
of beneficiary under the scheme has been extended from 30th June, 2021 to 31st March, 2022.
As on 12th July 2021, total benefit of around Rs.993 crores has been given through 84,390
establishments covering more than 22 lakh beneficiaries including 5.88 lakh women
beneficiaries.
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Government is incentivizing employers for creation of new employment with social security
benefits. Under the scheme, Government of India is paying Employer’s full contribution i.e. 12%
towards EPF and EPS both (as admissible from time to time) for a period of three years to the
new employees through EPFO. The terminal date for registration of beneficiary through
establishment was 31st March 2019. The beneficiaries registered upto 31st March, 2019 will
continue to receive the benefits for 3 years from the date of registration under the scheme.
Under PMRPY, as on 14.06.2021, benefits have been given to 1.21 crores beneficiaries
including 26.05 lakhs women beneficiaries.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) has been initiated by Government inter alia, for
facilitating self-employment. Under PMMY collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakh, are extended to
micro/small business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their
business activities. About 70% of the loans have been given to women entrepreneurs.

Government has increased MGNREGA wage to Rs. 202 a day from Rs. 182 to benefit nearly
13.62 crore families. Out of total employment generated (in person days) under MGNREGS,
women share has increased from around 145.35 crore person days in FY 2019-20 to around
207 crore person days in the FY 2020-21.

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) according to usual principal status+ subsidiary
status (ps+ss) for each State/UT age groups: 15 years and above

(inpercentage)

 

Sl.No

 

State/UTs

rural+urban(2019-20)

Male

Female

person

1

AndhraPradesh

78.1

39.2

58.2

2

ArunachalPradesh
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68.8

22.9

47.5

3

Assam

77.0

16.4

46.9

4

Bihar

73.0

9.5

41.8

5

Chhattisgarh

82.3

53.1

67.6

6

Delhi

73.5

16.1

47.3

7

Goa

75.7

28.2
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51.5

8

Gujarat

79.4

31.1

55.9

9

Haryana

73.7

15.7

45.8

10

HimachalPradesh

82.0

65.0

73.2

11

Jharkhand

76.9

35.7

55.9

12

Karnataka

77.4

33.8

55.5

13
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Kerala

71.7

31.9

50.3

14

MadhyaPradesh

80.0

37.7

59.4

15

Maharashtra

75.6

38.7

57.5

16

Manipur

70.9

29.9

50.3

17

Meghalaya

75.3

45.7

60.2

18

Mizoram

69.8
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37.0

53.8

19

Nagaland

76.0

43.0

60.3

20

Odisha

78.3

33.1

55.3

21

Punjab

77.2

23.7

51.6

22

Rajasthan

76.2

38.6

57.6

23

Sikkim

79.8

59.4

70.4
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24

TamilNadu

77.9

40.2

58.4

25

Telangana

75.7

44.3

59.9

26

Tripura

78.1

24.2

51.2

27

Uttarakhand

74.6

31.8

53.4

28

UttarPradesh

76.0

17.7

47.1

29

WestBengal
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80.0

24.0

52.1

30

A&NIslands

75.9

35.9

57.0

31

Chandigarh

77.3

20.4

48.5

32

Dadra&Nagar

Haveli

89.5

52.3

74.4

33

Daman&Diu

87.9

35.8

66.4

34

Jammu& Kashmir

74.3
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37.4

56.3

35

Ladakh

72.8

51.1

62.8

36

Lakshadweep

81.2

29.7

55.6

37

Puducherry

71.6

31.6

51.7

 

AllIndia

76.8

30.0

53.5

Source: Annual report, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2019-20 M/o
Statisticsand Programme Implementation.

 

***

VRRK/GK
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As per the results of Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted by National Statistical
Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation during 2019-20, Labour
Force Participation Rate(LFPR) for the persons aged 15 years and above on usual status
(principal status + subsidiary status) basis, LFPR for women has increased from 24.5% in 2018-
19 to 30.0% in 2019-20 and the unemployment rate for women has come down from 5.1% in
2018-19 to 4.2% in 2019-20. This was informed by Minister of State for Labour and Employment
Shri Rameshwar Teli in a written reply in Lok Sabha yesterday.

Government has taken several initiatives to improve women’s participation in the labour force. In
order to encourage employment of women, a number of protective provisions have been
incorporated in the labour laws for creating congenial work environment for women workers.
These include enhancement in paid maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks, provision for
mandatory crèche facility in the establishments having 50 or more employees, permitting women
workers in the night shifts with adequate safety measures, etc.

Government has taken a decision to allow the employment of women in the aboveground mines
including opencast workings between 7 pm and 6 am and in below ground working between 6
am and 7 pm in technical, supervisory and managerial work where continuous presence may not
be required. Further, in order to enhance the employability of female workers, the Government is
providing training to them through a network of Women Industrial Training institutes, National
Vocational Training Institutes and Regional Vocational Training Institutes.

Government has taken various steps for generating employment in the country like encouraging
various projects involving substantial investment and increasing public expenditure on schemes
like Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), Pt. DeenDayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) and Deendayal Antodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NULM).

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojna (ABRY) Scheme has been launched with effect from 1st
October 2020 to incentivize creation of new employment along with social security benefits and
restoration of loss of employment. This scheme reduces the financial burden of the employers
and encourages them to hire more workers. Under ABRY, Government of India is providing for a
period of two years both the employees’ share (12% of wages) and employer’s share (12% of
wages) of contribution payable or only the employees’ share, depending on employment
strength of the EPFO registered establishments.

The new employees under the scheme include those who lost their jobs during Covid-19 and
didn’t join in any EPF covered establishment upto 30.09.2020. The terminal date for registration
of beneficiary under the scheme has been extended from 30th June, 2021 to 31st March, 2022.
As on 12th July 2021, total benefit of around Rs.993 crores has been given through 84,390
establishments covering more than 22 lakh beneficiaries including 5.88 lakh women
beneficiaries.

Government is incentivizing employers for creation of new employment with social security
benefits. Under the scheme, Government of India is paying Employer’s full contribution i.e. 12%
towards EPF and EPS both (as admissible from time to time) for a period of three years to the
new employees through EPFO. The terminal date for registration of beneficiary through
establishment was 31st March 2019. The beneficiaries registered upto 31st March, 2019 will
continue to receive the benefits for 3 years from the date of registration under the scheme.
Under PMRPY, as on 14.06.2021, benefits have been given to 1.21 crores beneficiaries
including 26.05 lakhs women beneficiaries.
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Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) has been initiated by Government inter alia, for
facilitating self-employment. Under PMMY collateral free loans upto Rs. 10 lakh, are extended to
micro/small business enterprises and to individuals to enable them to setup or expand their
business activities. About 70% of the loans have been given to women entrepreneurs.

Government has increased MGNREGA wage to Rs. 202 a day from Rs. 182 to benefit nearly
13.62 crore families. Out of total employment generated (in person days) under MGNREGS,
women share has increased from around 145.35 crore person days in FY 2019-20 to around
207 crore person days in the FY 2020-21.

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) according to usual principal status+ subsidiary
status (ps+ss) for each State/UT age groups: 15 years and above

(inpercentage)

 

Sl.No

 

State/UTs

rural+urban(2019-20)

Male

Female

person

1

AndhraPradesh

78.1

39.2

58.2

2

ArunachalPradesh

68.8

22.9

47.5

3
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Assam

77.0

16.4

46.9

4

Bihar

73.0

9.5

41.8

5

Chhattisgarh

82.3

53.1

67.6

6

Delhi

73.5

16.1

47.3

7

Goa

75.7

28.2

51.5

8

Gujarat

79.4
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31.1

55.9

9

Haryana

73.7

15.7

45.8

10

HimachalPradesh

82.0

65.0

73.2

11

Jharkhand

76.9

35.7

55.9

12

Karnataka

77.4

33.8

55.5

13

Kerala

71.7

31.9

50.3
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14

MadhyaPradesh

80.0

37.7

59.4

15

Maharashtra

75.6

38.7

57.5

16

Manipur

70.9

29.9

50.3

17

Meghalaya

75.3

45.7

60.2

18

Mizoram

69.8

37.0

53.8

19

Nagaland
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76.0

43.0

60.3

20

Odisha

78.3

33.1

55.3

21

Punjab

77.2

23.7

51.6

22

Rajasthan

76.2

38.6

57.6

23

Sikkim

79.8

59.4

70.4

24

TamilNadu

77.9

40.2
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58.4

25

Telangana

75.7

44.3

59.9

26

Tripura

78.1

24.2

51.2

27

Uttarakhand

74.6

31.8

53.4

28

UttarPradesh

76.0

17.7

47.1

29

WestBengal

80.0

24.0

52.1

30
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A&NIslands

75.9

35.9

57.0

31

Chandigarh

77.3

20.4

48.5

32

Dadra&Nagar

Haveli

89.5

52.3

74.4

33

Daman&Diu

87.9

35.8

66.4

34

Jammu& Kashmir

74.3

37.4

56.3

35

Ladakh
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72.8

51.1

62.8

36

Lakshadweep

81.2

29.7

55.6

37

Puducherry

71.6

31.6

51.7

 

AllIndia

76.8

30.0

53.5

Source: Annual report, Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 2019-20 M/o
Statisticsand Programme Implementation.

 

***

VRRK/GK
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-07-28

NATIONAL ORGAN TRANSPLANT PROGRAMME
(NOTP)

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Under the National Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP) a National Level Tissue Bank
(Biomaterial Centre) for storing tissues has been established at National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (NOTTO), New Delhi. Further, under the NOTP, a provision has also
been made for providing financial support to the States for setting up of Bio- material centre. As
of now a Regional Bio-material centre has been established at Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (ROTTO), Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Funds have also been released to the
States of Bihar and Maharashtra for establishment of Bio-material Centre under NOTP.

The Government of India is implementing National Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP) to
promote organ donation and transplantation across all States/Union Territories (UTs)including
Karnataka.  The provisions under the programme include:

 

Under this programme, an apex level National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) at New Delhi and Five Regional Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations
(ROTTOs) and fourteen SOTTOs have been established so far. Further, Regional Bio-material
centre has been established at ROTTO, Tamil Nadu and funds have been released to the State
of Bihar and Maharashtra for purpose.

The ‘National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)’, ‘Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organizations (ROTTOs)’ and ‘State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations
(SOTTOs)’ disseminate relevant information about organ donation in the public. A website
www.notto.gov.in and a 24x7 call centre with a toll free helpline number (1800114770) have
been made operational. A number of activities, for generating awareness are carried out from
time to time. These include seminars, workshops, debates, sports events, walkathons,
participation in marathons, nukkadnatak, celebration of Indian Organ Donation Day, etc. Social
media is also being deployed to create awareness about organ donation among the citizens.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, DrBharati Pravin Pawar stated this in
a written reply in the RajyaSabha here today.

****

 

MV

 

HFW/PQ/National Organ Transplant Programme/27thJuly2021/9

Under the National Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP) a National Level Tissue Bank
(Biomaterial Centre) for storing tissues has been established at National Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (NOTTO), New Delhi. Further, under the NOTP, a provision has also

http://www.notto.gov.in


Page 144

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

been made for providing financial support to the States for setting up of Bio- material centre. As
of now a Regional Bio-material centre has been established at Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation (ROTTO), Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Funds have also been released to the
States of Bihar and Maharashtra for establishment of Bio-material Centre under NOTP.

The Government of India is implementing National Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP) to
promote organ donation and transplantation across all States/Union Territories (UTs)including
Karnataka.  The provisions under the programme include:

 

Under this programme, an apex level National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation
(NOTTO) at New Delhi and Five Regional Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations
(ROTTOs) and fourteen SOTTOs have been established so far. Further, Regional Bio-material
centre has been established at ROTTO, Tamil Nadu and funds have been released to the State
of Bihar and Maharashtra for purpose.

The ‘National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)’, ‘Regional Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organizations (ROTTOs)’ and ‘State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations
(SOTTOs)’ disseminate relevant information about organ donation in the public. A website
www.notto.gov.in and a 24x7 call centre with a toll free helpline number (1800114770) have
been made operational. A number of activities, for generating awareness are carried out from
time to time. These include seminars, workshops, debates, sports events, walkathons,
participation in marathons, nukkadnatak, celebration of Indian Organ Donation Day, etc. Social
media is also being deployed to create awareness about organ donation among the citizens.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, DrBharati Pravin Pawar stated this in
a written reply in the RajyaSabha here today.

****

 

MV

 

HFW/PQ/National Organ Transplant Programme/27thJuly2021/9
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JAPANESE EDUCATION SPELLS HOLISTIC
DEVELOPMENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Investment in education yields both private and social returns. Private returns, like wages,
accrue to individuals. Social returns accrue to society. Textbook economics suggests that
private returns rise with one’s level of education, but social returns peak at the elementary
levels. For when educated people follow rules such as queuing, using washrooms, washing
hands, protecting public property, etc. the collective returns from such actions generate a huge
social value such as cleaner, healthier and disciplined societies.

Education is everything that expands our capabilities — as individuals and as society. The novel
coronavirus pandemic has given us an opportunity to re-evaluate how our schools should
expand our capabilities. While academic prowess in math, science and language is essential,
what about the issue of household chores? Or connecting with the community or nature?

Does learning household chores expand one’s capabilities? For if people do not know how to
keep their spaces clean, cook their own food, do their laundry, it just needs a shock like a
COVID-19 pandemic to occur and for a society dependent on the labour of others to feel
incredibly disrupted. Add to it shortages of essential supplies and overstretched public
resources, and social disruption is inevitable. So, how can we prepare for the future? The
answer: through our elementary schools.

Can we learn from another country? Yes. Probably, Japan.

In 2011, pictures from tsunami-hit Japan went viral, with locals patiently queuing up for rations
amidst massive devastation. Throughout the novel coronavirus pandemic, schools and public
spaces have remained fairly open in Japan due to people’s responsible behaviour. As India
prepares to re-open its schools along with the newly adopted New Education Policy, we can
borrow some insights from the Japanese system.

Japan ranks among the top in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)
which evaluates students on their prowess in core academic subjects. However, another
important aspect of the Japanese curriculum is its emphasis on non-cognitive elements. Japan’s
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) explains ‘Chi-Toku-Tai’
as the defining features of Japanese schooling. Chi, which translates to ‘know’ lay an emphasis
on building strong academic abilities. Toku, translates to ‘virtue’ and refers to mindfulness, self-
discipline, and cooperative abilities. And last, Tai, translates to ‘body, and refers to physical and
mental well-being.

The Japanese education philosophy transitioned from an extremely examination-focused, rote
memorisation-based approach to the ‘Chi-Toku-Tai’ approach in the 1970s. The elementary
school curriculum was later supplemented with subjects, namely moral education, integrated
studies and special activities. Together, seen as a ‘zest for life’ approach, this philosophy
focuses on holistic ability extending beyond academic prowess to include ‘kansei’ which roughly
translates to ‘sensitivity’. This approach aims at developing a knowledgeable mind which can
appreciate beauty and nature, hold a sense of justice, and respect life and labour.

Moral education includes norms that define socially responsible and considerate behaviour
towards everyone including nature. For example, as a summer project, students venture out in
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nature observing beetles, cicadas, crickets and sketching or noting their characteristics in their
‘insect diary’. Students as young as first graders take turns to clean their classrooms,
washrooms, serve school lunches, and water the plants at school. When students cross a
pedestrian crossing while making a driver wait, they bow in a ‘thank you’ to express gratitude.
While these are some examples, the essence is that elementary school curriculum can play a
tremendous role in building courteous and mindful societies.

Such a system reaps several benefits. As students do various chores, it builds respect for labour
and humility at a young age. It trains them to undertake routine jobs in an efficient manner and
encourages responsible and mindful behaviour towards the community. Think of how the
Japanese fans celebrated their victory in the 2018 football World Cup opening match against
Colombia — by cleaning up their rows in the stadium in Russia.

Integrated studies encompasses experiential learning and independent thinking where students
identify problems in their local communities and think of solutions. For example, children may
create a disaster preparedness map based on their own research. Seniors from the community
are invited to share insights about the community’s history. Activities such as these integrate
schools with the community. If we can train our children in identifying problems in their local
communities such as health ailments, pollution, waste disposal, etc. and coach them in
developing solution road maps, the gains to both sides can be immense.

The special activities hour encourages students to consider the school as a “society”. These
include activities such as organising events, maintaining the library, etc. After task completion,
students are made to reflect on the problems they experienced in the process such as wastage,
conflict, etc. and the ways to resolve them. This inculcates the practise of ‘kaizen’ — the
Japanese philosophy of continuous improvement.

Finally, another notable aspect that defines Japanese society and education system is
‘collectivism’. Unlike the West, Japan is a collectivist society. Working as a group and group
harmony is fundamental to this society. While this has its own limitations, the general belief that
one wins only when the group wins, generates equitable and united societies.

For us, volunteering for a treasure hunt activity involving third graders in Tokyo gave us an
interesting insight into collectivism. Teams had to find the hidden treasure; however, the primary
target was not the treasure but to keep the unit together. Teams could only move forward when
all its members were together and agreed on the next strategy. So, if there were students on
wheelchairs or slow otherwise, the group respectfully waited for them to arrive. Finally, the
teachers had to pick one student per group to go to the stage to display the ‘treasure’ and
receive the audience’s applause. Surprisingly, they picked the ones who were usually lagging.
Every third grader felt included and valued. The real treasure had been found. Amazing, isn’t it?

Prachi Gupta is an Adjunct Professor of Economics and Political Science at Temple University,
Japan Campus, Tokyo. Prajakta Khare is an Associate Professor of Economics at Meiji Gakuin
University, Tokyo
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KVIC & BSF LAUNCH PROJECT BOLD IN JAISALMER
TO PREVENT DESERTIFICATION AND SUPPORT
RURAL ECONOMY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

In the first of its kind efforts to develop green cover in the Indian deserts of Rajasthan, Khadi and
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) on Tuesday planted 1000 bamboo saplings at Tanot
village in Jaisalmer, in collaboration with the Border Security Force (BSF). KVIC Chairman Shri
Vinai Kumar Saxena launched the plantation program in presence of Shri Surendra Panwar,
Special DG (Western Command), BSF. Bamboo plantation, as part of KVIC’s Project BOLD
(Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought) aims at serving the combined national goals of reducing
desertification and providing livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural industry support to the local
population.

 

          

 

The Bamboo saplings have been planted over 2.50 lakh sq feet of Gram Panchayat land near
the famous Tanot Mata Temple which is located close to Longewala Post on the Indo-Pak
Border. Situated nearly 120 Kms from the Jaisalmer city, Tanot has become one of most visited
tourist spots in Rajasthan. KVIC plans to develop the bamboo-based green patch in Tanot as a
tourist attraction. BSF will be responsible for maintaining the plants.

Project BOLD was launched on 4th July from a tribal village Nichla Mandwa in Udaipur district in
Rajasthan with plantation of 5000 saplings of special bamboo species over 25 bigha of arid land.
It is aligned with Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s call for reducing land degradation and
preventing desertification in the country. The initiative has been launched as part of KVIC’s
“Khadi Bamboo Festival” to celebrate 75 years of independence “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”.

KVIC Chairman said the bamboo plantation in the deserts of Jaisalmer will serve multiple
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objectives, i.e. preventing desertification, environment protection and creating sustainable model
of development by supporting rural and bamboo-based industries. “In the next three years, these
bamboos will be ready for harvest. While this will generate recurring income for the local
villagers; KVIC will also develop this green patch into a tourist spot considering the large footfall
of tourists visiting Longewala post and the Tanot Mata Temple,” Shri Saxena said. He lauded
the support of BSF in implementing the project in a very short time.

In the next 3 years, 1000 bamboo plants will multiply and produce at least 4,000 bamboo logs
weighing about 100 MT of bamboo. At the current market rate of Rs 5000 per ton, this bamboo
produce will generate an income of nearly Rs 5 lakh after three years and later on every year,
thus supporting the local economy.

Bamboo can be used for making agarbatti sticks, furniture, handicraft, musical instruments and
paper pulp while the bamboo waste is widely used in making charcoal and fuel briquette.
Bamboos are also known for conserving water and hence useful in arid and drought-prone
regions.

 

 ****

MJPS/MS

In the first of its kind efforts to develop green cover in the Indian deserts of Rajasthan, Khadi and
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) on Tuesday planted 1000 bamboo saplings at Tanot
village in Jaisalmer, in collaboration with the Border Security Force (BSF). KVIC Chairman Shri
Vinai Kumar Saxena launched the plantation program in presence of Shri Surendra Panwar,
Special DG (Western Command), BSF. Bamboo plantation, as part of KVIC’s Project BOLD
(Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought) aims at serving the combined national goals of reducing
desertification and providing livelihood and multi-disciplinary rural industry support to the local
population.
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The Bamboo saplings have been planted over 2.50 lakh sq feet of Gram Panchayat land near
the famous Tanot Mata Temple which is located close to Longewala Post on the Indo-Pak
Border. Situated nearly 120 Kms from the Jaisalmer city, Tanot has become one of most visited
tourist spots in Rajasthan. KVIC plans to develop the bamboo-based green patch in Tanot as a
tourist attraction. BSF will be responsible for maintaining the plants.

Project BOLD was launched on 4th July from a tribal village Nichla Mandwa in Udaipur district in
Rajasthan with plantation of 5000 saplings of special bamboo species over 25 bigha of arid land.
It is aligned with Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s call for reducing land degradation and
preventing desertification in the country. The initiative has been launched as part of KVIC’s
“Khadi Bamboo Festival” to celebrate 75 years of independence “Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav”.

KVIC Chairman said the bamboo plantation in the deserts of Jaisalmer will serve multiple
objectives, i.e. preventing desertification, environment protection and creating sustainable model
of development by supporting rural and bamboo-based industries. “In the next three years, these
bamboos will be ready for harvest. While this will generate recurring income for the local
villagers; KVIC will also develop this green patch into a tourist spot considering the large footfall
of tourists visiting Longewala post and the Tanot Mata Temple,” Shri Saxena said. He lauded
the support of BSF in implementing the project in a very short time.

In the next 3 years, 1000 bamboo plants will multiply and produce at least 4,000 bamboo logs
weighing about 100 MT of bamboo. At the current market rate of Rs 5000 per ton, this bamboo
produce will generate an income of nearly Rs 5 lakh after three years and later on every year,
thus supporting the local economy.

Bamboo can be used for making agarbatti sticks, furniture, handicraft, musical instruments and
paper pulp while the bamboo waste is widely used in making charcoal and fuel briquette.
Bamboos are also known for conserving water and hence useful in arid and drought-prone
regions.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-07-30

THE LONG ROAD TO WINNING THE BATTLE AGAINST
TRAFFICKING

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

July 30 is United Nations World Day against Trafficking in Persons. It is also a time to reflect on
India’s human trafficking crisis. Between April 2020 and June 2021, an estimated 9,000 children
have been rescued after being trafficked for labour, according to a child rights non-governmental
organisation (NGO). In other words, 21 children have been trafficked every day over nearly 15
months. The Childline India helpline received 44 lakh distress calls over 10 months. Over a year,
2,000 children have arrived at its shelter homes and 800 rescued from hazardous working
conditions.

The media frequently publishes individual stories of trafficking. Children as young as 12 are
trafficked across States to work in factories in appalling conditions, where owners are turning to
cheap labour to recoup their losses from the novel coronavirus pandemic. In November 2020,
four children, between 12 and 16 years, died after being trafficked for labour from Bihar to
Rajasthan; some of them had injuries from beatings.

Needed: an anti-trafficking law

Child marriages are also rampant — over 10,000 cases were tracked between April and August
2020. In Madhya Pradesh, about 391 child marriages were stopped in April-May 2021, while in
Odisha, 726 child marriages were prevented between January-May 2021.

A child rights NGO, working with the Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights has
highlighted the problem of rampant child labour. In a certain stretch within the national capital, at
least 120 children can be seen working. The factors causing increased vulnerability are
identifiable. Its report states: “The [corona] virus has resulted in loss of income and economic
crisis, causing families’ reduced capacity to care for children in the long-term. It has also caused,
in some instances, loss of parental care due to death, illness or separation, thereby placing
children at heightened risk for violence, neglect or exploitation.” These factors are compounded
by an erosion of some of the checks against child labour and child marriage provided by law, as
well as the scrutiny of schools and society.

The increase in Internet access in current times has also led to cyber-trafficking. An August
2020 report by a member of a child rights group in India notes that popular social media
platforms and free messaging apps are often used to contact young people. Often, the trafficker
or middleman lures the person to a place under the pretext of offering him employment. Once
removed from their locality, they face challenges of limited resources, unfamiliarity with the area
and perhaps the local language. Threats of violence from the trafficker, and, importantly, the
absence of any identifiable authority to approach other than the police — who are often seen as
threats themselves — make it nearly impossible for trafficked persons to report the incident.

Will consensual adult sex work be criminalised by the new anti-trafficking Bill? | In Focus
podcast

A recent report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on the effects of the pandemic
on trafficking echoes these findings. It says, traffickers are taking advantage of the loss of
livelihoods and the increasing amount of time spent online to entrap victims, including by

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day
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advertising false jobs on social media. In addition, there is an increased demand for child sexual
exploitation material online due to lockdowns.

The Government admitted in Parliament as recently as March 2021 that it does not maintain any
national-level data specific to cyber trafficking cases. The efficacy of certain schemes launched
by the Ministry of Home Affairs to improve investigation and prosecution of cyber crimes remains
to be seen.

India is still classified by the U.S. Department of State as a Tier-2 country in its  report on global
human trafficking. This means that the Government does not fully meet the minimum standards
under U.S. and international law for eliminating trafficking, but is making significant efforts to
comply. The lack of implementation is illustrated by the state of the Anti-Human Trafficking Units
(AHTUs). AHTUs are specialised district task forces comprising police and government officials.
In 2010, it was envisioned that 330 AHTUs would be set up. RTI responses in August 2020
showed that about 225 AHTUs had been set up, but only on paper.

Activists flag focus on criminalisation over welfare in draft anti-trafficking bill

If properly staffed and funded, AHTUs could provide crucial ground-level data on the methods
and patterns of traffickers, which in turn can strengthen community-based awareness and
vigilance activities. Global practices such as in Nigeria, Africa, should be encouraged in India, in
consonance with a larger framework to protect women and children by incentivising education
and creating safe employment opportunities.

With focus now shifting to the new draft anti-trafficking Bill, the point to be highlighted is that
there is no shortage of anti-trafficking policy in India. Where the system is found lacking is in the
implementation of the laws. Significant discussion is required on the provisions of the Bill,
particularly with respect to bringing in the National Investigation Agency and increasing the
punishment for offences, including the death penalty as an option in some cases. It is not proven
that more stringent laws, particularly the death penalty, have any greater deterrent effect on
crime. The draft Bill also provides for AHTUs/committees at the national, State and district
levels, but as noted, their effective functioning cannot be taken for granted. Legislating without
the political will to implement and monitor effectiveness is futile.

Editorial | Sensitive and precise: On anti-trafficking bill

Special attention must also be paid to the challenges prosecutors and judges face in trafficking
cases. There were 140 acquittals and only 38 convictions in 2019, according to government
data. This points to a failure of investigation and cannot be solved by the draft Bill’s provision
that accused traffickers must be presumed guilty unless they can prove the contrary. Further,
trials can drag on for years, with victims sometimes withdrawing their complaints after being
intimidated by traffickers. Proper case management must be introduced to give meaning to the
“fast track” courts. Other problems include the low number of beneficiaries of monetary
compensation and the lack of consistent access to psychological counselling. Parts of the draft
Bill recognise the importance of rehabilitation, but implementation is key.

Most victims of trafficking are from low-income communities for whom the novel coronavirus
pandemic and lockdowns have caused long-term financial distress. With schools continuing to
be closed in much of India and no definite end to the pandemic in sight, it cannot be assumed
that incidents of trafficking will decline with a return to “normalcy”. That apart, the failure of
existing institutional mechanisms to foresee the present crisis should spur the Government and
other stakeholders to take preventive action now. July 30 should be the beginning of the end of
human trafficking in India.

http://loksabhaph.nic.in/Questions/QResult15.aspx?qref=23547&lsno=17
http://loksabhaph.nic.in/Questions/QResult15.aspx?qref=23547&lsno=17
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/india/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/india/
https://www.mha.gov.in/division_of_mha/anti-trafficking-cell
https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/DRAFT%20TRAFFICKING%20IN%20PERSONS%20(PREVENTION,%20CARE%20AND%20REHABILITATION)%20BILL%202021%20(1).pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/sensitive-and-precise-the-hindu-editorial-on-anti-trafficking-bill/article35398372.ece
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Justice Madan B. Lokur, a former judge of the Supreme Court of India, is presently a judge of
the Supreme Court of Fiji. Shruti Narayan is a Delhi-based lawyer
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IN THE INTEREST OF THE PUBLIC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Representational image.  

In Registrar General v. State of Meghalaya, the Meghalaya High Court ruled that the State
government’s order requiring shopkeepers, local taxi drivers and others to get the COVID-19
vaccines before they resume economic activities is violative of the right to privacy, life, personal
liberty, and livelihood. In response to the court’s order, the State government released a new
order stating that the requirement of vaccination was merely directory and not mandatory. The
case raises important questions of how the government can overcome widespread vaccine
hesitancy and bring the pandemic to an end.

Coronavirus | Jab status linked to business, salary of some employees in Northeast

The court reasoned that forcing people to vaccinate themselves vitiates the “very fundamental
purpose of the welfare attached to it”. It ruled that the government’s order intrudes upon one’s
right to privacy and personal liberty as it deprives the individual of their bodily autonomy and
bodily integrity, even though the intrusion is of minority intensity. It ruled that the government’s
order affects an individual’s right “significantly” more than affecting the general public. It found
that the government’s order is not maintainable in law as there is no legal mandate for
mandatory vaccination. It relied on the Central government’s frequently asked questions, which
specify that COVID-19 vaccination is voluntary. The court concluded that the State, rather than
adopting coercive steps, must persuade the people to get themselves inoculated.

NGOs slam jab clause in market reopening order in Meghalaya

Compulsory vaccination has often been deployed in India and abroad. The Vaccination Act,
1880, allowed the government to mandate smallpox vaccination among children in select areas.
Similarly, several State laws, which set up municipal corporations and councils, empower local
authorities to enforce compulsory vaccination schemes. Contrary to the High Court’s opinion,
compulsory vaccination has passed the muster of judicial review in several national and
international courts abroad. In a recent judgment in Vavika and Others v. Czech Republic, the
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) said that the compulsory COVID-19 vaccination
scheme is consistent with the right to privacy and religion. The ECtHR cites case laws in France,
Hungary, Italy, the U.K., among others to show that several constitutional courts have validated
compulsory vaccination and ruled that it has an overriding public interest.

The main bone of contention is that compulsory vaccination violates bodily integrity and takes
away decisional autonomy from people, thereby violating their right to life and privacy. It is a
well-established principle that no right is absolute; rather rights are subject to reasonable
restrictions. According to the order in Justice Puttaswamy v. Union of India, a restriction on
privacy can be justified if it passes a three-prong test.

First, the restriction must be provided in the law. State governments have the authority to
mandate vaccines under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, which allows them to prescribe
regulations to prevent the spread of an epidemic disease. Second, the restriction must have a
legitimate aim. Compulsory vaccination pursues the legitimate aim of protecting the public from
COVID-19. Third, the restriction must be proportional to the object pursued. With more than four
lakh reported deaths and a looming third wave, the current scenario counts as a pressing social
need. Violations of rights from mandatory administration of a vaccine cannot be termed so grave
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so as to override the health rationale underlying the government’s order. Nevertheless, the
government could provide appropriate accommodation for persons based on genuine medical
reasons. Even if the court felt that the consequences of non-compliance with the order (i.e., non-
resumption of economic activities) was excessive, the government could have been ordered to
replace it with less stringent consequences, such as a moderate fine.

Shubham Janghu is a practising lawyer in New Delhi
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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ENGINEERING COLLEGES IN 8 STATES TO START
STUDIES IN 5 LANGUAGES, SAYS PM MODI

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Projects launched today include Academic Bank of Credits, translation of first-year engineering
curriculum in 11 regional languages, National Digital Education Architecture and more

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled several initiatives related to the education sector in India
to mark the first anniversary of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

The projects launched today include Academic Bank of Credits, AI-based translation of first-year
engineering curriculum in 11 regional languages, internationalisation of higher education,
National Digital Education Architecture, and National Education Technology Forum.

Other initiatives launched by the Prime Minister included Vidya Pravesh - a three month play
based school preparation module for Grade 1 students, Indian Sign Language as a Subject at
secondary level, and NISHTHA 2.0 - an integrated teacher training programme designed by
NCERT. SAFAL (Structured Assessment For Analyzing Learning Levels) - a competency based
assessment framework for Grades 3, 5 and 8 in CBSE schools, and a website dedicated to
Artificial Intelligence were also unveiled.

Academic Bank of Credits will provide multiple entry and exit points to students in higher
education, providing them academic flexibility. The system will function like a digital bank, where
students can amass credits from subjects of their choice, choosing or leaving a curriculum as
per their preference. The accumulated credits can then be used for getting their degrees.

Under the initiative to translate first-year curriculum for engineering courses, AICTE has
developed a AI-based translation tool compatible with Assamese, Bangla, Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu.

Addressing the educational community and others on the one-year anniversary of NEP 2020,
PM Narendra Modi said that 14 engineering colleges in eight states will soon start classes in
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi and Bangla.

In his address, PM Modi said that our achievements in future will depend on the education being
imparted to youth at present. "I believe that India's new National Education Policy is one of the
big factors in the great endeavour of nation building."

"The new National Education Policy assures the youth that the country is now completely with
them, with their spirits. The Artificial Intelligence programme which has just been launched will
also make our youth future oriented, opening the way for AI driven economy," the Prime Minister
said.

PM Modi exuded confidence that best educational institutions from all over the world will come
to India, marking a change from the earlier mindset that students have to go abroad for better
education.
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GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE LIVING
CONDITIONS IN URBAN AREAS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

 Urban Development is a state subject. However, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) facilitates and assists States/Union Territories (UTs) through its flagship
Missions/Schemes/ Projects  - Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT), Smart Cities Mission (SCM), Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U),
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) and Metro Rail projects in   development of urban
infrastructure. These missions / schemes / projects are implemented by the States/UTs in
accordance with the Mission guidelines. Central Assistance under these schemes is released to
States / UTs. AMRUT mission focuses on coverage of water supply and development of
sewerage & septage management, storm water drainage, green spaces, parks and non-
motorised transport in 500 Mission cities; SCM focuses on sustainable and  inclusive
development in 100 smart  cities to improve the quality of life of all, including the most
marginalized and low-income groups in  urban areas; SBM focuses on improving the sanitation
in all Urban Local Bodies(ULBs) in the country. PMAY-U provides houses to all eligible urban
households including slum dwellers in all ULBs. In-situ Slum Redevelopment (ISSR) component
of PMAY-U Scheme specifically covers slum redevelopment. The houses constructed under
PMAY-U are provided with basic amenities including water supply and toilet. Redevelopment of
slums under ISSR also addresses the issue of environmental pollution strengthening aspects of
cleanliness and hygiene. Urban Transport projects / schemes help in reducing road congestion
and environmental pollution in urban areas. Government of India has issued National Urban
Transport Policy (NUTP), 2006, which encourages safe, reliable, affordable and sustainable
public transport in the cities.

This information was given by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Shri Kaushal Kishore, in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.
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